


MARRIAGE



21 Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own 

husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband 
is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything.

Ephesians 5:21-33



25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, 27 and to present her to himself 

as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

Ephesians 5:21-33



28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their 
own body, but they feed and care for their body, 

just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are 
members of his body. 

Ephesians 5:21-33



31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—

but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
33 However, each one of you also must love his 
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 

respect her husband.

Ephesians 5:21-33



The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to 
be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”

Genesis 2:18



1) Wives are likened to the Church
(vs. 22-24)



22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands 
as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the 

head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything.

Ephesians 5:22-24



- Submission requires two people; it requires 
relationship  

- Submission brings equality into marriage and 
reduce pride in marriage

- Submission requires a person to defer his or her 
own preference out of a motivation of love so 
that someone else can take the lead

- Submission is a voluntary choice reinforced by 
action



21 Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.

Ephesians 5:21



Submission in marriage is not a one-way street, it 
is a two-way street



Do not read into the text, but read out of the text



A) Wives submit to husbands as 
women do to the Lord



30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 

all your strength.

Mark 12:30



Our willingness to submit to Jesus is the central 
question. If we can submit to Jesus, then we can 

submit to any person



B) Husbands are the heads of their wives as 
Christ is the head of the church



I want you to understand that the head of every 
man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, 

and the head of Christ is God.

1 Corinthians 11:3



God has built into creation a principle of 
headship, otherwise we might foolishly try to lord 

over God



C) As the Church submits to Christ so 
also wives submit to their husbands



The Christ-community is a submitting community



- Wives and husbands (Ephesians 5:22-33)
- Children and parents (Ephesians 6:1-4)
- Employees and employers (Ephesians 6:5-9)
- Congregants and pastors (Hebrews 13:17)



2) Husbands are likened to Christ 
(vs. 25-30)



25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, 27 and to present her to himself 

as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

Ephesians 5:25-30



. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their 
own body, but they feed and care for their body, 

just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are 
members of his body.

Ephesians 5:25-30



A) Husbands love your wives as 
Christ loves the church 



5 In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 

nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 

Philippians 2:5-8



7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross!

Philippians 2:5-8



Greater love has no [husband] than this: to lay 
down one's life for one's [wife].

John 15:13



I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, 18 may have power, together with all the 

Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may 
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 3:18-19



B) Husbands love your wives as 
your own body 



4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8



28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 

loves himself. 

Ephesians 5:28



There are one thousand reasons why you might 
not love yourself, but not loving your wife should 

not be one of them



3) The Church is likened to the Bride
(vs. 31-32)



5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise 
our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both 
great and small!” 6 Then I heard what sounded like a 
great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For 
our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be 

glad and give him glory! 

Revelation 19:5-9



For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and 

clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for 
the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 9 Then the 
angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who 
are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And 

he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

Revelation 19:5-9



The bride represents the church and she is 
composed of men and women and husbands and 

wives. We are the church! Together we are all His 
bride!



When you hurt your marriages, you actually hurt 
the church and furthermore hurt the bride of 

Christ



26 To make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with 
water through the word, 27 and to present her to 

himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Ephesians 5:26-27



5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your 
hand upon me.

Psalm 139:5




