


MAKE RESTITUTION 



1 The LORD said to Moses: 2 “If anyone sins 
and is unfaithful to the LORD by deceiving 
a neighbour about something entrusted 
to them or left in their care or about 

something stolen, or if they cheat their 
neighbour, 3 or if they find lost property 

and lie about it, 

LEVITICUS 6:1-7



 or if they swear falsely about any such 
sin that people may commit— 4 when 

they sin in any of these ways and realize 
their guilt, they must return what they 
have stolen or taken by extortion, or 

what was entrusted to them, or the lost 
property they found, 

LEVITICUS 6:1-7



5 or whatever it was they swore falsely 
about. They must make restitution in 
full, add a fifth of the value to it and 

give it all to the owner on the day they 
present their guilt offering.6 And as a 
penalty they must bring to the priest, 

that is, to the LORD, their guilt offering, 

LEVITICUS 6:1-7



a ram from the flock, one without defect 
and of the proper value. 7 In this way the 

priest will make atonement for them 
before the LORD, and they will be forgiven 
for any of the things they did that made 

them guilty.”

LEVITICUS 6:1-7



UNFAITHFUL TO THE LORD



2 “If anyone sins and is unfaithful 
to the LORD.”

LEVITICUS 6:2a



15 “You shall not steal.

EXODUS 20:15



Not only is theft a criminal 
offence, it is a spiritual offence.



4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight; so you are 
right in your verdict and justified when 

you judge.

PSALM 51:4



We have foolishly convinced 
ourselves that we can wrong 
others and yet still be right 

relationship with God.



Restitution is focused 
on satisfaction. 



“The reparation offering draws attention to the 
fact that sin has both a social and spiritual 

dimension. It not only affects our relationship 
with our neighbour, it affects our creator. It 

influences our relationship vertically with God 
as well as horizontally with our fellow man.” 

– Gordon J. Wenham – 



8 But if that person has no close relative 
to whom restitution can be made for the 
wrong, the restitution belongs to the LORD 

and must be given to the priest, along 
with the ram with which atonement is 

made for the wrongdoer.

NUMBERS 5:8



DECEITFUL TO YOUR 
NEIGHBOUR



By deceiving a neighbour about 
something entrusted to them or left in 

their care or about something stolen, or 
if they cheat their neighbour, 3 or if they 
find lost property and lie about it,  or if 

they swear falsely about any such sin 
that people may commit.

LEVITICUS 6:2b-3



This calls into question both 
word and deed; what was said 

AND what was done.



29 “The most important one… 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 

31 The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ There is no 

commandment greater than these.”

MARK 12:29-31



A lack of peace



A guilty conscience



As believers, we must make 
every effort to make 

things right.



EXPENSIVE TO RESTORE



4 When they sin in any of these ways and 
realize their guilt, they must return what 
they have stolen or taken by extortion, 
or what was entrusted to them, or the 

lost property they found, 5 or whatever it 
was they swore falsely about. They must 

make restitution in full, 

LEVITICUS 6:4-6



add a fifth of the value to it and give it 
all to the owner on the day they present 

their guilt offering.6 And as a penalty 
they must bring to the priest, that is, to 
the LORD, their guilt offering, a ram from 
the flock, one without defect and of the 

proper value. 

LEVITICUS 6:4-6



Tithing is valued at 10% and 
restitution is valued at 20%. 

One is a biblical principle while 
the other is a biblical penalty. 



7 Ever since the time of your ancestors 
you have turned away from my decrees 
and have not kept them. Return to me, 
and I will return to you,” says the LORD 
Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to 
return?’ 8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? 

Yet you rob me. 

MALACHI 3:7-10



“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 
“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a 

curse—your whole nation—because you 
are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house.

MALACHI 3:7-10



Some of us might not be 
robbing people, but we are 
robbing God. There is no 

restitution for tithing. Just 
start tithing from now on!  



Choosing restitution results in 
no waste of time, less waste of 

money and spiritual growth.



8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 

half of my possessions to the poor, and if 
I have cheated anybody out of anything, 
I will pay back four times the amount.”

LUKE 19:8



What changed in Zacchaeus’ 
heart? One glimpse of Jesus 
made him understand that 

people matter more than money.



9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because this man, 

too, is a son of Abraham.

LUKE 19:9



1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship.

ROMANS 12:1



Restitution sounds like a 
wonderful idea if you are the 
recipient, but a difficult idea 

if you are the debtor.



Jesus did all that was required 
for us to be saved and so 

much more.




