


SERVING 
OPPORTUNITIES



Serving others humbles us, 
transforms us, and connects 

us to others.



1 It was just before the Passover Festival. 
Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end.

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



2  The evening meal was in progress, and 
the devil had already prompted Judas, 

the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had 

come from God and was returning to God; 

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 

around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



12 When he had finished washing their 
feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what 
I have done for you?” he asked them. 
13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ 
and rightly so, for that is what I am.

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should 

wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have 

done for you.

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a 

messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, 

you will be blessed if you do them.”

JOHN 13:1-5; 12-17



What is serving?



3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, 4 not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others.

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-8



 5 In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage;  

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-8



7 rather, he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness. 8 And being 
found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-8



“The fingers that formed mountains now 
massage toes. And the One before whom 
all nations will one day kneel now kneels 
before His disciples. Hours before His own 

death, Jesus’ concern is singular. He 
wants His disciples to know how much He 

loves them. More than removing dirt, 
Jesus is removing doubt.”

Just Like Jesus, Max Lucado



Serving unifies the church, 
shifts our perspective and 

establishes us within a 
community of believers. 



SERVING UNIFIES 
THE CHURCH



What is the outcome of serving?



15 “I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.” 

JOHN 13:15



9 “Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. 10 Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to 

serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.

1 PETER 4:9-11



11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, they should do so with the 

strength God provides, so that in all 
things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power 

forever and ever. Amen.

1 PETER 4:9-11



2) SHIFTS OUR 
PERSPECTIVE



2 “The evening meal was in progress, and 
the devil had already prompted Judas, 

the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 
3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had 

come from God and was returning to God;

JOHN 13:2-5



4 so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 

around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him.”

JOHN 13:2-5



When we retain our heavenly 
perspective, we retain our 

earthly mission. 



“You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 
serve one another humbly in love.”

GALATIANS 5:13



“A generous person will prosper; whoever 
refreshes others will be refreshed.”

PROVERBS 11:25



3) ESTABLISHES US 



Establishing ourselves within a 
Christian community provides two 

immediate things:

1. We provide value and support to 
others

2. We receive value and support 
from others 



43 ...whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave 
of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.”

MARK 10:43-45



The church should naturally be a 
relational community because 

God - Father, Son and Spirit are 
relational beings! 



Your serving builds the church 
and furthers its impact all the 
while transforming your lives, 

bringing us together and 
bringing others to Christ. 



Serving unifies the church, shifts 
our perspective and establishes 

us within a community of 
believers.




