
PHILEMON



Fill in the blank: 

"I am most like Jesus when ________." 



"I am most like Jesus when I reconcile 
with my betrayer.”



8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold 
and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet 
I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It 
is as none other than Paul—an old man and 
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I 

appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who 
became my son while I was in chains. 

PHILEMON 1:8-21



11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he 
has become useful both to you and to me. 12 I 
am sending him—who is my very heart—back 
to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with 

me so that he could take your place in helping 
me while I am in chains for the gospel.

PHILEMON 1:8-21



14 But I did not want to do anything without your 
consent, so that any favour you do would not 

seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps 
the reason he was separated from you for a 
little while was that you might have him back 
forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better 

than a slave, as a dear brother.

PHILEMON 1:8-21



He is very dear to me but even dearer to 
you, both as a fellow man and as a brother 

in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me a partner, 
welcome him as you would welcome me. 

18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you 
anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing 

this with my own hand. 

PHILEMON 1:8-21



I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe 
me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I 
may have some benefit from you in the Lord; 
refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will 

do even more than I ask.

PHILEMON 1:8-21



1) YOU ARE A SON OR 
A DAUGHTER



8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold 
and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet 
I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It 
is as none other than Paul—an old man and 

now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus—

PHILEMON 1:8-11



10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, 

who became my son while I was in chains. 
11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he 

has become useful both to you and to me. 

PHILEMON 1:8-11



Systemic issues can only be dealt with 
on the basis of the love of Christ



There is always a choice: We can either 
deal with problems in the world’s way or 

to deal with problems in Christ’s way



But God’s word is not chained.

2 TIMOTHY 2:9



The moment you come to Christ, your 
identity changes permanently 



7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; 
and since you are his child, God has made you 

also an heir.

GALATIANS 4:7



31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are 
not children of the slave woman (Hagar of 
the flesh), but of the free woman (Sarah of 

the promise).

GALATIANS 4:31



2) YOU ARE A 
BROTHER OR SISTER



12 I am sending him—who is my very 
heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to 

keep him with me so that he could take your 
place in helping me while I am in chains for the 

gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything 
without your consent, 

PHILEMON 1:12-16



so that any favour you do would not seem 
forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the 
reason he was separated from you for a little 

while was that you might have him back 
forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better 

than a slave, as a dear brother.

PHILEMON 1:12-16



We must seek favour instead of 
using force



You cannot change systemic sins unless 
God changes hearts



Onesimus needed a transformation of 
identity, but Philemon needed a 

transformation of the heart 



We must interpret “for a while” 
in light of “forever” 



17 But thanks be to God that, though you used 
to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from 

your heart the pattern of teaching that 
has now claimed your allegiance. 18 You have 

been set free from sin and have become slaves 
to righteousness. 

ROMANS 6:17-18



It is Christ who enables us to see 
a person with dignity and see their 

true value 



3) YOU ARE A 
MINISTRY PARTNER



17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him 
as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done 

you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it 
to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own 

hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you 
owe me your very self. 

PHILEMON 1:17-21



20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some 
benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart 

in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I 
write to you, knowing that you will do even 

more than I ask.

PHILEMON 1:17-21



Reconciliation may come at a great cost!



Christians have a tendency to forget that 
they were once debtors themselves



Instead of saying “you owe me”, 
the Apostle Paul penned his own 

“I owe you” in case of any outstanding 
debt belonging to Onesimus 



“Philemon, who refreshes the ‘hearts’ 
of God’s people (vs. 7), is to refresh 
Paul’s ‘heart’ (vs. 20) by giving a full 

Christian welcome to Onesimus, Paul’s 
very ‘heart’ (vs. 12)”. 

- Douglas Moo - 



ONESIMUS



If we do not reconcile, we could be 
holding back someone from walking 

in their destiny! 



 1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

GALATIANS 5:1



36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.

JOHN 8:36



"We are most like Jesus when we 
reconcile with our betrayers.”



EPHESIANS


