


Judges 16:23-31

23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to 
offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to 

celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered 
Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” 24 When 

the people saw him, they praised their god, 
saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy into 
our hands, the one who laid waste our land and 

multiplied our slain.”



Judges 16:23-31

25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, 
“Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they 

called Samson out of the prison, and he 
performed for them. When they stood him 

among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant 
who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the 

pillars that support the temple, so that I may 
lean against them.”



Judges 16:23-31

27 Now the temple was crowded with men and 
women; all the rulers of the Philistines were 

there, and on the roof were about three 
thousand men and women watching Samson 
perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, 
“Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, 
strengthen me just once more, and let me with 
one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my 

two eyes.”



Judges 16:23-31

29 Then Samson reached toward the two central 
pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing 

himself against them, his right hand on the one 
and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, 

“Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he 
pushed with all his might, and down came the 

temple on the rulers and all the people in it. 
Thus he killed many more when he died than 

while he lived.



Judges 16:23-31

31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole 
family went down to get him. They brought him 

back and buried him between Zorah and 
Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He 

had led Israel twenty years.



1) The Surrendered Life
I Am Set Apart



Our lifestyle reveals much about our affections



Judges 16:17-20

17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever 
been used on my head,” he said, “because I have 

been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my 
mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my 

strength would leave me, and I would become 
as weak as any other man.” 18 When Delilah saw 
that he had told her everything, she sent word 

to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once 
more; he has told me everything.” 



Judges 16:17-20

So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the 
silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep 

on her lap, she called for someone to shave off 
the seven braids of his hair, and so began to 

subdue him. And his strength left him. 20 Then 
she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon 

you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll 
go out as before and shake myself free.” But he 

did not know that the LORD had left him.



Judges 16:21

22 But the hair on his head began to grow again 
after it had been shaved.



Judges 16:17-20

28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign 
LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me 

just once more, and let me with one blow get 
revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 

29 Then Samson reached toward the two central 
pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing 

himself against them, his right hand on the one 
and his left hand on the other, 



Judges 16:17-20

30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” 
Then he pushed with all his might, and down 

came the temple on the rulers and all the people 
in it. Thus he killed many more when he died 

than while he lived.



We spend the most time (four chapters) 
reviewing the worst of the major judges



2) The Spiritual Life
I Am Spirit-Led



Samson is the only judge that does God’s will 
without an army



A) First Move of the Holy Spirit
(Judges 13:24-25)



Judges 13:24-25

24 The woman gave birth to a boy and named 
him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed 

him, 25 and the Spirit of the LORD began to stir 
him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between 

Zorah and Eshtaol.



B) Second Move of the Holy Spirit
(Judges 14:5-6)



Judges 14:5-6

5 Samson went down to Timnah together with 
his father and mother. As they approached the 

vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion 
came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of the 

LORD came powerfully upon him so that he tore 
the lion apart with his bare hands as he might 
have torn a young goat. But he told neither his 

father nor his mother what he had done.



1 Peter 5:8-9

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing 

firm in the faith.



C) Third Move of the Holy Spirit
(Judges 14:19)



Judges 14:19

19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully 
upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck 

down thirty of their men, stripped them of 
everything and gave their clothes to those who 

had explained the riddle.



With the Holy Spirit, what is considered bad 
odds in the natural (one vs. thirty) is good odds 

in the supernatural



D) Final Move of the Holy Spirit
(Judges 15:14-15)



Judges 15:14-15

14 As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came 
toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD
came powerfully upon him. The ropes on his 

arms became like charred flax, and the bindings 
dropped from his hands. 15 Finding a fresh 

jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck 
down a thousand men.



Isaiah 61:1-3

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s 
favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn, 



Isaiah 61:1-3

3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to 
bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 

ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 



With the Holy Spirit, you have a best odds guarantee



Zechariah 4:6

Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,'
says the LORD Almighty.



3) The Sinful Life
I Am Not Self-Controlled



Samson’s eyes and sight have become his 
tragic flaw 



Judges 21:25

6 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did 
as they saw fit.



Hedonism is not only every man’s battle, but 
rather, this is every human’s battle 



A) A Wife from Timnah
(Judges 14:1-4)



Judges 15:14-15

1 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a 
young Philistine woman. 2 When he returned, 

he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a 
Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for 

me as my wife.” 3 His father and mother replied, 
“Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your 

relatives or among all our people? 



Judges 15:14-15

Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to 
get a wife?” But Samson said to his father, “Get 
her for me. She’s the right one for me.” 4 (His 
parents did not know that this was from the 

LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront 
the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling 

over Israel.)



2 Corinthians 6:14-17

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. 
For what partnership can righteousness have 
with wickedness? Or what fellowship does light 
have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there 

between Christ and Belial? Or what does a 
believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16

What agreement can exist between the temple 
of God and idols? 



2 Corinthians 6:14-17

For we are the temple of the living God. As God 
has said:

“I will live with them and walk among them, 
and I will be their God, and they will be My 
people.” 17 “Therefore come out from among 

them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no 
unclean thing, and I will receive you.”



B) A Prostitute from Gaza
(Judges 16:1-4)



Judges 16:1-2

1 One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a 
prostitute. He went in to spend the night with 

her. 2 The people of Gaza were told, “Samson is 
here!” So they surrounded the place and lay in 

wait for him all night at the city gate. They 
made no move during the night, saying, “At 

dawn we’ll kill him.”



Hosea 1:2-3

2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, 
the LORD said to him, “Go, marry a 

promiscuous woman and have children with 
her, for like an adulterous wife this land is 

guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” 3 So he 
married Gomer daughter of Diblaim. 



Hosea 3:1

1 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to 
your wife again, though she is loved by another 
man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD
loves the Israelites, though they turn to other 

gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 



Hosea is a living prophesy about promiscuity 
and love and offers a call to repentance that we 

should not resist



1 Corinthians 10:11-13

11 Now these things happened to them as 
examples and were written down as warnings 
for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has 
come. 12 So the one who thinks he is standing 

firm should be careful not to fall. 



1 Corinthians 10:11-13

13 No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man. And God is faithful; He will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can 
bear. But when you are tempted, He will also 
provide an escape, so that you can stand up 

under it.



C) A Woman from the Valley of Sorek
(Judges 16:4-5)



Judges 16:4-5

4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman 
in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 

5 The rulers of the Philistines went to her and 
said, “See if you can lure him into showing you 
the secret of his great strength and how we can 

overpower him so we may tie him up and 
subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven 

hundred shekels of silver.”



Sometimes we mistake lust for love



1 John 2:16

For everything in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world. 



Worldliness is an operative worldview just like 
Christianity is an operative worldview 



Judges 16:21

21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out 
his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding 

him with bronze shackles, they set him to 
grinding grain in the prison. 



Matthew 5:29-30

29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it 
out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 

one part of your body than for your whole body to 
be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it 

away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to go into hell. 



“If we establish the wrong pattern, [you’ll] be 
looking for five steps to this or three steps to 
that kind of approach to Christianity. [You’ll] 

go to the Bible looking for yourself rather than 
looking for Christ.” 

(Trevin Wax)



“Jesus is not only the true and better Adam, 
Jesus is the true and better Samson”. 

(J.D. Greear) 



Hebrews 11:39-40

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised, 

40 since God had planned something better for us 
so that only together with us would they be made 

perfect.



Question: Where is the Samson in me?
Prayer: God form Christ in me




