


The Covenant 
at Sinai



1 On the first day of the third month after the 
Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to 
the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from 
Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and 
Israel camped there in the desert in front of the 
mountain. 

EXODUS 19:1-9



3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him 
from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to 
the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to 
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be 
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

EXODUS 19:1-9



7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the 
people and set before them all the words the Lord had 
commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded 
together, “We will do everything the Lord has said.” So 
Moses brought their answer back to the Lord.

9 The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a 
dense cloud, so that the people will hear me speaking 
with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then 
Moses told the Lord what the people had said.

” 

EXODUS 19:1-9



18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and 
heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they 
trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said 
to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do 
not have God speak to us or we will die.”

EXODUS 20:18-21



20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has 
come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to 
keep you from sinning.”

21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses 
approached the thick darkness where God was.

EXODUS 20:18-21



4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will 
not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and 
blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, 
“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”

GENESIS 15:4-5



18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and 
said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi 
of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 19 the land of 
the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, 
Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and 
Jebusites.” 

GENESIS 15:18-21



Covenant 
Offers Promise



God reassured Israel they were 
blessed & adopted, 

given influence & privilege



Covenant 
Includes Call



“Moses carefully wrote down all the 
Lord’s instructions.”(Exodus 24:4) 

“Then he took the Book of the Covenant 
and read it aloud to the people.”

(Exodus 24:7)



The Book of the Covenant (The Law) 
clarified how to fulfill their call



Covenant 
Is A Choice



“Everything the Lord has said 
we will do”

(Exodus 19:8, 24:3, 24:7)



God’s covenant was a gift 
Israel chose to accept



Covenant 
Displays Love



31 “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a 
new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 32 This 
covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand and brought them out of the 
land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved 
them as a husband loves his wife,” says the Lord.

JEREMIAH 31:31-34



33 “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of 
Israel after those days,” says the Lord. “I will put my 
instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 And 
they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need 
to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the Lord.’ 
For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me 
already,” says the Lord. “And I will forgive their wickedness, 
and I will never again remember their sins.” 

JEREMIAH 31:31-34



“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured out for you.” 

(Luke 22:20) 



Jesus offered his life so all of us 
could find our way back to God



20-21 All that passing laws against sin did was produce more 
lawbreakers. But sin didn’t, and doesn’t, have a chance in 
competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call grace. 
When it’s sin versus grace, grace wins hands down. All sin 
can do is threaten us with death, and that’s the end of it. 
Grace, because God is putting everything together again 
through the Messiah, invites us into life—a life that goes on 
and on and on, world without end.

ROMANS 5:20-21 (Message)



Our world needs a narrative that 
provides hope of a better way



Who in your 
life needs the 

hope of Jesus?




