


THE LIFE OF JACOB



1 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming 
with his four hundred men; so he divided the 

children among Leah, Rachel and the two female 
servants. 2 He put the female servants and their 

children in front, Leah and her children next, and 
Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went 
on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven 

times as he approached his brother.

Genesis 33:1-11



4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; 
he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. 

And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked up and saw 
the women and children. “Who are these with 

you?” he asked. Jacob answered, “They are the 
children God has graciously given your servant.” 

6 Then the female servants and their children 
approached and bowed down.

Genesis 33:1-11



7 Next, Leah and her children came and bowed 
down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, 
and they too bowed down. 8 Esau asked, 

“What’s the meaning of all these flocks and 
herds I met?” “To find favour in your eyes, 

my lord,” he said. 9 But Esau said, “I already 
have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have 

for yourself.”

Genesis 33:1-11



10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found 
favour in your eyes, accept this gift from me. 
For to see your face is like seeing the face of 

God, now that you have received me 
favourably. 11 Please accept the present that 

was brought to you, for God has been gracious 
to me and I have all I need.” And because 

Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.

Genesis 33:1-11



21 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his 
wife, because she was childless. The LORD
answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 

became pregnant. 22 The babies jostled each 
other within her, and she said, “Why is this 

happening to me?” So she went to inquire of 
the LORD. 

Genesis 25:21-26



23 The LORD said to her, “Two nations are in 
your womb, and two peoples from within 
you will be separated; one people will be 
stronger than the other, and the older will 
serve the younger.” 24 When the time came 

for her to give birth, there were twin boys in 
her womb. 

Genesis 25:21-26



25 The first to come out was red, and his whole 
body was like a hairy garment; so they named 
him Esau. 26 After this, his brother came out, 
with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was 

named Jacob.

Genesis 25:21-26



27 The boys grew up, and Esau became a 
skillful hunter, a man of the open country, 
while Jacob was content to stay at home 

among the tents. 28 Isaac, who had a taste for 
wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved 

Jacob.

Genesis 25:27-28



vs. 1-3
1) Fear-Factor



1 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming 
with his four hundred men; so he divided the 

children among Leah, Rachel and the two female 
servants. 2 He put the female servants and their 

children in front, Leah and her children next, and 
Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went 
on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven 

times as he approached his brother.

Genesis 33:1-3



Jacob operated in fear rather than 
in faith 



Fear brings out passive-aggressive 
behaviour



We need to stop treating people 
according to the flesh and start 

treating people according to 
the Spirit



19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions 21 and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like.

Galatians 5:19-21



vs. 4-7
2) Forgiveness-Factor



4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced 
him; he threw his arms around his neck and 

kissed him. And they wept. 5 Then Esau looked 
up and saw the women and children. “Who are 
these with you?” he asked. Jacob answered, 
“They are the children God has graciously 

given your servant.”

Genesis 33:4-7



6 Then the female servants and their children 
approached and bowed down. 7 Next, Leah 

and her children came and bowed down. Last 
of all came Joseph and Rachel, and they too 

bowed down. 

Genesis 33:4-7



It is not Jacob, but Esau who 
initiates forgiveness



Skepticism does not suit Christians 



19 We love because he first loved us.
20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does 
not love their brother and sister, whom they 
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have 

not seen. 

1 John 4:19-20



Forgiveness is not about being 
right, it is about being reconciled 



Esau ran to Jacob 

Esau embraced Jacob

Esau kissed Jacob

Esau and Jacob wept together



9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 
cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honour one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 

keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. 
12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 

faithful in prayer.

Romans 12:9-21



13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who 

persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one 

another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position.

Romans 12:9-21



Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right 
in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my 

dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written:

Romans 12:9-21



“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says 
the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy 
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good.

Romans 12:9-21



vs. 8-11
2) Favour-Factor



8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these 
flocks and herds I met?” “To find favour in 

your eyes, my lord,” he said. 9 But Esau said, 
“I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what 
you have for yourself.” 10 “No, please!” said 
Jacob. “If I have found favour in your eyes, 

accept this gift from me.

Genesis 33:8-11



For to see your face is like seeing the face of 
God, now that you have received me 

favourably. 11 Please accept the present that 
was brought to you, for God has been gracious 

to me and I have all I need.” And because 
Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.

Genesis 33:8-11



Forgiveness should be given with 
no strings attached



A) An Exchange of Grace



B) An Exchange of Generosity



True forgiveness occurs when 
you can see the face of God 

in the other person



Can you see God in your sibling?

Can your sibling see God in you? 



22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.

Galatians 5:22-23



“We forget that God's primary goal is not 
changing our situations or relationships so 

that we can be happy, but changing us 
through our situations and relationships so 

that we will be holy.”

- Paul David Tripp -



11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive 
for full restoration, encourage one another, 
be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 
love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 

another with a holy kiss.

2 Corinthians 13:11-14



13 All God’s people here send their greetings. 
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 Corinthians 13:11-14




