


JUSTICE AND 
VENGEANCE 



17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. 

ROMANS 12:17-21



19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, 
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:

ROMANS 12:17-21



“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 
is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals 
on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good.

ROMANS 12:17-21



Culture is leading the church 
instead of the church changing 

culture



Justice is part of what it means 
to be missionally vital



We must learn how to 
distinguish between indignation 

(anger) and righteous 
indignation (holy anger)



1) THE JUSTICE OF 
HUMANITY IS 
RIGHETOUS



17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
Be careful to do what is right in the 
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone. 

ROMANS 12:17-18



38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye 
for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell 

you, do not resist an evil person. If 
anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 

to them the other cheek also. 

MATTHEW 5:38-42



40 And if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your shirt, hand over your coat as 
well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one 

mile, go with them two miles. 

MATTHEW 5:38-42



42 Give to the one who asks you, and 
do not turn away from the one who 

wants to borrow from you.

MATTHEW 5:38-42



Our enemies and victimizers 
will be confounded by our 

righteousness. When we return 
good for evil, we tilt the scale of 

justice in our favour.



Seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness. 

MATTHEW 6:33



15 See that no one repays anyone evil for 
evil, but always seek to do good to one 

another and to everyone.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:15



18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap 
a harvest of righteousness.

JAMES 3:18



2) THE JUSTICE 
OF GOD IS 

VENGEANCE



19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, 
but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord.

ROMANS 12:19





We have suffered from a low 
view of God for so long



1 The LORD is a God who avenges. O God 
who avenges, shine forth. 2 Rise up, Judge 

of the earth; pay back to the proud what 
they deserve. 

PSALM 94:1-2



2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; 
the LORD takes vengeance and is filled 
with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance 
on his foes and vents his wrath against 

his enemies. 

NAHUM 1:2-3



3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in 
power. The LORD will not leave the guilty 

unpunished.

NAHUM 1:2-3



18 Woe to you who long for the day of the 
LORD! Why do you long for the day of the 

LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. 
19 It will be as though a man fled from a 

lion only to meet a bear, 

AMOS 5:18-20



as though he entered his house and 
rested his hand on the wall only to have a 
snake bite him. 20 Will not the day of the 
LORD be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, 

without a ray of brightness?

AMOS 5:18-20



10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by 

fire, and the earth and everything done in 
it will be laid bare. 

2 PETER 3:10-13



11 Since everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as 

you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming. 

2 PETER 3:10-13



That day will bring about the destruction of 
the heavens by fire, and the elements will 
melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new 

heaven and a new earth, where 
righteousness dwells. 

2 PETER 3:10-13



Do not long for the temporary 
things of God, but instead long 

for the eternal things of God



We need to interpret justice 
in light of our eschatology 
(the doctrine of last things 

or end times)



3) THE GOSPEL 
OF JESUS IS 
GOODNESS



20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do 
not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good.

ROMANS 12:20-21



43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ 

44 But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, 

45 that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven. 

MATTHEW 5:43-48



He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those 
who love you, what reward will you get? 

Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 

MATTHEW 5:43-48



47 And if you greet only your own people, 
what are you doing more than others? 

Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect. 

MATTHEW 5:43-48



It is natural to love a neighbour 
and hate an enemy, but it is 

supernatural to love your 
enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you



21 Once you were alienated from God and 
were enemies in your minds because of 

your evil behaviour. 22 But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 

through death to present you holy 
in his sight, 

COLOSSIANS 1:21-23



without blemish and free from accusation
— 23 if you continue in your faith, 

established and firm, and do not move 
from the hope held out in the gospel.

COLOSSIANS 1:21-23



10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the 

death of his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved 

through his life!

ROMANS 5:10



17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil.

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.

ROMANS 12:17 & 12:21



When a Christian is bitter, they 
can fool themselves into thinking 

that what they have is holy 
anger, when what they really 

have is just deep-seated anger



We must allow God to sanctify 
our anger so that it turns into love



“Love is creative and redemptive. 
Love builds up and unites; hate tears 
down and destroys. The aftermath of 

the ‘fight with fire’ method…

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



is bitterness and chaos, the aftermath of 
the love method is reconciliation and 
creation of the beloved community….

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



Yes, love--which means understanding, 
creative, redemptive goodwill, even for 

one’s enemies--is the solution.”

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 




