


REVERE HIS 
PRESENCE



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

1 David again brought together all the 
able young men of Israel—thirty 

thousand. 2 He and all his men went to 
Baalah in Judah to bring up from there 
the ark of God, which is called by the 
Name, the name of the LORD Almighty, 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

who is enthroned between the cherubim 
on the ark.3 They set the ark of God on a 
new cart and brought it from the house 

of Abinadab, which was on the hill. 
Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were 

guiding the new cart 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was 
walking in front of it. 5 David and all 
Israel were celebrating with all their 

might before the LORD, with castanets, 

harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and 
cymbals. 6 When they came to the 

threshing floor of Nakon,



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

Uzzah reached out and took hold of the 
ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 
7 The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah 
because of his irreverent act; therefore 
God struck him down, and he died there 

beside the ark of God.



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

8 Then David was angry because the 
LORD’s wrath had broken out against 
Uzzah, and to this day that place is 

called Perez Uzzah. 9 David was afraid of 
the LORD that day and said, “How can the 

ark of the LORD ever come to me?”



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

10 He was not willing to take the ark of 
the LORD to be with him in the City of 

David. Instead, he took it to the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the 

LORD remained in the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-11

and the LORD blessed him and his entire 
household.



1 SAMUEL 4:5-11

5 When the ark of the LORD’s covenant 
came into the camp, all Israel raised such 

a great shout that the ground shook. 6 

Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, 
“What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew 

camp?”



1 SAMUEL 4:5-11

When they learned that the ark of the 
LORD had come into the camp, 7 the 

Philistines were afraid. “A god has come 
into the camp,” they said. “Oh no! 

Nothing like this has happened before. 
8 We’re doomed! Who will deliver us 
from the hand of these mighty gods? 



1 SAMUEL 4:5-11

They are the gods who struck the 
Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in 

the wilderness. 9 Be strong, Philistines! 
Be men, or you will be subject to the 
Hebrews, as they have been to you. 

Be men, and fight!” 



1 SAMUEL 4:5-11

10 So the Philistines fought, and the 
Israelites were defeated and every 

man fled to his tent. The slaughter was 
very great; Israel lost thirty thousand 
foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was 

captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni 
and Phinehas, died.



1 SAMUEL 4:16-18

Eli asked, “What happened, my son?” 
17 The man who brought the news 
replied, “Israel fled before the 

Philistines, and the army has suffered 
heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni 
and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of 

God has been captured.”



1 SAMUEL 4:16-18

18 When he mentioned the ark of God, 
Eli fell backward off his chair by the 
side of the gate. His neck was broken 
and he died, for he was an old man, 
and he was heavy. He had led Israel 

forty years.



1 SAMUEL 4:19-21

19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of 
Phinehas, was pregnant and near the 
time of delivery. When she heard the 
news that the ark of God had been 

captured and that her father-in-law and 
her husband were dead, she went into 

labour and gave birth, 



1 SAMUEL 4:19-21

but was overcome by her labour pains. 
20 As she was dying, the women attending 
her said, “Don’t despair; you have given 
birth to a son.” But she did not respond 
or pay any attention. 21 She named the 

boy Ichabod, saying, 



1 SAMUEL 4:19-21

“The Glory has departed from 
Israel”—because of the capture of 

the ark of God and the deaths of her 
father-in-law and her husband.



1 SAMUEL 6:19-20

19 But God struck down some of the 
inhabitants of Beth Shemesh, putting 

seventy of them to death because they 
looked into the ark of the LORD. The 

people mourned because of the heavy 
blow the LORD had dealt them.



1 SAMUEL 6:19-20

20 And the people of Beth Shemesh asked, 
“Who can stand in the presence of the 

LORD, this holy God?



1 SAMUEL 7:1-2

1 So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and 
took up the ark of the LORD. They brought 

it to Abinadab’s house on the hill and 
consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the 

ark of the LORD. 2 The ark remained at 
Kiriath Jearim a long time—twenty years 

in all.



DAVID’S PASSION 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-5

1 David again brought together all the 
able young men of Israel—thirty 

thousand. 2 He and all his men went to 
Baalah in Judah to bring up from there 
the ark of God, which is called by the 
Name, the name of the LORD Almighty, 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-5

who is enthroned between the cherubim 
on the ark.3 They set the ark of God on a 
new cart and brought it from the house 

of Abinadab, which was on the hill. 
Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were 

guiding the new cart 



2 SAMUEL 6:1-5

4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was 
walking in front of it. 5 David and all 
Israel were celebrating with all their 

might before the LORD, with castanets, 

harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and 
cymbals. 



You cannot have God’s presence 
unless God has your heart. 



David, a harpist and songwriter 
at heart, modelled the 

appropriate type of worshipful 
response towards the presence 

of God.



PSALM 150:1-5

1 Praise the LORD. Praise God in his 
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
heavens. 2 Praise him for his acts of 
power; praise him for his surpassing 

greatness. 3 Praise him with the sounding 
of the trumpet, praise him with the 

harp and lyre, 



PSALM 150:1-5

4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 
praise him with the strings and pipe, 

5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
praise him with resounding cymbals.



2 SAMUEL 6:14-15

14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was 
dancing before the LORD with all his 

might, 15 while he and all Israel were 
bringing up the ark of the LORD with 
shouts and the sound of trumpets.



Those who are concerned about 
the presence of the Lord are 
not concerned about what 
other people think about 

their expressions of worship.



UZZAH’S 
IRREVERENCE 



2 SAMUEL 6:6-7

6 When they came to the threshing floor 
of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took 

hold of the ark of God, because the oxen 
stumbled. 7 The LORD’s anger burned 

against Uzzah because of his irreverent 
act; therefore God struck him down, and 

he died there beside the ark of God.



EXODUS 25:22

22 There, above the cover between the 
two cherubim that are over the ark 

of the covenant law, I will meet with 
you and give you all my commands for 

the Israelites.



Sometimes we have all the 
right intentions, but use the 

wrong methods.



NUMBERS 7:6-9

6 So Moses took the carts and oxen and 
gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave two 
carts and four oxen to the Gershonites, 

as their work required, 8 and he gave four 
carts and eight oxen to the Merarites, as 

their work required. 



NUMBERS 7:6-9

They were all under the direction of 
Ithamar son of Aaron, the priest. 9 But 

Moses did not give any to the Kohathites, 
because they were to carry on their 

shoulders the holy things, for which they 
were responsible.



The Regulative Principle: 
We only do that which scripture 

prescribes for worship.

The Normative Principle: 
We can do anything that scripture 

does not prohibit for worship.



While the majority of the Old 
Testament follows the 

regulative, the majority of the 
New Testament follows the 

normative principle.



1 CHRONICLES 15:13

13 It was because you, the Levites, did 
not bring it up the first time that the 

LORD our God broke out in anger against 
us. We did not inquire of him about how 

to do it in the prescribed way.”



OBED-EDOM’S 
HOSPITALITY



2 SAMUEL 6:8-11

8 Then David was angry because the 
LORD’s wrath had broken out against 
Uzzah, and to this day that place is 

called Perez Uzzah. 9 David was afraid of 
the LORD that day and said, “How can the 

ark of the LORD ever come to me?”



2 SAMUEL 6:8-11

10 He was not willing to take the ark of 
the LORD to be with him in the City of 

David. Instead, he took it to the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the 

LORD remained in the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, 



2 SAMUEL 6:8-11

and the LORD blessed him and his entire 
household.



The first thing we see was that 
David was angry with the Lord.



Sometimes we fail to 
understand the things that 

God does.



The second thing we see 
was that David was afraid 

of the Lord.



1 CHRONICLES 15:18

Obed-Edom and Jeiel, the gatekeepers.



1 CHRONICLES 15:21

Obed-Edom, Jeiel and Azaziah were 
to play the harps, directing according 

to sheminith.



1 CHRONICLES 15:24

Obed-Edom and Jehiah were also to be 
doorkeepers for the ark.



Moments in the presence of God 
change you forever.



2 SAMUEL 6:12-13

12 Now King David was told, “The LORD has 
blessed the household of Obed-Edom and 
everything he has, because of the ark of 
God.” So David went to bring up the ark 
of God from the house of Obed-Edom to 

the City of David with rejoicing.



 Sometimes we want God’s 
blessings more than we want 

God’s presence.



1 CHRONICLES 26:4-5

4 Obed-Edom also had sons: Shemaiah the 
firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah 

the third, Sakar the fourth, Nethanel the 
fifth, 5 Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the 

seventh and Peullethai the eighth. (For 
God had blessed Obed-Edom.)



1 CHRONICLES 26:8

8 All these were descendants of 
Obed-Edom; they and their sons and 

their relatives were capable men with 
the strength to do the work—descendants 

of Obed-Edom, 62 in all.



1 CHRONICLES 16:37-38

37 David left Asaph and his associates 
before the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD to minister there regularly, 
according to each day’s requirements. 

38 He also left Obed-Edom and his 
sixty-eight associates to minister 

with them.



God’s desire is to bless those 
who sincerely invite and 
welcome His presence.



1 CHRONICLES 15:29

29 As the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
was entering the City of David, Michal 

daughter of Saul watched from a 
window. And when she saw King David 
dancing and celebrating, she despised 

him in 
her heart.



I want to warn you of the 
temptation of distancing 

yourself from the presence 
of the Lord.



Your choice of proximity to the 
presence of God says something 
powerful about your spirituality. 

You cannot be close to God in 
theory and yet far from His 

presence in reality.



2 SAMUEL 6:20-22

20 When David returned home to bless his 
household, Michal daughter of Saul came 
out to meet him and said, “How the king 
of Israel has distinguished himself today, 
going around half-naked in full view of 

the slave girls of his servants as any 
vulgar fellow would!” 



2 SAMUEL 6:20-22

21 David said to Michal, “It was before 
the LORD, who chose me rather than 
your father or anyone from his house 
when he appointed me ruler over the 
LORD’s people Israel—I will celebrate 

before the LORD.



2 SAMUEL 6:20-22

22 I will become even more undignified 
than this, and I will be humiliated in my 
own eyes. But by these slave girls you 

spoke of, I will be held in honour.”



As Christians who revere God’s 
presence, it is time to join 
the celebration and stop 

the criticism.




