


DECISION-MAKING



1 But some men came down from Judea 
and were teaching the brothers, “Unless 

you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no 
small dissension and debate with them, 

ACTS 15:1-22



Paul and Barnabas and some of the others 
were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to 

the apostles and the elders about this 
question. 3 So, being sent on their way 

by the church, they passed through both 
Phoenicia and Samaria, 

ACTS 15:1-22



describing in detail the conversion of 
the Gentiles, and brought great joy to 
all the brothers. 4 When they came to 

Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and the elders, 
and they declared all that God had done 

with them. 

ACTS 15:1-22



5 But some believers who belonged to the 
party of the Pharisees rose up and said, 
“It is necessary to circumcise them and 

to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and the elders were 
gathered together to consider this 

matter.

ACTS 15:1-22



7 And after there had been much debate, 
Peter stood up and said to them, 

“Brothers, you know that in the early 
days God made a choice among you, 

that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel and believe. 

ACTS 15:1-22



8 And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy 
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made 

no distinction between us and them, 
having cleansed their hearts by faith.  

ACTS 15:1-22



10 Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the 

neck of the disciples that neither our 
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 
11 But we believe that we will be saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just 
as they will.”

ACTS 15:1-22



12 And all the assembly fell silent, and 
they listened to Barnabas and Paul as 

they related what signs and wonders God 
had done through them among the 

Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “Brothers, listen to me.  

ACTS 15:1-22



14 Simeon has related how God first visited 
the Gentiles, to take from them a people 
for his name. 15 And with this the words of 
the prophets agree, just as it is written, 

16 “‘After this I will return, and I will 
rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 

ACTS 15:1-22



I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore 
it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may 
seek the Lord and all the Gentiles who 
are called by my name, says the Lord, 

who makes these things 18 known from of 
old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is that we 
should not trouble those of the Gentiles 

who turn to God, 
ACTS 15:1-22



20 but should write to them to abstain 
from the things polluted by idols, and 

from sexual immorality, and from what 
has been strangled, and from blood. 21 For 
from ancient generations Moses has had in 
every city those who proclaim him, for he 
is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”

ACTS 15:1-22



22 Then it seemed good to the apostles 
and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men from among them and send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and 
Silas, leading men among the brothers. 

ACTS 15:1-22



1) THE DEBATE OF 
THE PHARISEES



1 But some men came down from Judea 
and were teaching the brothers, “Unless 

you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no 
small dissension and debate with them, 

ACTS 15:1-5



Paul and Barnabas and some of the others 
were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to 

the apostles and the elders about this 
question. 3 So, being sent on their way 

by the church, they passed through both 
Phoenicia and Samaria, 

ACTS 15:1-5



describing in detail the conversion of 
the Gentiles, and brought great joy to 
all the brothers. 4 When they came to 

Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and the elders, 
and they declared all that God had done 

with them. 

ACTS 15:1-5



5 But some believers who belonged to the 
party of the Pharisees rose up and said, 
“It is necessary to circumcise them and 

to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 

ACTS 15:1-5



The Jewish converts to 
Christianity did not discard 
Judaism when they believed 
in Christ. Instead they tried 

to be both Jews and Christians 
by being Jewish-Christians



What is troubling is that the 
Jewish Christians still divided 
themselves between religious 

party lines. There were 
believers who were aligned 

with Pharisees and Sadducees



25 Circumcision has value if you observe 
the law, but if you break the law, you 
have become as though you had not 

been circumcised. 26 So then, if those 
who are not circumcised keep the law’s 
requirements, will they not be regarded 

as though they were circumcised?

ROMANS 2:25-29



27 The one who is not circumcised 
physically and yet obeys the law will 

condemn you who, even though you have 
the written code and circumcision, are a 
lawbreaker. 28 A person is not a Jew who 
is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision 

merely outward and physical.

ROMANS 2:25-29



29 No, a person is a Jew who is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision 

of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
written code. Such a person’s praise is 
not from other people, but from God.

ROMANS 2:25-29



Acts 15 is a major point 
concerning the terms of 

salvation. There is no one who 
is ineligible of being saved.



2) THE TEACHING 
OF PETER



7 And after there had been much debate, 
Peter stood up and said to them, 

“Brothers, you know that in the early 
days God made a choice among you, 

that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel and believe. 

ACTS 15:7-11



8 And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy 
Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made 

no distinction between us and them, 
having cleansed their hearts by faith.  

ACTS 15:7-11



10 Now, therefore, why are you putting 
God to the test by placing a yoke on the 

neck of the disciples that neither our 
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 
11 But we believe that we will be saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just 
as they will.”

ACTS 15:7-11



“Do not call anything impure that God 
has made clean.”

ACTS 10:15



“I now realize how true it is that God 
does not show favouritism 35 but accepts 
from every nation the one who fears him 

and does what is right.”

ACTS 10:34-35



11 But we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 

just as they will.”

ACTS 15:11



8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not 
by works, so that no one can boast.

EPHESIANS 2:8-9



 A church that lacks these 
fundamental teachings will be 
easily persuaded by any new 

idea or false doctrine 



3) THE TESTIMONY 
OF PAUL & 
BARNABAS



12 And all the assembly fell silent, and 
they listened to Barnabas and Paul as 
they related what signs and wonders 
God had done through them among 

the Gentiles.

ACTS 15:12



12 When the proconsul saw what had 
happened, he believed, for he was 

amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 

ACTS 13:12



48 When the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad and honoured the word of the 

Lord; and all who were appointed for 
eternal life believed. 

ACTS 13:48



There they spoke so effectively that a 
great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 

ACTS 14:1



21 They preached the gospel in that city 
and won a large number of disciples.

ACTS 14:21



27 On arriving there, they gathered the 
church together and reported all that God 
had done through them and how he had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.

ACTS 14:27



As Pentecostals, Acts 15 reminds 
us of the power of testimonies. 

We have failed in verbally 
celebrating the work of God.  

When it comes to 
decision-making as a church, 

look for testimonies.



4) THE 
DISCERNMENT OF 

JAMES



13 After they finished speaking, James 
replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon 

has related how God first visited the 
Gentiles, to take from them a people for 
his name. 15 And with this the words of 

the prophets agree, just as it is written,

ACTS 15:13-21



16 “‘After this I will return, and I will 
rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;I 
will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 
17 that the remnant of mankind may seek 

the Lord and all the Gentiles who are 
called by my name, says the Lord, who 

makes these things 

ACTS 15:13-21



18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore my 
judgment is that we should not trouble 
those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 
20 but should write to them to abstain 
from the things polluted by idols, and 

from sexual immorality, and from what 
has been strangled, and from blood.

ACTS 15:13-21



21 For from ancient generations Moses has 
had in every city those who proclaim 
him, for he is read every Sabbath in 

the synagogues.”

ACTS 15:13-21



Scripture must inform our 
situation. Our situation must 

not inform our scripture. 
In theology, this the difference 
between exegesis (reading out 

of the text) and eisegesis 
(reading into the text)



11 “In that day I will raise up the booth 
of David that is fallen and repair its 
breaches, and raise up its ruins and 

rebuild it as in the days of old, 12 that 
they may possess the remnant of Edom 

and all the nations who are called by my 
name,” declares the LORD who does this.

AMOS 9:11-12



5) THE UNITY OF 
THE CHURCH



22 Then it seemed good to the apostles 
and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men from among them and send 
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and 
Silas, leading men among the brothers. 

ACTS 15:22



In the body of Christ, we all 
have various opinions, but 
we need to move forward 

unanimously with one decision



28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and 
to us not to burden you with anything 
beyond the following requirements.

ACTS 15:28



 Though we may come divided, 
we must make it a priority to 

leave united 



31 The people read it and were glad for 
its encouraging message. 32 Judas and 
Silas, who themselves were prophets, 

said much to encourage and strengthen 
the believers.

ACTS 15:31-32



Conflict is inevitable in 
the church



If this conflict had not been 
resolved, then this would 

mean that Jesus did not die 
for you and I because 

we are Gentiles!




