


Proverbs 30:1-9
1 The sayings of Agur son of Jakeh—an inspired 
utterance.

This man’s utterance to Ithiel:
“I am weary, God, but I can prevail. 
2 Surely I am only a brute, not a man; I do not 
have human understanding.
3 I have not learned wisdom, nor have I attained 
to the knowledge of the Holy One. 



4 Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
Whose hands have gathered up the wind?

Who has wrapped up the waters in a cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is his name, and what is the name of his son?
Surely you know!

5 “Every word of God is flawless;
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.

6 Do not add to his words,
or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.



7 “Two things I ask of you, LORD;
do not refuse me before I die:

8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me;
give me neither poverty nor riches,
but give me only my daily bread.

9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you
and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’

Or I may become poor and steal,
and so dishonour the name of my God.



2 Kings 4:29-34
29 God gave Solomon wisdom and very great 
insight, and a breadth of understanding as 
measureless as the sand on the seashore. 
30 Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom 
of all the people of the East, and greater than all 
the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than anyone 
else, including Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser than 
Heman, Kalkol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. 



And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. 
32 He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs 
numbered a thousand and five. 33 He spoke about 
plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop 
that grows out of walls. He also spoke about 
animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 34 From all 
nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 
sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of 
his wisdom. 





The prayer of Jabez is a "Lord, give me 
more" prayer, while the prayer of Agur is a 

"Lord, give me enough" prayer



It is also important to note that Agur's
prayer is an inspired utterance 



It is clear that the Holy Spirit is active in the 
Book of Proverbs 



1) Surrender
(vs. 1-3)



Proverbs 30:1-3

“I am weary, God, but I can prevail. 2 Surely 
I am only a brute, not a man; I do not have 
human understanding. 3 I have not learned 

wisdom, nor have I attained to the 
knowledge of the Holy One.



While we have come to have a greater 
appreciation of the Proverbs, you may ask, 
"Why does my life remain untransformed?" 



Every wise prayer begins with surrender



2) Sovereignty
(vs. 4)



Proverbs 30:4
4 Who has gone up to heaven and come 

down? Whose hands have gathered up the 
wind? Who has wrapped up the waters in a 
cloak? Who has established all the ends of 

the earth? What is his name, and what is the 
name of his son? Surely you know!



A) No one



Job 38:4-11
4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s 
foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you 
know! Who stretched a measuring line across 
it? 6 On what were its footings set, or who 
laid its cornerstone—7 while the morning 
stars sang together and all the angels
shouted for joy?



Job 38:4-11
8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it 
burst forth from the womb, 9 when I made 
the clouds its garment and wrapped it in 
thick darkness, 10 when I fixed limits for it
and set its doors and bars in place, 11 when I 
said, ‘This far you may come and no father; 
here is where your proud waves halt’?



B) God the Father & 
Jesus the Son of God



Agur speaks with prophetic undertones



Every wise prayer should reflect on the 
sovereignty of God



3) Scriptures
(vs. 5-6)



Proverbs 30:5-6
5 “Every word of God is flawless; he is a 

shield to those who take refuge in him. 6 Do 
not add to his words, or he will rebuke you 

and prove you a liar.



“To pray the Bible, you simply go through the 
passage line by line, talking to God about 

whatever comes to mind as you read the text.” 
-Donald Whitney-



“So basically what you are doing is taking 
words that originated in the heart and mind 
of God and circulating them through your 

heart and mind back to God. By this means 
his words become the wings of your prayers.” 

-Donald Whitney-



Every wise prayer draws heavily from 
the scriptures 



4) Supplication
(vs. 7-9)



Proverbs 30:7-9
7 “Two things I ask of you, LORD; do not refuse 
me before I die: 8 Keep falsehood and lies far 
from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, 

but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I 
may have too much and disown you and say, 
‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and 
steal, and so dishonour the name of my God. 



"You can learn a lot about a person by 
listening to him or her pray.“
-Pastor H. B. Charles Jr.-



Supplication is a prayerful request for 
something that only God can supply



Agur causes us to question why we pray 
what we pray



Every wise prayer ends with supplication



In order to pray with wisdom, does your prayer 
include the four points we have examined 
today?

- Does it include words of surrender? 
- Does it recognize the sovereignty of God? 
- Does it draw from the scriptures? 
- Does it conclude with supplications? 




