


SEXISM



Complementarianism is a theological 
concept that advocates that men and 

women have different authority and roles 
in the church



Egalitarianism is a theological concept 
that advocates that men and women 
can have equal authority and roles in 

the church



WPA is an egalitarian church



1) GENDER EQUALITY 
IS GOD’S WAY



Genesis 1:26-28

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all 
the creatures that move along the ground.” 



Genesis 1:26-28

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 28 God blessed 
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 
in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 



Genesis 1:26-28

Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.”



Manhood and womanhood both share 
a common identity sourced in the 

image of God



There is a reason why Genesis 1 comes 
before Genesis 2



I believe God was clear when He chose 
our gender, but many have taken the 

liberty to disagree with God and choose a 
different gender, choose their own 

orientation and choose their own identity



Genesis 2:18

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone. I will make a helper 

suitable for him.”



Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

9 Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their labour: 10 If 

either of them falls down, one can help the 
other up. But pity anyone who falls and 

has no one to help them up. 



Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

11 Also, if two lie down together, they 
will keep warm. But how can one keep 

warm alone? 12 Though one may be 
overpowered, two can defend themselves.



2) GENDER EQUALITY 
IS JESUS’ WAY



Luke 8:1-3

1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town 
and village to another, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were 
with him, 2 and also some women who had 
been cured of evil spirits and diseases: 



Luke 8:1-3

Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven 
demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of 
Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; 
Susanna; and many others. These women 
were helping to support them out of their own 
means.



The way of culture is not the way of 
the Kingdom. The way of the Kingdom 

is often counterculture. 



Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and 
many other women are the unsung 

heroines behind Jesus’ ministry



Luke 7:44-46

44 Then [Jesus] turned toward the woman 
and said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I came into your house. You did 
not give me any water for my feet, but she 
wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair. 



Luke 7:44-46

45 You did not give me a kiss, but this 
woman, from the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put 
oil on my head, but she has poured 

perfume on my feet.



Luke 24:1-11

1 On the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, the women took the spices 

they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 

They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did 

not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 



Luke 24:1-11

4 While they were wondering about this, 
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed 
like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their 
fright the women bowed down with their 
faces to the ground, but the men said 

to them,



Luke 24:1-11

“Why do you look for the living among 
the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! 

Remember how he told you, while he 
was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son 
of Man must be delivered over to the 

hands of sinners, 



Luke 24:1-11

be crucified and on the third day be raised 
again.’” 8 Then they remembered his 

words. 9 When they came back from the 
tomb, they told all these things to the 

Eleven and to all the others. 



Luke 24:1-11

10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and the others 

with them who told this to the apostles. 
11 But they did not believe the women, 
because their words seemed to them 

like nonsense.



God entrusted the message of the 
resurrection to the female disciples who in 

turn told the male disciples



3) GENDER EQUALITY 
IS THE CHURCH’S 

WAY



Galatians 3:26-28

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.



The Apostle Paul began by saying to all 
the Galatians then and to all of us now 
that in Christ we are all children of God



This does not mean that the Apostle Paul 
was advocating for a genderless society. 

Neither was he advocating for a 
choose-your-own-gender. 



The Apostle Paul strongly believed that 
Jesus had transformed the social 

categories and labels the world had 
used to divide people



It is God who makes us one and keeps 
us one through His Son



1 Corinthians 14:34-35

34 Women should remain silent in the 
churches. They are not allowed to 

speak, but must be in submission, as 
the law says. 



1 Corinthians 14:34-35

35 If they want to inquire about something, 
they should ask their own husbands at 

home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to 
speak in the church.



1 Timothy 2:11-14

11 A woman should learn in quietness and 
full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman 

to teach or to assume authority over a 
man; she must be quiet. 



1 Timothy 2:11-14

13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 

And Adam was not the one deceived; it 
was the woman who was deceived and 

became a sinner.



1 Corinthians 7:10; 12

(Not I, but the Lord) & (I, not the Lord) 



Instead of ignoring these hard scriptures 
and pretending that they do not exist, we 

must address them and allow them to 
draw us into a deeper exploration of what 

the whole Bible is saying about gender 



Sexism left unchecked leads to 
dehumanization



Judges 21:25

25 In those days Israel had no king; 
everyone did as they saw fit.



“Even though her rapists don't see her, 
even though the Levite doesn't see her, 
even though God's own people fail to 

properly see her, God will not allow this 
woman to go unseen. Instead, He puts 

her story front and center. 



He immortalizes what happens in 
Scripture and therefore He ensures that it 
will be witnessed down the centuries until 
even thousands of years later we are still 

talking about it."

- Dr. Jo Vitale - 
(RZIM Apologist)




