


THE BAPTISM OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT



1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to 

rest on each of them. 

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying 
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 

nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard their 
own language being spoken. 

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how 
is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 
12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, 

however, made fun of them and said, “They 
have had too much wine.”

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not 
drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the 

morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel:

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 

18 Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy.

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
and signs on the earth below, blood and fire 

and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be 
turned to darkness and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and glorious 
day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The 
promise is for you and your children and for 

all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.”

Acts 2:1-21; 38-39



1) SEEK
(vs. 1)



1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place. 

Acts 2:1



4 On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 

Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 1:4-5



12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem 
from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 

Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they 
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where 
they were staying. Those present were Peter, 
John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew; 

Acts 1:12-14



James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined 

together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

with his brothers.

Acts 1:12-14



We have stopped actively seeking 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit in 

our lives and in our churches



We are not followers of church 
tradition, we are followers of 

Christ’s teaching 



There is one baptism, but there 
are many fillings 



2) SUDDENLY
(vs. 2-3)



2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3 They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 

Acts 2:2-3



“8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is with 

everyone [baptized with] the Spirit.” 

John 3:8



11 “I baptize you with water. But one who is 
more powerful than I will come, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Matthew 3:11



3) SPEAK
(vs. 4-11) 



4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying 
in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 

nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard their 
own language being spoken. 

Acts 2:4-11



7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how 
is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Acts 2:4-11



10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome
11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 

Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 
the wonders of God in our own tongues!”

Acts 2:4-11



A) Occasionally A Foreign 
Language



B) Not Likely A Heavenly 
Language



1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels

1 Corinthians 13:1



C) It Is A Unique Language



2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not 
speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one 
understands them; they utter mysteries by 

the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:2



4) SCOPE
(vs. 16-18) 



16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet 
Joel: 17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour 

out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 

18 Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy.

Acts 2:16-18



The Holy Spirit is a barrier-breaker



BARRIER #1
Male vs. Female

(Sexism) 



Complementarianism suggests that 
men and women have different 
roles and men are to exercise 

headship over women



Egalitarianism suggests that men 
and women are both equal and 

can have the same roles



There were not just men, but 
there were men and women in the 

Upper Room



BARRIER #2
Young vs. Old

(Ageism) 



12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because 
you are young

1 Timothy 4:12



BARRIER #3
Master vs. Slave

(Classism) 



It does not matter if you 
employed, unemployed or retired, 

you are equally eligible for the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit 



BARRIER #4
Jew vs. Gentile

(Racism) 



“I now realize how true it is that God does 
not show favouritism 35 but accepts from 
every nation the one who fears him and 

does what is right.”

Acts 10:34-35



We belong to a new humanity that 
erases the stains of racism 



4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to one hope when you were 

called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all.

Ephesians 4:4-6



26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 

male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 3:26-28



5) SPECTATORS
(vs. 38-39) 



38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The 
promise is for you and your children and for 

all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our 
God will call.”

Acts 2:38-39



When it comes to the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, you are not called 
to be a spectator, you are called 

to be a participant 



All Christians ought to be Spirit-
baptized Christians 



41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day.

Acts 2:41



The Gospel coupled with the Holy 
Spirit is our only church growth 

strategy



The baptism in the Holy Spirit is 
not a passing trend, it is a 

timeless truth




