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Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 -~

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king*in
Jerusalem: 2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says

the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is
meaningless.” 3 What do people gain from all
their labors at which they toil under the sun?

* Generations come and generations go, but the
earth remains forever. > The sun rises and the
sun sets,and hurries back to where it rises.
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° The wind blows to the south and turns to tIQe .
north; round and round it goes, ever returning

on its course. ’ All streams flow into the sea, yet
the sea is never full. To the place the streams
come from, there they return again.

8 All things are wearisome, more than
one can say. The eye never has enough
~ » of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.
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> What has been will be again, what has beep i
done will be done again; there is nothing new

under the sun. *° Is there anything of which one
can say, “Look! This is something new”? It was
here already, long ago; it was here before our

time. ! No one remembers the former
generations, and even those yet to come will not
~be remembered by those who follow them.
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The best way to describe
and read Ecclesiastes is as
“tongue-in-cheek”




Ecclesiastes describes
what life is like when you
take God out of the picture




Ecclesiastes does not explicitly
proclaim the gospel, but it does
implicitly tells us the reason
why we need the gospel



Ecclesiastes also deconstructs the prevaIEnt
philosophies of our world:

Existentialism: freedom to decide our own purpose in a purposeless world

Hedonism: the pursuit of pleasure and happiness as the purpose of life
Nihilism: the rejection of all truths resulting in the belief that life is meaningless

Fatalism: the powerless to do anything other than what we were fixed to do
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Ecclesiastes 1:1

! The words of the Teacher, son of David, king
in Jerusalem




A) Solomon was the wisest man
that ever lived
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1 Kings 3:11-14 -~ =
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11 So God said to him, “Since you have asked for
this and not for long life or wealth for yourself,

nor have asked for the death of your enemies
but for discernment in administering justice,
121 will do what you have asked. I will give

~you a wise and discerning heart, so that
»  there will never have been anyone
“..  likeayou, nor will there ever be.
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13 Moreover, | will give you what you have not
asked for — both wealth and honour — so that

in your lifetime you will have no equal among
kings. ** And if you walk in obedience to me and
keep my decrees and commands as David your

father did, | will give you a long life.”
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God’s ways are still higher than
Solomon’s ways




B) Solomon was more popular than
we will ever know
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1 Kings 4:29-31, 34

29 God gave Solomon wisdom and very great
insight, and a breadth of understanding as

measureless as the sand on the seashore.
30 Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the
wisdom of all the people of the East, and greater

§ than all the wisdom of Egypt.
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31 He was wiser than anyone else, including
Ethan the Ezrahite — wiser than Heman,

Kalkol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And his
fame spread to all the surrounding nations...
>4 From all nations people came to listen to

Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of
~ the world, who had heard of his wisdom.
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1 Kings 10:23-25

23 King Solomon was greater in riches and
wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.

4 The whole world sought audience with
Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his
heart. 2> Year after year, everyone who came

brought a gift — articles of silver and gold, robes,
~F ..weapons and spices, and horses and mules.
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We can see that wisdom from God
IS @ precious commodity




C) Solomon was the most mediocre
leader in Israel
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1 Kings 11:1-6 ~ e

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign
women besides Pharaoh’s daughter — Moabites,

Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites.
> They were from nations about which the LORD
had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry

with them, because they will surely turn
}ypur hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless,
»._Solomon held fast to them in love.
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3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and
three hundred concubines, and his wives led

him astray. * As Solomon grew old, his wives
turned his heart after other gods, and his heart
was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the

heart of David his father had been.
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> He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of the

Ammonites. ° So Solomon did evil in the eyes of
the LORD; he did not follow the LORD
completely, as David his father had done.
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Life without God is not
a viable option




Mark 8:36

What good is it for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul?




Ecclesiastes 1:2

> “Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless!

Everything is meaningless.”




(vs. 5-7)




Ecclesiastes 1:5-7 ;

> The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back
to where it rises. ® The wind blows to the south

and turns to the north; round and round it goes,
ever returning on its course. 7 All streams flow
into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place

the streams come from, there they return again.
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The Coriolis Effect
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Solomon struggles to see that the
God-given mission of nature is
to create the sustainable conditions
for all of humanity to live out their

God-given mission
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2) Life is Wearisome




Ecclesiastes 1:8

All things are wearisome, more than
one can say. The eye never has enough of

seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.




Without God, we will see everything
in life as a means to an end




What is the point of life if we never
discover the missional purpose
behind everything we do?
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Romans 10:14-15 - - ~
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14 How, then, can they call on the one they have
not believed in? And how can they believe in the

one of whom they have not heard? And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them?
1> And how can anyone preach unless they are

sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet
. of those who bring good news!”
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(vs. 9-10)




Ecclesiastes 1:9-10

> What has been will be again, what has been
done will be done again; there is nothing new

under the sun. ° Is there anything of which
one can say, “Look! This is something new”?
It was here already, long ago;

it was here before our time.
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“The human race is the same _ -
bunch of sinners it has always been
and nothing we have done really
makes a difference.”

X
»

(The Christ-Centered Commentary:
Exalting Jesus in Ecclesiastes)
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|Isaiah 43:18-19

18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the
past. ° See | am doing a new thing! Now it

springs up; do you not perceive it?”



Ecclesiastes 1:11

No one remembers the former generations,
and even those yet to come will not be

remembered by those who follow them.



1. What general wisdom did your
parents or grandparents share with
vou that you still follow today?



2. As an adult, what godly
wisdom would you pass on to
the next generation?




Everything is not meaningless,
everything is missional
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