


TRUSTWORTHY 
SAYING #1



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 
given me strength, that he considered 
me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 13 Even though I was once a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because 
I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

14 The grace of our Lord was poured out 
on me abundantly, along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 Here 
is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am 
the worst.



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

16 But for that very reason I was shown 
mercy so that in me, the worst of 

sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in him and 

receive eternal life.



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honour and 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.



A TRUSTWORTHY 
PERSON



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-14

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 
given me strength, that he considered 
me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 13 Even though I was once a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, 



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-14

I was shown mercy because I acted in 
ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace 
of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly, along with the faith and 
love that are in Christ Jesus. 



2 CORINTHIANS 12:12

The marks of a true apostle [include] 
signs, wonders and miracles. 



A) PAUL WAS A 
BLASPHEMER



B) PAUL WAS A 
PERSECUTOR



ACTS 8:3

3 But Saul began to destroy the church. 
Going from house to house, he dragged 
off both men and women and put them 

in prison.  



ACTS 26:9-11

9 “I too was convinced that I ought to do 
all that was possible to oppose the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just 

what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority 
of the chief priests I put many of the 

Lord’s people in prison, and when they 
were put to death,



ACTS 26:9-11

I cast my vote against them. 11 Many 
a time I went from one synagogue to 
another to have them punished, and 
I tried to force them to blaspheme. 
I was so obsessed with persecuting 

them that I even hunted them down in 
foreign cities.



ACTS 9:4-5

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” 
Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting,” he replied.



C) PAUL WAS 
VIOLENT



ACTS 7:56; 8:1

Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named 
Saul… And Saul approved of their killing 

[of Stephen].



D) PAUL WAS 
IGNORANT



ACTS 17:23

23 For as I walked around and looked 
carefully at your objects of worship, 

I even found an altar with this 
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So you 
are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you.



E) PAUL WAS AN 
UNBELIEVER



ACTS 9:21-22

21 All those who heard him were 
astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man 
who raised havoc in Jerusalem among 

those who call on this name? And hasn’t 
he come here to take them as prisoners 

to the chief priests?”



ACTS 9:21-22

22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful 
and baffled the Jews living in Damascus 

by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.



ACTS 9:26-27

26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried 
to join the disciples, but they were all 

afraid of him, not believing that he really 
was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him 

and brought him to the apostles. 



ACTS 9:26-27

He told them how Saul on his journey had 
seen the Lord and that the Lord 

had spoken to him, and how in Damascus 
he had preached fearlessly in the name 

of Jesus.



A TRUSTWORTHY 
MESSAGE



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that 
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the worst. 16 But for that 
very reason 



1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

I was shown mercy so that in me, the 
worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an 

example for those who would believe in 
him and receive eternal life.



A) PATIENCE OF 
GOD



2 PETER 3:9

9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. 

Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance.



B) EXAMPLE FOR 
GOD



This was not a claim to fame, 
it was a claim to failure.



ROMANS 5:20

But where sin increased, 
grace increased all the more.



There is no one that Jesus 
cannot save.



A TRUSTWORTHY 
GOD



1 TIMOTHY 1:17

17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honour and 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.



A) ETERNAL



PSALM 90:1-2

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
throughout all generations. 2 Before the 

mountains were born or you brought 
forth the whole world, from everlasting 

to everlasting you are God. 



PSALM 90:4

4 A thousand years in your sight are like 
a day that has just gone by, or like a 

watch in the night.



2 PETER 3:8

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear 
friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 

are like a day.



B) IMMORTAL



1 TIMOTHY 6:16a

16 [God,] who alone is immortal and who 
lives in unapproachable light.



1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-54

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not 
all sleep, but we will all be changed— 

52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 



1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-54

53 For the perishable must clothe itself 
with the imperishable, and the mortal 

with immortality. 54 When the perishable 
has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality, then 

the saying that is written will come true: 



1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-54

“Death has been swallowed up 
in victory.”



C) INVISIBLE



1 TIMOTHY 6:16b

[God] whom no one has seen or can see.



PSALM 8:4

4 What is mankind that you are mindful 
of them, human beings that you care 

for them?



D) ONLY




