


THE OCCULT



3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 
mourned for him and buried him in his own 

town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the 
mediums and spiritists from the land. 4 The 
Philistines assembled and came and set up 
camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all 

Israel and set up camp at Gilboa.  

1 Samuel 28:3-20



5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was 
afraid; terror filled his heart. 6 He inquired of 
the LORD, but the LORD did not answer him by 
dreams or Urim or prophets. 7 Saul then said 
to his attendants, “Find me a woman who is 
a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.” 

“There is one in Endor,” they said. 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



8 So Saul disguised himself, putting on other 
clothes, and at night he and two men went to 
the woman. “Consult a spirit for me,” he said, 
“and bring up for me the one I name.” 9 But 
the woman said to him, “Surely you know 

what Saul has done. He has cut off the 
mediums and spiritists from the land. 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



Why have you set a trap for my life to bring 
about my death?” 10 Saul swore to her by the 
LORD, “As surely as the LORD lives, you will 

not be punished for this.” 11 Then the woman 
asked, “Whom shall  I bring up for you?” 
“Bring up Samuel,” he said. 12 When the 

woman saw Samuel, 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



she cried out at the top of her voice and said 
to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are 
Saul!” 13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. 
What do you see?” The woman said, “I see a 
ghostly figure coming up out of the earth.” 

“I see a ghostly figure coming up out of 
the earth.” 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



14 “What does he look like?” he asked. “An old 
man wearing a robe is coming up,” she said. 

Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed 
down and prostrated himself with his face to 
the ground. 15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have 
you disturbed me by bringing me up?” “I am 

in great distress,” Saul said. 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



“The Philistines are fighting against me, and 
God has departed from me. He no longer 

answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. 
So I have called on you to tell me what to do.” 
16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now 

that the LORD has departed from you and 
become your enemy?  

1 Samuel 28:3-20



17 The LORD has done what he predicted 
through me. The LORD has torn the kingdom 
out of your hands and given it to one of your 

neighbours—to David.  18 Because you did not 
obey the LORD or carry out his fierce wrath 

against the Amalekites, the LORD has done this 
to you today. 

1 Samuel 28:3-20



19 The LORD will deliver both Israel and you 
into the hands of the Philistines, and 

tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. 
The LORD will also give the army of Israel into 
the hands of the Philistines.” 20 Immediately 

Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear 
because of Samuel’s words.

1 Samuel 28:3-20



31 “Do not turn to mediums or seek out 
spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. 

I am the LORD your God.”

Leviticus 19:31



6 “I will set my face against anyone 
who turns to mediums and spiritists 
to prostitute themselves by following 

them, and I will cut them off from 
their people.”

Leviticus 20:6



There is no spiritual benefit 
that comes from staying neutral 

or undecided. Christ is either 
received or rejected.



WHEN GOD IS 
SILENT



3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel 
had mourned for him and buried him in 

his own town of Ramah. Saul had 
expelled the mediums and spiritists from 
the land. 4 The Philistines assembled and 

came and set up camp at Shunem,  

1 Samuel 28:3-6



while Saul gathered all Israel and set up 
camp at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the 
Philistine army, he was afraid; terror 

filled his heart. 6 He inquired of the LORD, 
but the LORD did not answer him by 

dreams or Urim or prophets. 

1 Samuel 28:3-6



In those days the word of the LORD was 
rare; there were not many visions.

1 Samuel 3:1



35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not 
go to see Saul again, though Samuel 

mourned for him. And the LORD regretted 
that he had made Saul king over Israel.

1 Samuel 15:35



God’s silence may be a sign 
that the problem has more 
to do with us than it has to 

do with Him 



WHEN WE ARE 
DOUBLE-MINDED



7 Saul then said to his attendants, “Find 
me a woman who is a medium, so I may 
go and inquire of her.” “There is one in 
Endor,” they said. 8 So Saul disguised 

himself, putting on other clothes, and at 
night he and two men went to the woman. 

1 Samuel 28:7-12



“Consult a spirit for me,” he said, 
“and bring up for me the one I name.” 
9 But the woman said to him, “Surely 
you know what Saul has done. He has 

cut off the mediums and spiritists from 
the land.  

1 Samuel 28:7-12



Why have you set a trap for my life to 
bring about my death?” Why have you 
set a trap for my life to bring about my 

death?” 10 Saul swore to her by the LORD, 
“As surely as the LORD lives, you will not be 

punished for this.” 

1 Samuel 28:7-12



11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I 
bring up for you?” “Bring up Samuel,” 

he said. 12 When the woman saw Samuel, 
she cried out at the top of her voice and 

said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? 
You are Saul!” 

1 Samuel 28:7-12



“This spiritist from Endor used a ritual 
pit to conjure up spirits of the dead… 
The pits were believed to be magical 

portals through which spirits could pass 
between the realms of the living and 

the dead….



Both practitioner and client had roles to 
play in the procedure. The spirits who 

emerged were in human form and 
generally were able to communicate 

directly with the client.”

- The Old Testament Bible 
Background Commentary - 



5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you. 6 But when you ask, 

you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts  

James 1:5-8



is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind. 7 That person 

should not expect to receive anything 
from the Lord. 8 Such a person is 

double-minded and unstable in all 
they do.

James 1:5-8



Are you like Saul, 
partially believing and 

partially doubting?



WHEN WE ARE 
DISTRESSED



13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. 
What do you see?” The woman said, “I see 

a ghostly figure coming up out of the 
earth.” “I see a ghostly figure coming up 

out of the earth.” 

1 Samuel 28:13-16



14 “What does he look like?” he asked. “An 
old man wearing a robe is coming up,” she 
said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and 
he bowed down and prostrated himself 

with his face to the ground. 15 Samuel said 
to Saul, 

1 Samuel 28:13-16



“Why have you disturbed me by bringing 
me up?” “I am in great distress,” Saul said. 

“The Philistines are fighting against me, 
and God has departed from me. He no 

longer answers me, either by prophets or 
by dreams. 

1 Samuel 28:13-16



So I have called on you to tell me what to 
do.” 16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult 
me, now that the LORD has departed from 

you and become your enemy? 

1 Samuel 28:13-16



19 When someone tells you to consult 
mediums and spiritists, who whisper and 

mutter, should not a people inquire of 
their God? Why consult the dead on behalf 
of the living? 20 Consult God’s instruction 

and the testimony of warning.

Isaiah 8:19-20



There is no good news that can 
come from the dead



The harsh reality was that King 
Saul was not really fighting 

against the Philistines, he was 
fighting against the Living God!



24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the 
mediums and spiritists, the household 

gods, the idols and all the other detestable 
things seen in Judah and Jerusalem.

2 Kings 23:24



WHEN WE ARE 
NEAR DEATH



17 The LORD has done what he predicted 
through me. The LORD has torn the 

kingdom out of your hands and given it to 
one of your neighbours—to David. 

18 Because you did not obey the LORD or 
carry out his fierce wrath 

1 Samuel 28:17-20



or carry out his fierce wrath against the 
Amalekites, the LORD has done this to 

you today. 19 The LORD will deliver both 
Israel and you into the hands of the 

Philistines, and tomorrow you and your 
sons will be with me. 

1 Samuel 28:17-20



The LORD will also give the army of 
Israel into the hands of the Philistines.” 

20 Immediately Saul fell full length on 
the ground, filled with fear because of 

Samuel’s words.

1 Samuel 28:17-20



The only news that the occult 
has for us is a message of death



10 The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. 

John 10:10



2 The Philistines were in hot pursuit of 
Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons 

Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua.

1 Samuel 31:2



Saul took his own sword and fell on it.

1 Samuel 31:4



The lesson is that if you do 
not seek God during your life, 
you will certainly not find God 

in death



Saul typifies the sinful nature, a 
person who is after their own 

heart. David typifies the 
redeemed nature, a person who 

is after God’s own heart. 



The gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
only power that triumphs over 

the occult



4 Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me.

Psalm 23:4




