


GENEROSITY IN NEED



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 
9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered 

their gifts to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever.”



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase 

your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest 
of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 

every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity 

will result in thanksgiving to God.



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

12 This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks 
to God. 13 Because of the service by which you 
have proved yourselves, others will praise God 

for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, 



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers 
for you their hearts will go out to you, because 

of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!



2 Corinthians 8:1-4

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to 
know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 



2 Corinthians 8:1-4

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. 

Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of sharing in this 

service to the Lord’s people.



Giving becomes generosity only 
when it is sacrificial



2 Corinthians 8:8-9

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to 
test the sincerity of your love by comparing it 
with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might 

become rich.



2 Corinthians 8:10-12

10 And here is my judgment about what is best 
for you in this matter. Last year you were the 

first not only to give but also to have the 
desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that 
your eager willingness to do it may be matched 

by your completion of it, according to your 
means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the 
gift is acceptable according to what one has, 

not according to what one does not have.



The goal of generosity is not equal 
giving, but equal sacrifice 



We must keep only what we need 
and be generous with the rest 



1) SOWING & REAPING



2 Corinthians 9:6-8

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 



We have reduced generosity in 
the time of need to an economic 

transaction



Our generosity has been equated 
to borrowing and is motivated by 

some form of interest



You may sow in dollars and reap 
in health. You may sow in time 

and reap in peace. It is not dollar 
for dollar! 



Generosity is a decision made 
between God and the giver



God’s invitation to give is not so 
that He can drain you, but so that 

He can refill you 



When you give generously to meet 
the needs around you, God blesses 

the entirety of your life 



God perpetuates cyclical giving; 
do not stop the cycle



Psalm 23:1

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.



2) GOD GAVE, WE GIVE



2 Corinthians 9:9-11

9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered 
their gifts to the poor; their righteousness 

endures forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food will also 

supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 



2 Corinthians 9:6-15

11 You will be enriched in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.



“When you give cheerfully to God, 
it has forever consequences.”

- John Piper - 



Matthew 6:19-20

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal.



God blesses you in order to make 
you a blessing



Acts 20:35

“Remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’”



1 John 3:16-18

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought 

to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need but has 

no pity on them, how can the love of God be 
in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions 

and in truth. 



With kingdom perspective, we see 
that people are so much more 

valuable than things



3) GIVING & RECEIVING 
WITH THANKSGIVING



2 Corinthians 9:12-15

12 This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks 
to God. 13 Because of the service by which you 
have proved yourselves, others will praise God 

for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, 



2 Corinthians 9:12-15

and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers 
for you their hearts will go out to you, because 

of the surpassing grace God has given you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!



A) THE GENEROUS 
PERSON THANKS GOD



Generosity is a spiritual act 
of worship 



The ultimate recipient of 
generosity is not the receiver, 

but your Redeemer



2 Corinthians 8:5

5 And they exceeded our expectations: They 
gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and 

then by the will of God also to us.



B) THE RECIPIENT OF 
GENEROSITY THANKS 

GOD



Generosity inspires recipients to 
pray prayers of thanksgiving 



Does your generosity cause people 
to praise you or praise God? Our 
generosity should always cause 

people to praise God from whom 
all blessings flow.



C) THE RECIPIENT OF 
GENEROSITY WILL PRAY 

FOR YOU



2 Corinthians 8:7

7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in the love we have kindled in you—see 
that you also excel in this grace of giving.




