


THE CULTURE OF HONOUR



1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the 
house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 

carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a 
man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 

3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 

4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the 
man, he healed him and sent him on his way.

Luke 14:1-14



5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a 
child or an ox that falls into a well on the 

Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it 
out?” 6 And they had nothing to say.

Luke 14:1-14



7 When he noticed how the guests picked the 
places of honour at the table, he told them this 

parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a 
wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, 
for a person more distinguished than you may 

have been invited.

Luke 14:1-14



9 If so, the host who invited both of you will 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 

the least important place. 10 But when 
you are invited, take the lowest place, so that 

when your host comes, he will say to you, 
‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ 
Then you will be honoured in the 
presence of all the other guests.

Luke 14:1-14



11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves 

will be exalted.” 12 Then Jesus said to his host, 
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, 

your relatives, or your rich neighbours; 
if you do, they may invite you back 

and so you will be repaid.

Luke 14:1-14



13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, 

14 and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.”

Luke 14:1-14



Have you ever realized that the entire world 
expects children to obey the fifth 

commandment (Exodus 20:12), to “Honour 
your father and mother”?



Honour begets honour



God deserves all of the honour



To honour is to identify the creativity of the 
Creator in the created, in both Christians and 

non-Christians alike



“To honour a person is to believe the best 
about them and to let them know it. To 

dishonour a person is to believe the worst and 
to let others know it.”

- Craig Groeschel, Alter Ego -



God forgive us for creating a culture of honour 
on Sunday only to leave this place to adopt a 
culture of dishonour from Monday to Saturday



1) Honouring Those Who Have Value 
(vs. 1-6) 



One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the 
house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 

carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a 
man suffering from abnormal swelling of his 

body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts 
in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 

or not?” 

Luke 14:1-6



4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of 
the man, he healed him and sent him on his 

way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has 
a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it 

out?” 6 And they had nothing to say.

Luke 14:1-6



Jesus is always in ministry mode 
and so should we



When Jesus speaks the Pharisees are silenced



In the four gospels, Jesus honours 
people by healing people



Jesus is teaching us that what you value 
is what you will honour



Multiple times a day we ought to ask ourselves 
the question, “How can I honour him?” 

or “How can I honour her?” 



Outdo yourselves in honoring one another.

Romans 12:10



I believe that it is time to revalue our values! 



2) Honouring Those Who Have Authority 
(vs. 7-8)



7 When he noticed how the guests picked the 
places of honour at the table, he told them this 

parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a 
wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, 
for a person more distinguished than you may 

have been invited.

Luke 14:7-8



There is always someone more 
important than you! 



Let everyone be subject to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that 

exist have been established by God. 
2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves.

Romans 13:1-2



6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the 
authorities are God’s servants, who give their 
full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what 
you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; 

if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 
respect; if honour, then honour.

Romans 13:6-7



3) Honouring Those Who Cannot Repay 
(vs. 12-14)



12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give 
a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your 
rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you 

back and so you will be repaid.

Luke 14:12-14



13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind, 

14 and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.”

Luke 14:1-14



Your guest-list reveals your internal motivation



Christianity teaches that elitism must end



Jesus identifies four circles of exclusivity:
- Exclusivity to friends

- Exclusivity to your brothers or sisters
- Exclusivity to your relatives

- Exclusivity to your rich neighbours



17 Show proper respect to everyone, 
love the family of believers, fear God, 

honour the emperor. 

1 Peter 2:17




