


YOU MUST HAVE 
SINNED



11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz  
the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had 
come upon him, they set out from their homes 

and met together by agreement to go and 
sympathize with him and comfort  him. 

Job 2:11-13



12 When they saw him from a distance, they could 
hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, 
and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on 
their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with 
him for seven days and seven nights. No one said 
a word to him, because they saw how great his 

suffering was.

Job 2:11-13



15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with 
those who mourn.

Romans 12:15



“One of the most frightening things about Job’s 
comforters is how beautiful their speeches are 
(at times) and how very close they are to the 
kinds of things we often say to one another in 

our churches.” 
 

- Christopher Ash -  
(Job: The Wisdom of the Cross)



1) THE THEOLOGY OF 
ELIPHAZ THE TEMANITE



7 “Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever 
perished? Where were the upright ever 

destroyed?” 

Job 4:7



17 “Can a mortal be more righteous than 
God? Can even a strong man be more  

pure than his Maker?” 

Job 4:17



2 “Resentment kills a fool, and envy slays the 
simple. 3 I myself have seen a fool taking root, but 

suddenly his house was cursed.” 

Job 5:2-3



17 “Blessed is the one whom God corrects; so do 
not despise the discipline of the Almighty.”

Job 5:17



While much of the suffering in  
the world is related to sin (self-inflicted), 

there is a suffering that  
the righteous face that is related  

to Satan (Satan-inflicted)



First, Eliphaz questioned Job’s integrity



22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with 
wrongdoing.

Job 1:22



In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 

Job 2:10



Second, Eliphaz considered Job  
a fool 



Third, Eliphaz considered Job’s experience 
as the discipline of God



5 And have you completely forgotten this word of 
encouragement that addresses you as a father 
addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make 

light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart 
when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord 

disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens 
everyone he accepts as his son.” 

Hebrews 12:5-8



7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you 
as his children. For what children are not 
disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not 

disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 

daughters  
at all.

Hebrews 12:5-8



11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been 

trained by it.

Hebrews 12:11



2) THE THEOLOGY OF 
BILDAD THE SHUHITE



2 “How long will you say such things? Your words 
are a blustering wind. 3 Does God pervert justice? 
Does the Almighty pervert what is right? 4 When 
your children sinned against him, he gave them 

over to the penalty of their sin. 

Job 8:2-6



5 But if you will seek God earnestly and plead with 
the Almighty, 6 if you are pure and upright, even 
now he will rouse himself on your behalf and 

restore you to your prosperous state. 

Job 8:2-6



11 Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? 
Can reeds thrive without water? 12 While still 

growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than 
grass. 13 Such is the destiny of all who forget 
God; so perishes the hope of the godless. 

Job 8:11-15



14 What they trust in is fragile; what they rely on is 
a spider’s web. 15 They lean on the web, but it 
gives way; they cling to it, but it does not hold. 

Job 8:11-15



First, Bildad suggested that Job was full of 
hot air



Second, Bildad assumed that  
Job’s children (seven sons and  

three daughters) were recipients  
of divine wrath



Job would make arrangements for them to be 
purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a 
burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps 
my children have sinned and cursed God in their 

hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.

Job 1:5



For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 

the third and fourth generation of those who 
hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand 

generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

Exodus 20:5-6



7 Our ancestors sinned and are no more, and we 
bear their punishment.

Lamentations 5:7



1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said 
Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of 

God might  
be displayed in him.

John 9:1-3



Job is being tested so that God can be 
credited and Satan discredited 



Third, Bildad accused Job of  
being godless



 25 I was young and now I am old, yet I have never 
seen the righteous forsaken or their children 

begging bread.

Psalm 37:25



3) THE THEOLOGY OF 
ZOPHAR THE 
NAAMATHITE



2 “Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this 
talker to be vindicated? 3 Will your idle talk reduce 
others to silence? Will no one rebuke you when 

you mock? 4 You say to God, ‘My beliefs are 
flawless and I am pure in your sight.’ 

Job 11:2-6



5 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he 
would open his lips against you 6 and disclose to 
you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has 
two sides. Know this: God has even forgotten 

some of your sin.” 

Job 11:2-6



13 “Yet if you devote your heart to him and 
stretch out your hands to him, 14 if you put away 
the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to 

dwell in your tent, 15 then, free of fault, you will lift 
up your face; you will stand firm and without fear. 
16 You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it 

only as waters gone by.” 

Job 11:13-16



First, Zophar, like Bildad, also criticized Job 
for talking too much



7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A 
man reaps what he sows.

Galatians 6:7



Second, Zophar believed that Job lacked 
wisdom



Many people use the “God-card”  
or “Spirit-card” to bolster their  
personal opinions. To do so is  

to offend God; to say something  
He never actually said. 



Third, Zophar encouraged Job  
to repent for there was obviously some 

sin in his hand and some evil  
in his tent



1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in 
the same way you judge others, you will be 

judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.”

Matthew 7:1-3



What kind of advice are you giving? Do 
you know the mind of God?  

Do you know the heart of a person? 
Let me encourage you to avoid making 

assumptions.



7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the 
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient 
and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 

James 5:7-11



9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 
sisters, or you will be judged. 

The Judge is standing at the door! 10 Brothers and 
sisters, as an example  

of patience in the face of suffering, take  
the prophets who spoke in the name of  

the Lord. 

James 5:7-11



11 As you know, we count as blessed those who 
have persevered. You have heard  

of Job’s perseverance and have seen  
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is 

full of compassion and mercy. 

James 5:7-11




