




Judges 6:1-16

1 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 
and for seven years he gave them into the hands 

of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of 
Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites 

prepared shelters for themselves in mountain 
clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the 
Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, 
Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded 

the country. 



Judges 6:1-16

4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops 
all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living 
thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor 
donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock 
and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was 

impossible to count them or their camels; they 
invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so 

impoverished the Israelites that they cried out 
to the LORD for help.



Judges 6:1-16

7 When the Israelites cried out to the LORD
because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, 
who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of 

Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the 

hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from 
the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them 

out before you and gave you their land. 



Judges 6:1-16

10 I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not 
worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 

you live.’ But you have not listened to me.”
11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down 

under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash
the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was 

threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from 
the Midianites. 



Judges 6:1-16

12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to 
Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty 

warrior.”13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon 
replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all 
this happened to us? Where are all his wonders 
that our ancestors told us about when they said, 
‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But 

now the LORD has abandoned us and given us 
into the hand of Midian.” 



Judges 6:1-16

14 The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the 
strength you have and save Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 

15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but 
how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 
16 The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and 
you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving 

none alive.



“What is our view of God?” 
and

“What is our view of ourselves?”



A) Small Gideon, Small God 
(Judges 6:11-12)



Judges 6:11-12

11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down 
under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash

the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was 
threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from 
the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD

appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with 
you, mighty warrior.”



The good news is that God can still find you 
even in your hiding place



Psalm 18:2

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take 

refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold. 



“They viewed God as a heavenly advil tablet.” 
(Skip Heitzig)



God is interested in fixing the source, 
not the symptom



Judges 6:14

“Go in the strength you have and save Israel out 
of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”



Judges 6:16

“I will be with you, and you will strike down all 
the Midianites, leaving none alive.”



There is no greater promise than the tangible 
presence of God



2) Small Gideon, Big God 
(Judges 6:25-27)



Judges 6:25-27

25 That same night the LORD said to him, “Take 
the second bull from your father’s herd, the one 
seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to 

Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 



Judges 6:25-27

26 Then build a proper kind of altar to the LORD
your God on the top of this height. Using the 
wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, 

offer the second bull as a burnt offering.” 27 So 
Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the 

LORD told him. 



A) When you see God rightly, you see 
your sin rightly

(Judges 6:28-29)



Judges 6:28-29

28 In the morning when the people of the town 
got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with 

the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the 
second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! 

29 They asked each other, “Who did this?” When 
they carefully investigated, they were told, 

“Gideon son of Joash did it.”



B) When you see God rightly, the world 
sees you differently

(Judges 6:32)



Judges 6:32

So because Gideon broke down Baal’s altar, 
they gave him the name Jerub-Baal that day, 

saying, “Let Baal contend with him.” 



You are not who people say you are, you are 
who God says you are



C) When you see God rightly, the Spirit 
empowers you supernaturally

(Judges 6:34)



Judges 6:34

“Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Gideon, 
and he blew a trumpet, summoning the 

Abiezrites to follow him.” 



As Christians, we believe in the Holy Spirit, as 
Pentecostals we experience the Holy Spirit



3) Big Gideon, Big God 
(Judges 7:15-18)



Judges 7:15-18

He returned to the camp of Israel and called 
out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite 

camp into your hands.” 16 Dividing the three 
hundred men into three companies, he placed 
trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of 

them, with torches inside. 



Judges 6:25-27

17 “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. 
When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly 
as I do. 18 When I and all who are with me blow 
our trumpets, then from all around the camp 
blow yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and for 

Gideon.’” 



A) The Voice of a Leader
(Judges 7:15)



Judges 7:15

He returned to the camp of Israel and called 
out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite 

camp into your hands.”



Gideon is an example that God does not 
always called the equipped, but He often 

equips the called 



B) The Example of a Leader
(Judges 7:17)



Judges 7:17

17 “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. 
When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly 

as I do.



1 Peter 5:2-3

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 
care, watching over them—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to 

be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to 
serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock.”



1 Corinthians 11:1

“Follow my example, as I follow the example 
of Christ.”



C) The Humility of a Leader
(Judges 7:18)



Judges 7:18

18 When I and all who are with me blow our 
trumpets, then from all around the camp blow 

yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and for 
Gideon.’” 



Psalm 115:1

“Not to us, LORD, not to us
but to your name be the glory, because of 

your love and faithfulness.”



4) Big Gideon, Small God 
(Judges 8:27-32)



Judges 8:27-32

27 Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which 
he placed in Ophrah, his town. All Israel 

prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, 
and it became a snare to Gideon and his family. 

28 Thus Midian was subdued before the 
Israelites and did not raise its head again. 

During Gideon’s lifetime, the land had peace 
forty years. 



Judges 8:27-32

29 Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home to 
live. 30 He had seventy sons of his own, for he 

had many wives. 31 His concubine, who lived in 
Shechem, also bore him a son, whom he named 
Abimelek. 32 Gideon son of Joash died at a good 
old age and was buried in the tomb of his father 

Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 



Judges 8:27-32

33 No sooner had Gideon died than the Israelites 
again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They 

set up Baal-Berith as their god 34 and did not 
remember the LORD their God, who had rescued 

them from the hands of all their enemies on 
every side. 35 They also failed to show any 
loyalty to the family of Jerub-Baal (that is, 

Gideon) in spite of all the good things he had 
done for them.



Deuteronomy 17:17

17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will 
be led astray. He must not accumulate large 

amounts of silver and gold.



A) Plurality of gods
(Judges 8:27)



Judges 8:27

27 Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which 
he placed in Ophrah, his town. All Israel 

prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, 
and it became a snare to Gideon and his family.



Idol worship is likened to prostitution 



A) Plurality of relationships
(Judges 8:30)



Judges 8:30

30 He had seventy sons of his own, for he had 
many wives. 31 His concubine, who lived in 

Shechem, also bore him a son, whom he named 
Abimelek.



Who is king of your life? Are you king of your 
life or is God king of your life?



Hebrews 11:32-34

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell 
about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about 
David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and 
gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped 
the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 

strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies.



What is your default mindset? Are you suffering 
from a shrunken view of God and a wrong 

view of yourself? 



Romans 12:2

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God's will is ― his good, pleasing and perfect will.




