


JESUS AND 
PILATE



11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the 
governor, and the governor asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have 
said so,” Jesus replied. 12 When he was 

accused by the chief priests and the 
elders, he gave no answer. 

MATTHEW 27:11-26



13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear 
the testimony they are bringing against 
you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not 
even to a single charge—to the great 

amazement of the governor. 

MATTHEW 27:11-26



15 Now it was the governor’s custom at 
the festival to release a prisoner chosen 
by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a 
well-known prisoner whose name was 
Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd 

had gathered, 

MATTHEW 27:11-26



Pilate asked them, “Which one do you 
want me to release to you: Jesus 

Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of 

self-interest that they had handed Jesus 
over to him.

MATTHEW 27:11-26



19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s 
seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Don’t have anything to do with that 

innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him.” 

MATTHEW 27:11-26



20 But the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
and to have Jesus executed. 21 “Which of 

the two do you want me to release to 
you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” 

they answered.

MATTHEW 27:11-26



22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who 
is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 23 “Why? 
What crime has he committed?” asked 
Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, 

“Crucify him!”

MATTHEW 27:11-26



24 When Pilate saw that he was getting 
nowhere, but that instead an uproar 

was starting, he took water and washed 
his hands in front of the crowd. “I am 

innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. 
“It is your responsibility!” 

MATTHEW 27:11-26



25 All the people answered, “His blood is 
on us and on our children!” 26 Then he 

released Barabbas to them. But he had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to 

be crucified.

MATTHEW 27:11-26



The greatest victim of injustice in 
history was Jesus Christ



Jesus did not die unjustly for the 
just, but for the unjust



1) FLAWED 
SYSTEM



11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the 
governor, and the governor asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have 
said so,” Jesus replied. 12 When he was 

accused by the chief priests and the 
elders, he gave no answer. 

MATTHEW 27:11-14



13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear 
the testimony they are bringing against 
you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not 
even to a single charge—to the great 

amazement of the governor. 

MATTHEW 27:11-14



“We have found this man subverting our 
nation. He opposes payment of taxes to 

Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.”

LUKE 23:2



“Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.”   

MARK 12:17



Justice is not found in a system. 
We live in a world with flawed 

people and with flawed systems. 
True justice is only found in God. 



14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a 
single charge—to the great amazement 

of the governor.

MATTHEW 27:14



8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly 
pleased, because for a long time he had 
been wanting to see him. From what he 
had heard about him, he hoped to see 

him perform a sign of some sort. 

LUKE 23:8



12 That day Herod and Pilate became 
friends—before this they had been 

enemies.

MATTHEW 27:12



3 He was despised and rejected by 
mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar 

with pain. Like one from whom people 
hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him in low esteem. 4 Surely he took 

up our pain and bore our suffering, 

ISAIAH 53:3-9



yet we considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 

pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 
that brought us peace was on him, and by 

his wounds we are healed. 

ISAIAH 53:3-9



6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. 7 He was oppressed and 

afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

ISAIAH 53:3-9



and as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was 
taken away. Yet who of his generation 
protested? For he was cut off from the 

land of the living; 

ISAIAH 53:3-9



for the transgression of my people he was 
punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with 
the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor was 

any deceit in his mouth.

ISAIAH 53:3-9



2) FLAWED 
FREEDOM



19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s 
seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Don’t have anything to do with that 

innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him.” 

MATTHEW 27:19-21



20 But the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
and to have Jesus executed. 21 “Which of 

the two do you want me to release to 
you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” 

they answered.

MATTHEW 27:19-21



“Where do you come from?” he asked 
Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate 
said. “Don’t you realize I have power 
either to free you or to crucify you?” 

JOHN 19:9-12



11 Jesus answered, “You would have 
no power over me if it were not given 
to you from above. Therefore the one 

who handed me over to you is guilty of 
a greater sin.” 

JOHN 19:9-12



12 From then on, Pilate tried to set 
Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept 
shouting, “If you let this man go, you are 

no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to 
be a king opposes Caesar.”

JOHN 19:9-12



The problem was that Pilate 
feared men and women more 

than he feared God



You brought me this man as one who 
was inciting the people to rebellion. I 
have examined him in your presence 

and have found no basis for your 
charges against him. 

LUKE 23:14-16



15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back 
to us; as you can see, he has done 

nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, 
I will punish him and then release him.”

LUKE 23:14-16



18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away 
with this man! Release Barabbas to us!”

LUKE 23:18



21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!”

LUKE 23:21



23 But with loud shouts they insistently 
demanded that he be crucified, and 

their shouts prevailed.

LUKE 23:23



Beware of the peer-pressure 
that overrides your personal 
freedom and pressures you 

towards acts of injustice



3) FLAWED 
RESPONSIBILITY



24 When Pilate saw that he was getting 
nowhere, but that instead an uproar 

was starting, he took water and washed 
his hands in front of the crowd. 

MATTHEW 27:24-25



“I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he 
said. “It is your responsibility!” 25 All the 

people answered, “His blood is on us and 
on our children!” 

MATTHEW 27:24-25



Pilate displaced his responsibility 
upon the crowd and chose to 

be the bystander



8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and 

to walk humbly with your God.

MICAH 6:8



9 “This is what the LORD Almighty said: 
‘Administer true justice; show mercy 

and compassion to one another.’”

ZECHARIAH 7:9



We need to take responsibility 
for what we can take 

responsibility for and leave to 
God what lies beyond our reach



TIMOTHY SCHMALZ



37 “Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 38 When did we see 

you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 

MATTHEW 25:37-40



39 When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.’

MATTHEW 25:37-40




