


THE POTTER’S 
HOUSE



1 This is the word that came to 
Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to 
the potter’s house, and there I will give 
you my message.” 3 So I went down to 

the potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



4 But the pot he was shaping from the 
clay was marred in his hands; so the 
potter formed it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed best to him.

5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, 
as this potter does?” declares the LORD. 
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so 
are you in my hand, Israel. 7 If at any 

time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I 
warned repents of its evil, then I will 

relent and not inflict on it the disaster 
I had planned. 9 And if at another time 
I announce that a nation or kingdom is 

to be built up and planted, 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



10 and if it does evil in my sight and 
does not obey me, then I will reconsider 
the good I had intended to do for it. 11 

“Now therefore say to the people of 
Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



‘This is what the LORD says: Look! I am 
preparing a disaster for you and 

devising a plan against you. So turn 
from your evil ways, each one of you, 

and reform your ways and your actions.’ 

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



12 But they will reply, ‘It’s no use. 
We will continue with our own plans; 
we will all follow the stubbornness 

of our evil hearts.’”

JEREMIAH 18:1-12



Jeremiah was a prophet who 
embodied his prophecies through 

illustrations, even though 
his message was still not 

well received



“MARRED IN HIS 
HANDS”



1 This is the word that came to 
Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to 
the potter’s house, and there I will give 
you my message.” 3 So I went down to 

the potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. 

JEREMIAH 18:1-4



4 But the pot he was shaping from the 
clay was marred in his hands; so the 
potter formed it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed best to him.

JEREMIAH 18:1-4







This was no mistake of the 
potter. This was something about 
the unpliable nature of the clay 

that day. 



“He could make something else from the 
same clay, but not the particular vessel he 
had hope for. The clay could thus frustrate 
the potter’s original intention and cause 

him to change it. 



Yahweh the potter was dealing with a clay 
that was resistant to his purpose.”

- J. A. Thompson - 



God was the potter and His 
people were the marred clay 



God did not and will not quit 
on us. He simply did and does 

what is in our best interest 
by refashioning us with a 

new purpose.



“YOU ARE IN MY 
HANDS”



5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 
6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, 
as this potter does?” declares the LORD. 
“Like clay in the hand of the potter, so 

are you in my hand, Israel. 

 
JEREMIAH 18:5-10



7 If at any time I announce that a nation 
or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn 

down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation 
I warned repents of its evil, then I will 
relent and not inflict on it the disaster 

I had planned. 

JEREMIAH 18:5-10



9 And if at another time I announce that 
a nation or kingdom is to be built up 

and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my 
sight and does not obey me, then I will 
reconsider the good I had intended to 

do for it. 

JEREMIAH 18:5-10



A) ASSURANCE 
FROM THE POTTER 
TO ISRAEL 



“Have thine own way Lord, have thine own 
way. Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after thy will. 
While I am waiting, yielded and still.”

- Adelaide Pollard - 



We know that the clay is nothing 
without the potter who gives it 
shape, beauty and purpose in 

His hands.



8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are 
the clay, you are the potter; we are all 

the work of your hand.

ISAIAH 64:8



B) WARNING 
FROM THE POTTER 
TO ISRAEL 



10 See, today I appoint you over nations 
and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, 
to destroy and overthrow, to build and 

to plant.”

JEREMIAH 1:10



There is a time for everything, and 
a season for every activity under the 
heavens… A time to plant and a time 
to uproot…. A time to tear down and 

a time to build.

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-3



Seasons of blessing and disaster are 
decided by God, but are also based on our 
obedience to God. He can be gracious and 

merciful, but not to a fault. He can be 
angry and destructive, but within reason. 



“WILL CONTINUE 
WITH OUR OWN 

PLANS”



11 “Now therefore say to the people of 
Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 

‘This is what the LORD says: Look! I am 
preparing a disaster for you and 

devising a plan against you. 

JEREMIAH 18:11-12



So turn from your evil ways, each one 
of you, and reform your ways and your 
actions.’ 12 But they will reply, ‘It’s no 

use. We will continue with our own 
plans; we will all follow the 

stubbornness of our evil hearts.’”

JEREMIAH 18:11-12



1 This is what the LORD says: “Go and buy a 
clay jar from a potter. Take along some of 
the elders of the people and of the priests 
2 and go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, 
near the entrance of the Potsherd Gate. 

There proclaim the words I tell you… 

JEREMIAH 19:1-2



10 “Then break the jar while those who 
go with you are watching, 11 and say to 
them, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty 
says: I will smash this nation and this 

city just as this potter’s jar is smashed 
and cannot be repaired. 

JEREMIAH 19:10-11



16 You turn things upside down, as if the 
potter were thought to be like the clay! 

Shall what is formed say to the one 
who formed it, “You did not make me”? 

Can the pot say to the potter, “You 
know nothing”? 

ISAIAH 29:16 



9 “Woe to those who quarrel with their 
Maker, those who are nothing but 

potsherds among the potsherds on the 
ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 
‘What are you making?’ Does your work 

say, ‘The potter has no hands’? 

ISAIAH 45:9



20 But who are you, a human being, to 
talk back to God? “Shall what is formed 
say to the one who formed it, ‘Why did 

you make me like this?’” 

ROMANS 9:20-21



21 Does not the potter have the right to 
make out of the same lump of clay 

some pottery for special purposes and 
some for common use? 

ROMANS 9:20-21



For we are God’s handiwork created 
in Christ Jesus. 

EPHESIANS 2:10



Your attributes are meant to 
reflect the creative genius 

of God




