


THE CALLING 
OF MOSES



1 Now Moses was tending the flock of 
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side 
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the 
LORD appeared to him in flames of fire 
from within a bush. 

EXODUS 3:1-10



Moses saw that though the bush was on 
fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, 
“I will go over and see this strange 
sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone 
over to look, God called to him from within 
the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

EXODUS 3:1-10



And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not 
come any closer,” God said. “Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, 
“I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob.” 

EXODUS 3:1-10



At this, Moses hid his face, because he 
was afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, 
“I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 
out because of their slave drivers, and I 
am concerned about their suffering.

EXODUS 3:1-10



8 So I have come down to rescue them 
from the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land into a good 
and spacious land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey—the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites and Jebusites. 

EXODUS 3:1-10



9 And now the cry of the Israelites has 
reached me, and I have seen the way 
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10 So now, go. I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites 
out of Egypt.”

EXODUS 3:1-10



“All shepherds are detestable to 
the Egyptians.”

GENESIS 46:34



SELF-WORTH



11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I 
that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 And God 
said, “I will be with you.

EXODUS 3:11-12



20 Amram married his father’s sister 
Jochebed, who bore him Aaron and 
Moses. 

EXODUS 6:20



God gives us the self-worth we never had. 
It is not the self-discovery of something 
that was always within us. Self-worth is 

given by the God who created us, 
sustained us and called us. 



4 What is mankind that you are mindful of 
them, human beings that you care for 
them? 

3 LORD, what are human beings that you 
care for them, mere mortals that you think 
of them?

PSALM 8:4 & PSALM 144:3



It is not about having self-confidence, 
but having a God-confidence



It is not about having self-confidence, but 
having a God-confidence. Your self-worth 

comes from God’s infinite worth.



SELF-SUFFICIENT



10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your 
servant, Lord. I have never been 
eloquent, neither in the past nor since you 
have spoken to your servant. I am slow of 
speech and tongue.” 11 The LORD said to 
him, “Who gave human beings their 
mouths? 

EXODUS 4:10-12



Who makes them deaf or mute? Who 
gives them sight or makes them blind? 
Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go; I will help 
you speak and will teach you what to 
say.”

EXODUS 4:10-12



Moses highlighted his lack of eloquence



Moses highlighted what sounded like a 
speech impediment



22 Moses was educated in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians and was powerful in 
speech and action.

ACTS 7:22



9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on me.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9



SCARED



13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, 
Lord. Please send someone else.” 14 Then 
the LORD’s anger burned against Moses 
and he said, “What about your brother, 
Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak 
well. He is already on his way to meet 
you, and he will be glad to see you. 

EXODUS 4:13-16



15 You shall speak to him and put words in 
his mouth; I will help both of you speak 
and will teach you what to do. 16 He will 
speak to the people for you, and it will be 
as if he were your mouth and as if you 
were God to him.

EXODUS 4:13-16



God’s calling will often make us confront 
our past and our sin



God’s calling will often make us deal with 
difficult people



When we are scared, God is willing 
to send people our way to help us fulfill 

our calling



FOUR SIGNS



The first sign was that Moses would 
worship again at this mountain 



“And this will be the sign to you that it is I 
who have sent you: When you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain.”

EXODUS 3:12



The second sign was that Moses’ staff 
would turn into a snake



1 Moses answered, “What if they do not 
believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The 
LORD did not appear to you’?” 2 Then the 
LORD said to him, “What is that in your 
hand?” “A staff,” he replied. 3 The LORD 
said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses 
threw it on the ground and it became a 
snake, and he ran from it. 

EXODUS 4:1-5



4 Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out 
your hand and take it by the tail.” So 
Moses reached out and took hold of the 
snake and it turned back into a staff in his 
hand. 5 “This,” said the LORD, “is so that 
they may believe that the LORD… has 
appeared to you.”

EXODUS 4:1-5



10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh 
and did just as the LORD commanded. 
Aaron threw his staff down in front of 
Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a 
snake. 11 Pharaoh then summoned wise 
men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian 
magicians also did the same things by 
their secret arts: 

EXODUS 7:10-13



12 Each one threw down his staff and it 
became a snake. But Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s 
heart became hard and he would not 
listen to them, just as the LORD had said.

EXODUS 7:10-13



8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed 
Moses, so also these teachers oppose 
the truth. They are men of depraved 
minds, who, as far as the faith is 
concerned, are rejected.

2 TIMOTHY 3:8



The third sign was that Moses’ hand 
would change form in his cloak



6 Then the LORD said, “Put your hand 
inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand 
into his cloak, and when he took it out, the 
skin was leprous—it had become as white 
as snow. 7 “Now put it back into your 
cloak,” he said. 

EXODUS 4:6-8



So Moses put his hand back into his 
cloak, and when he took it out, it was 
restored, like the rest of his flesh. 8 Then 
the LORD said, “If they do not believe you 
or pay attention to the first sign, they may 
believe the second.

EXODUS 4:6-8



10 When the cloud lifted from above the 
tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it 
became as white as snow. Aaron turned 
toward her and saw that she had a 
defiling skin disease… 15 So Miriam was 
confined outside the camp for seven 
days, and the people did not move on till 
she was brought back.

NUMBERS 12:10; 15



27 Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and 
to your descendants forever.” Then 
Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and 
his skin was leprous—it had become as 
white as snow.

2 KINGS 5:27



While he was raging at the priests in their 
presence before the incense altar in the 
LORD’s temple, leprosy broke out on his 
forehead. 20 When Azariah the chief priest 
and all the other priests looked at him, 
they saw that he had leprosy on his 
forehead, so they hurried him out.

2 CHRONICLES 26:19-21



Indeed, he himself was eager to leave, 
because the LORD had afflicted him. 21 

King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he 
died. He lived in a separate 
house—leprous, and banned from the 
temple of the LORD. 

2 CHRONICLES 26:19-21



The fourth sign was that Moses would 
turn water into blood



9 But if they do not believe these two signs 
or listen to you, take some water from the 
Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The 
water you take from the river will become 
blood on the ground.

EXODUS 4:9



The Wizard of Oz



13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to 
the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 
what shall I tell them?” 14 God said to 
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you 
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’” 

EXODUS 3:13-14



“The formula is paradoxically both an answer 
and a refusal of an answer… I am who I am, 
a self-contained, incomprehensible being…. 

Rather God announces that his intentions will 
be revealed in his future acts, which he now 

refuses to explain.”

- Brevard Childs - 




