


SINGLENESS



25 Now about virgins: I have no command from the 
Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the 
Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 26 Because of the 

present crisis, I think that it is good for a man to 
remain as he is. 27 Are you pledged to a woman? 

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



Do not seek to be released. Are you free from 
such a commitment? Do not look for a wife. 28 But 

if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a 
virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who 
marry will face many troubles in this life, and I 

want to spare you this.

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the 
time is short. From now on those who have wives 
should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, 
as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they 
were not; those who buy something, as if it were 
not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of 

the world, as if not engrossed in them.

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



32 I would like you to be free from concern. An 
unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s 

affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married 
man is concerned about the affairs of this world—

how he can please his wife— 34 and his interests are 
divided. 

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about 
the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the 

Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is 
concerned about the affairs of this world—how she 
can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your 
own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live 

in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



36 If anyone is worried that he might not be acting 
honourably toward the virgin he is engaged to, and 
if his passions are too strong and he feels he ought 

to marry, he should do as he wants. He is not 
sinning. They should get married. 

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



37 But the man who has settled the matter in his 
own mind, who is under no compulsion but has 

control over his own will, and who has made up his 
mind not to marry the virgin—this man also does 

the right thing.

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



38 So then, he who marries the virgin does right, 
but he who does not marry her does better.

39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he 
lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry 

anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord. 
40 In my judgment, she is happier if she stays as she 

is—and I think that I too have the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 7:25-40



I have no command from the Lord, but I give a 
judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is 

trustworthy.

1 Corinthians 7:25



Single Unmarried

Single Widowed

Single Divorced



1 How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? How 
long will you hide your face from me? 2 How long 

must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day 
have sorrow in my heart?

Psalm 13:1-2



1) Singleness is Good
(vs. 26-28)



26 Because of the present crisis, I think that it is 
good for a man to remain as he is. 27 Are you 

pledged to a woman? Do not seek to be released. 
Are you free from such a commitment? Do not 

look for a wife. 28 But if you do marry, you have 
not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not 

sinned. But those who marry will face many 
troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.

1 Corinthians 7:26-28



“It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with 
a woman.” (vs. 1)

“Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is 
good for them to stay unmarried, as I do.” (vs. 8)

“Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good 
for a man to remain as he is.” (vs. 26)



Christians have not done a very good job at 
celebrating singleness



Christians must break the very skill they have 
mastered; the art of comparison



7 I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of 
you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, 

another has that.

1 Corinthians 7:7



“Two halves do not make a whole in marriage. 
Marriage is about two wholes becoming one. The 

challenge of singleness is not seeing yourself as a half 
waiting for another half, but as one whole.”

(Kylie Padiath)



Sometimes we see salvation and spiritual gifts as 
gifts, but marriage and singleness not as gifts



2) Time is Short
(vs. 29-31)



29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the 
time is short. From now on those who have wives 
should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, 
as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they 
were not; those who buy something, as if it were 
not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of 
the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this 

world in its present form is passing away.

1 Corinthians 7:29-31



A) Persecution is Pending 
(vs. 26)



“Because of the present crisis.” 

1 Corinthians 7:26



B) Life is Short
(vs. 29)



“The time is short.”

1 Corinthians 7:29



C) Jesus is Coming
(vs. 31)



“For this world in its present form is passing away.”

1 Corinthians 7:31



12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, 
and I will give to each person according to what 

they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”

Revelation 22:12



3) Undivided Devotion
(vs. 32-35)



32 I would like you to be free from concern. An 
unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s 
affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33 But a 

married man is concerned about the affairs of this 
world—how he can please his wife— 34 and his 

interests are divided. 

1 Corinthians 7:32-35



An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about 
the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the 

Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is 
concerned about the affairs of this world—how she 
can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your 
own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live 

in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:32-35



Allow your devotion to inform your decision and not 
your decision to inform your devotion



Have we no right to take along a believing wife, as 
do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and 

Cephas?

1 Corinthians 9:5



Singleness feels like curse when you are building 
your own kingdom, but feels like a blessing when 

you are building God’s kingdom



19 I will give them an undivided heart and put a new 
spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart 

of stone and give them a heart of flesh.

Ezekiel 11:19



4) Choose Purity
(vs. 36-38)



36 If anyone is worried that he might not be acting 
honourably toward the virgin he is engaged to, and 
if his passions are too strong and he feels he ought 

to marry, he should do as he wants. He is not 
sinning. They should get married. 

1 Corinthians 7:36-38



37 But the man who has settled the matter in his 
own mind, who is under no compulsion but has 

control over his own will, and who has made up his 
mind not to marry the virgin—this man also does 
the right thing. 38 So then, he who marries the 

virgin does right, but he who does not marry her 
does better.

1 Corinthians 7:36-38



A) Passion
(vs. 36)



B) Self-control
(vs. 37)



5) Don’t Settle
(vs. 39-40)



39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he 
lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry 

anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord. 
40 In my judgment, she is happier if she stays as she 

is—and I think that I too have the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 7:39-40



“The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may 
the name of the LORD be praised.”

Job 1:21



Opposites (a Christian and non-Christian) may 
attract, but they actually subtract



1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the seven 
golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard 

work and your perseverance. I know that you 
cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have 

tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, 
and have found them false. 

Revelation 2:1-5



3 You have persevered and have endured hardships 
for my name, and have not grown weary. 4 Yet I 

hold this against you: You have forsaken the love 
you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! 

Repent and do the things you did at first. 

Revelation 2:1-5



In our pursuit for physical love, have we 
misplaced our spiritual love for Jesus




