


TONGUES AND 
INTERPRETATION



5 I would like every one of you to speak in 
tongues, but I would rather have you 

prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater 
than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may 
be edified. 6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I 

come to you and speak in tongues, what good 
will I be to you, 

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25



unless I bring you some revelation or 
knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 
7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make 

sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will 
anyone know what tune is being played unless 
there is a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if 
the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who 

will get ready for battle? 

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25



9 So it is with you. Unless you speak 
intelligible words with your tongue, how will 
anyone know what you are saying? You will 

just be speaking into the air. 10 Undoubtedly 
there are all sorts of languages in the world, 

yet none of them is without meaning. 11 If 
then I do not grasp the meaning of what 

someone is saying, 

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25



I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the 
speaker is a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with 

you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, 
try to excel in those that build up the church. 

13 For this reason the one who speaks in a 
tongue should pray that they may interpret 

what they say.

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25



22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers 
but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not 
for unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the 
whole church comes together and everyone 

speaks in tongues, and inquirers or 
unbelievers come in, will they not say that 

you are out of your mind? 

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25



24 But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in 
while everyone is prophesying, they are 
convicted of sin and are brought under 

judgment by all, 25 as the secrets of their 
hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down 
and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really 

among you!”

1 Corinthians 14:5-13; 22-25





1) UNLESS
(vs. 5-9)



5 I would like every one of you to speak in 
tongues, but I would rather have you 

prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater 
than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may 

be edified. 

1 Corinthians 14:5-9



6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you 
and speak in tongues, what good will I be to 
you, unless I bring you some revelation or 

knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction? 
7 Even in the case of lifeless things that make 

sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will 
anyone know what tune is being played unless 

there is a distinction in the notes? 

1 Corinthians 14:5-9



8 Again, if the trumpet does not sound a clear 
call, who will get ready for battle? 9 So it is 

with you. Unless you speak intelligible words 
with your tongue, how will anyone know what 
you are saying? You will just be speaking into 

the air. 

1 Corinthians 14:5-9



Tongues is the only spiritual gift 
that is not self-sufficient 



The purpose of the gift of tongues 
is to ultimately bring a word of 
revelation, word of knowledge, 
prophesy or word of instruction 

through interpretation



The Holy Spirit not only sends the 
message, but also translates the 

message
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28 If there is no interpreter, the speaker should 
keep quiet in the church and speak to himself 

and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:28



2) UNDOUBTEDLY
(vs. 10-12)



10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages 
in the world, yet none of them is without 

meaning. 11 If then I do not grasp the meaning 
of what someone is saying, 

1 Corinthians 14:10-12



I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the 
speaker is a foreigner to me. 12 So it is with 

you. Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, 
try to excel in those that build up the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:10-12



A) You can speak in tongues 
and someone else can interpret 

your tongues



Without a message in tongues, 
there is nothing to interpret



27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the 
most three—should speak, one at a time, and 

someone must interpret.

1 Corinthians 14:27



B) You can speak in tongues and 
interpret your own tongues



Christians are not restricted to 
only having a singular gift, but 

could have multiple gifts



God may want to use you twice! 



29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the 
others should weigh carefully what is said. 

30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is 
sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 

1 Corinthians 14:29-33



31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that 
everyone may be instructed and encouraged.

32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of 

disorder but of peace—as in all the 
congregations of the Lord’s people.

1 Corinthians 14:29-33



3) UNBELIEVERS
(vs. 22-25) 



22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers 
but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not 
for unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the 
whole church comes together and everyone 

speaks in tongues, and inquirers or 
unbelievers come in, will they not say that 

you are out of your mind? 

1 Corinthians 14:22-25



24 But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in 
while everyone is prophesying, they are 
convicted of sin and are brought under 

judgment by all, 25 as the secrets of their 
hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down 
and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really 

among you!”

1 Corinthians 14:22-25



Paul alludes to the fact that 
unbelievers were welcomed and 

frequently attended the 
Corinthian church



The biblical operation of spiritual 
gifts can actually be the very 

catalyst that convinces 
unbelievers to believe



Do not miss the evangelistic 
purpose behind prophesy or 
tongues with interpretation 



Let’s avoid repeating the same 
mistakes the Corinthians made 



18 When the people saw the thunder and 
lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the 
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. 

They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, 
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 
do not have God speak to us or we will die.”  

Exodus 20:18-19



We need to stop living in the 
tension between longing for the 
manifestations of the Spirit, but 
once they appear, rejecting the 

manifestations of the Spirit 




