


EXTREMES ARE 
MEANINGLESS



Ecclesiastes 7:13-22
13 Consider what God has done: Who can 

straighten what he has made crooked? 14 When 
times are good, be happy; but when times are 

bad, consider this: God has made the one as well 
as the other. Therefore, no one can discover 

anything about their future.



15 In this meaningless life of mine I have seen 
both of these: the righteous perishing in their 

righteousness, and the wicked living long in their 
wickedness. 16 Do not be overrighteous, neither 
be overwise— why destroy yourself? 17 Do not 
be overwicked, and do not be a fool—why die 
before your time? 18 It is good to grasp the one 
and not let go of the other. Whoever fears God 

will avoid all extremes.



19 Wisdom makes one wise person more 
powerful than ten rulers in a city. 20 Indeed, 
there is no one on earth who is righteous, 

no one who does what is right and never sins. 
21 Do not pay attention to every word people say, 

or you may hear your servant cursing you—
22 for you know in your heart that many times 

you yourself have cursed others.



We live life in extremes: 
There is no such thing as 

“normal” Christianity 



A is for Alcohol
B is for Baptism

C is for Contraception
D is for Dating

E is for Evolution and Creation
F is for Fallen Leaders

G is for Going to a Seeker-Sensitive Approach
H is for Halloween

I is for Israel and Palestine
J is for Just Go to the Doctor or Try Natural Remedies

K is for Krispy Kreme or Whole Foods
L is for The Lord’s Supper

M is for Marketing in the Church



N is for Natal Matters
O is for the Ordination of Women

P is for Parenting
Q is for Quaint

R is for R-rated Movies
S is for Schooling

T is for Time to Leave our Church
U is for the Use of Psychology in Counselling Christians

V is for Voting
W is for Worship

X is for Ecstatic Utterances
Y is for Yoga

Z is for Z End of Z World



Paradox #1:
The Righteous Perish and the 

Wicked Live Long 
(vs. 13-15)



Ecclesiastes 7:13-15
13 Consider what God has done: Who can straighten 

what he has made crooked? 14 When times are 
good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider 

this: God has made the one as well as the other. 
Therefore, no one can discover anything about 

their future. 15 In this meaningless life of 
mine I have seen both of these: the righteous 

perishing in their righteousness, and the 
wicked living long in their wickedness.



“Why does God allow bad things 
happen to good people?”



Our lives are not to be built on the 
supremacy of humankind, but on 

the supremacy of Christ



What makes you think that what 
you are going through is “bad”?



Genesis 50:20
You intended to harm me, but God intended 
it for good to accomplish what is now being 

done, the saving of many lives.



What makes you think that 
you are “good”? 



“How on earth can a holy and righteous God, know 
what I did, thought and said yesterday and not kill 

me in my sleep last night? Until you ask the 
question that way, you believe the problem is out 

there. Until you ask the question that way, you 
believe that there are somehow, some individuals 

who in and of themselves deserve something 
other than the wrath of Almighty God.”

- Voddie Baucham -



“Why do bad things happen to good 
people? That only happened once, 

and He volunteered.”

- R. C. Sproul -



Paradox #2: 
Do Not Be Over-Righteous, Over-

Wise or Over-Wicked 
(vs. 16-19)



Ecclesiastes 7:16-19
16 Do not be overrighteous, neither be overwise—

why destroy yourself? 17 Do not be overwicked, 
and do not be a fool—why die before your time? 
18 It is good to grasp the one and not let go of the 
other. Whoever fears God will avoid all extremes. 

19 Wisdom makes one wise person more 
powerful than ten rulers in a city. 



When God is not at the 
center of our lives, we default 

to living life in extremes 



Ecclesiastes 7:16-17
16 Do not be over-righteous, neither be 

over-wise— why destroy yourself? 
17 Do not be overwicked, and do not be a fool—

why die before your time? 



A) Over-righteous



The chief evil of over-righteousness 
is comparison



Isaiah 64:6
All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.



Isaiah 61:10
I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul 

rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me 
with garments of salvation and arrayed 

me in a robe of his righteousness 



B) Over-wise



Proverbs 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.



Genesis 3:7
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 

and they realized they were naked.



Wisdom is not a philosophical 
construct, wisdom is a Person 



1 Corinthians 1:30
It is because of [God] that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that 
is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 



C) Over-wicked



1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.



Over-wickedness is the refusal to 
monitor righteousness



Matthew 7:13-14
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the 

gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 

14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.



Paradox 3: 
No One Does Right And Never Sins

(vs. 20-22)



Ecclesiastes 7:20-22
20 Indeed, there is no one on earth who is 

righteous, no one who does what is right and 
never sins. 21 Do not pay attention to every word 
people say, or you may hear your servant cursing 

you—22 for you know in your heart that many 
times you yourself have cursed others.



The paradoxical nature of 
Christianity is that the pursuit of 

righteousness will be always 
shadowed by the enticement of sin



Christians can be the rudest 
people we know



Ecclesiastes 7:22
22 For you know in your heart that many times 

you yourself have cursed others.



John 8:7
Let any one of you who is without sin be 

the first to throw a stone at her.



You are not who you think you are. 
You are who God says you are.



“The hearts of the two brothers were the same. 
Both sons resented their father’s authority and sought 
ways of getting out from under it. They each wanted 

to get into a position in which they could tell the 
father what to do. Each one, in other words, rebelled, 

but one did so by being very bad and the other by 
being extremely good. Both were alienated from the 

father’s heart; both were lost sons.”
- Tim Keller, The Prodigal God -




