


From 
Preference 

to Deference



25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and 
turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be my 

disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:25-35



28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. 
Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost 
to see if you have enough money to complete 
it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not 

able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to 

build and wasn’t able to finish.’

Luke 14:25-35



31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war 
against another king. Won’t he first sit down 

and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is 
not able, he will send a delegation while the 

other is still a long way off and will 
ask for terms of peace.

Luke 14:25-35



33 In the same way, those of you who do not 
give up everything you have cannot be my 
disciples. 34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 

35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for 
the manure pile; it is thrown out.

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

Luke 14:25-35



Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above yourselves. 

- Romans 12:10 -



Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
empty pride, but in humility consider 

others more important than yourselves.
- Philippians 2:3 -



1) The 
Comparison of 
Discipleship 

(vs. 25-26)



25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and 
turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person 

cannot be my disciple. 

Luke 14:25-26



55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t 
his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his 

brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 
56 Aren’t all his sisters with us?”

Matthew 13:55-56



Discipleship offends the 
human heart!



48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, 
and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his 

disciples, he said, “Here are my mother 
and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the 
will of my Father in heaven is my brother 

and sister and mother.”

Matthew 12:48-50



Discipleship reinterprets who 
we consider as family 



Be the primary disciple-maker 
of your family



Who you love and who you hate 
determines the authenticity 

of your discipleship



2) The 
Carrying of 
Discipleship

(vs. 27)



27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.

Luke 14:27



The call to cross-bearing predates 
Jesus’ own crucifixion



Yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
you will need to carry your cross in 

order to be a disciple of Jesus



A) The Cross 
Represents 

Crime



Are you willing to follow Jesus even 
if it is a crime? 



B) The Cross 
Represents 

Death



20 I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.

Galatians 2:20



What are the things that need to be 
put to death in your life today?



21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the 
father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by 

on his way in from the country, and they 
forced him to carry the cross.

Mark 15:21



13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his 
mother, who has been a mother to me, too.

Romans 16:13



Cross-carrying discipleship radically 
changes the faith trajectory of our 
families, even future generations



3) The Cost of 
Discipleship

(vs. 28-33)



28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. 
Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost 
to see if you have enough money to complete 
it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are not 

able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to 

build and wasn’t able to finish.’

Luke 14:25-33



31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war 
against another king. Won’t he first sit down 

and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming 

against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is 
not able, he will send a delegation while the 

other is still a long way off and will 
ask for terms of peace.

Luke 14:25-33



33 In the same way, those of you who 
do not give up everything you have 

cannot be my disciples.

Luke 14:25-33



Success is not determined by how many 
buildings you build with your wealth, or 
how many battles you win through your 
strength, it is about how faithful you 

are in your discipleship



A) Builders 
Count the 

Cost



Counting the cost is making a 
calculated commitment that we 

never break



B) Kings 
Count the 

Cost



Following Jesus will not cost you 
something, it will cost you 

everything



Love the Lord your God with ALL your heart 
and with ALL your soul and with ALL your 

mind and with ALL your strength.

Mark 12:30



66 From this time many of his disciples turned 
back and no longer followed him.

John 6:66



Arthur Blessit



“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

Luke 14:35




