


Proverbs 22:1-18
1A good name is more desirable than great riches;
to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.

2 Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is 
the Maker of them all.
3 The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the 
simple keep going and pay the penalty.
4 Humility is the fear of the LORD; its wages are 
riches and honour and life.



5 In the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, 
but those who would preserve their life from them.
6 Start children off on the way they should go, and 
even when they are old they will not turn from it.
7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is 
slave to the lender.
8 Whoever sows injustice reaps calamity, and the 
rod they wield in fury will be broken.
9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for 
they share their food with the poor.



10 Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; 
quarrels and insults are ended.
11 One who loves a pure heart and who speaks 
with grace will have the king for a friend.
12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch over 
knowledge, but he frustrates the words of the 
unfaithful.
13 The sluggard says, “There’s a lion outside! I’ll be 
killed in the public square!”



14 The mouth of an adulterous woman is a deep pit; 
a man who is under the LORD’s wrath falls into it.
15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the 
rod of discipline will drive it far away.
16 One who oppresses the poor to increase his 
wealth and one who gives gifts to the rich—both 
come to poverty.



“If you started with Genesis, you might conclude 
God always prospers his people. If you started 
with Amos, you might think all rich people are 
oppressors. But Proverbs looks at wealth and 

poverty from several angles. And because 
Proverbs is a book of general maxims, the 

principles in proverbs are more easily transferable 
to God's people at different times and places.” 

- Kevin DeYoung -



1) The Commonality of the 
Poor and Rich

(vs. 1-2)



1A good name is more desirable than great 
riches; to be esteemed is better than silver 

or gold. 2 Rich and poor have this in 
common: The LORD is the Maker of them all.



The purpose behind a “good name” is a 
person's character 



Christians collectively must come to 
terms with the fact that our reputation 

is not as good as it ought to be and 
equal treatment of others is not as 

good as it ought to be



2) The Crisis of the Poor
(vs. 7)



7 The rich rule over the poor, and the 
borrower is slave to the lender.



Debt that leads to riches occurs when 
we borrow only what we can repay 

Debt that leads to poverty occurs when 
we borrow more than we can repay



"How does God's relief of my spiritual 
debt speak to my physical debt?" 





The forgiveness of our sins is the 
supreme object lesson that leads to 

every kind of freedom



3) The Correction of the Rich
(vs. 16)



16 One who oppresses the poor to increase 
his wealth and one who gives gifts to the 

rich—both come to poverty.



Genesis 31:38-41
“I have been with you for twenty years now. Your 
sheep and goats have not miscarried, nor have I 

eaten rams from your flocks. 39 I did not bring you 
animals torn by wild beasts; I bore the loss myself. 
And you demanded payment from me for whatever 

was stolen by day or night. 



Genesis 31:38-41
40 This was my situation: The heat consumed me in 
the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled 

from my eyes. 41 It was like this for the twenty years 
I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen 
years for your two daughters and six years for your 

flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. 



God does not let injustice go 
uncorrected



God does not let injustice go 
uncorrected



Genesis 31:42
42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and 
the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me, you would 
surely have sent me away empty-handed. But God 

has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands, and 
last night he rebuked you.



4) Christ is Rich and Poor
(2 Cor. 8:9)



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you through 

his poverty might become rich.



Jesus came for the beautiful exchange 
of statuses



“Christ literally walked in our shoes and entered 
into our affliction. Those who will not help others 

until they are destitute reveal that Christ's love has 
not yet turned them into the sympathetic persons 

the gospel should make them.”
- Tim Keller -



Salvation is our spectacular 
transformation from spiritual poverty to 

spiritual riches 



The labels of “rich” or “poor” are not 
intended to segregate us with a sense 

of superiority or inferiority, but are 
intended to reconcile us to one another 

through the surpassing wisdom of 
Christ.




