


BE CLEAN



1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 2 “Say 
to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that 
live on land, these are the ones you may 
eat: 3 You may eat any animal that has a 

divided hoof and that chews the cud.
4 “‘There are some that only chew the 

cud or only have a divided hoof, 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



but you must not eat them. The camel, 
though it chews the cud, does not have a 
divided hoof; it is ceremonially unclean 
for you. 5 The hyrax, though it chews the 
cud, does not have a divided hoof; it is 
unclean for you. 6 The rabbit, though it 

chews the cud, 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



does not have a divided hoof; it is 
unclean for you. 7 And the pig, though it 
has a divided hoof, does not chew the 

cud; it is unclean for you. 8 You must not 
eat their meat or touch their carcasses; 
they are unclean for you. 9 “‘Of all the 
creatures living in the water of the seas

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



and the streams you may eat any that 
have fins and scales. 10 But all creatures 
in the seas or streams that do not have 
fins and scales—whether among all the 
swarming things or among all the other 
living creatures in the water—you are to 

regard as unclean. 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



11 And since you are to regard them as 
unclean, you must not eat their meat; 

you must regard their carcasses as 
unclean. 12 Anything living in the water 
that does not have fins and scales is to 

be regarded as unclean by you. 13 “‘These 
are the birds you are to regard

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



as unclean and not eat because they are 
unclean: the eagle, the vulture, the 

black vulture, 14 the red kite, any kind of 
black kite, 15 any kind of raven, 16 the 
horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, 
any kind of hawk, 17 the little owl, the 

cormorant, the great owl, 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



18 the white owl, the desert owl, the 
osprey, 19 the stork, any kind of heron, 
the hoopoe and the bat. 20 “‘All flying 
insects that walk on all fours are to be 

regarded as unclean by you. 21 There are, 
however, some flying insects that walk 

on all fours that you may eat: 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



those that have jointed legs for hopping 
on the ground. 22 Of these you may eat 
any kind of locust, katydid, cricket or 

grasshopper. 23 But all other flying insects 
that have four legs you are to regard 

as unclean.

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



41 “‘Every creature that moves along the 
ground is to be regarded as unclean; it is 
not to be eaten. 42 You are not to eat any 

creature that moves along the ground, 
whether it moves on its belly or walks on 
all fours or on many feet; it is unclean. 

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



43 Do not defile yourselves by any of 
these creatures. Do not make yourselves 
unclean by means of them or be made 
unclean by them. 44 I am the LORD your 

God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, 
because I am holy.

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



Do not make yourselves unclean by any 
creature that moves along the ground. 45 

I am the LORD, who brought you up out of 
Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, 

because I am holy.

LEVITICUS 11:1-23; 41-45



“Cleanliness is next to 
godliness.”



BECAUSE GOD MADE IT



2 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the 
animals that live on land, these are the 

ones you may eat: 3 You may eat any 
animal that has a divided hoof and that 

chews the cud.’”

LEVITICUS 11:2-3



9 “Of all the creatures living in the water 
of the seas and the streams you may eat 

any that have fins and scales.”

LEVITICUS 11:9



20 And God said, “Let the water teem 
with living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the vault of the 

sky.” 21 So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living 

thing with which the water teems and 
that moves about in it, 

GENESIS 1:20-25



according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed 
them and said, “Be fruitful and increase 
in number and fill the water in the seas, 
and let the birds increase on the earth.” 

23 And there was evening,

GENESIS 1:20-25



and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce 

living creatures according to their kinds: 
the livestock, the creatures that move 

along the ground, and the wild animals, 
each according to its kind.” And it 

was so. 

GENESIS 1:20-25



25 God made the wild animals according 
to their kinds, the livestock according to 

their kinds, and all the creatures that 
move along the ground according to their 

kinds. And God saw that it was good.

GENESIS 1:20-25



1 The LORD then said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, you and your whole family, 

because 
I have found you righteous in this 

generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs 
of every kind of clean animal, a male and 

its mate, and one pair of every kind of 
unclean animal, a male and its mate, 

GENESIS 7:1-5



3 and also seven pairs of every kind of 
bird, male and female, to keep their 

various kinds alive throughout the earth. 
4 Seven days from now I will send rain on 
the earth for forty days and forty nights, 
and I will wipe from the face of the earth 

every living creature I have made.”  

GENESIS 7:1-5



5 And Noah did all that the LORD 
commanded him.

GENESIS 7:1-5



3 Everything that lives and moves about 
will be food for you. Just as I gave you 

the green plants, I now give you 
everything. 4 “But you must not eat meat 

that has its lifeblood still in it.

GENESIS 9:3-5



5 And for your lifeblood I will surely 
demand an accounting. I will demand 

an accounting from every animal.

GENESIS 9:3-5



When you hear cleanliness you 
think of whether something is 

dirty or not dirty. 



When God talks about 
cleanliness, He is thinking of 
whether something is holy or 

not holy. 



BECAUSE GOD SAID IT



13 “These are the birds you are to regard 
as unclean and not eat because they 

are unclean.”

LEVITICUS 10:13



20 “All flying insects that walk on all fours 
are to be regarded as unclean by you.”

LEVITICUS 10:20



41 “‘Every creature that moves along the 
ground is to be regarded as unclean; 

it is not to be eaten.

LEVITICUS 10:20



1 Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any of the wild animals the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
really say, ‘You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to 
the serpent, 

GENESIS 3:1-5



“We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not 

eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not 

touch it, or you will die.’” 

GENESIS 3:1-5



4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent 
said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that 

when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.”

GENESIS 3:1-5



God always means what He says. 
If God tells you something, it 

is not with the purpose of 
withholding something good 

from you, it is actually for your 
own good.



23 “I have the right to do anything,” you 
say—but not everything is beneficial. “I 
have the right to do anything”—but not 

everything is constructive.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:23



9 About noon the following day as they 
were on their journey and approaching 
the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the meal 

was being prepared, he fell into 
a trance. 

ACTS 10:9-16



11 He saw heaven opened and something 
like a large sheet being let down to earth 

by its four corners. 12 It contained all 
kinds of four-footed animals, as well as 
reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told 
him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 

“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. 

ACTS 10:9-16



“I have never eaten anything impure or 
unclean.” 15 The voice spoke to him a 
second time, “Do not call anything 
impure that God has made clean.” 

16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the sheet was taken back 

to heaven.

ACTS 10:9-16



The rules of God are subject to 
the purposes of God.



BECAUSE GOD 
STANDARDIZED IT



45 I am the LORD, who brought you up out 
of Egypt to be your God; therefore be 

holy, because I am holy.

LEVITICUS 10:45



7 What shall we say, then? Is the law 
sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I 
would not have known what sin was 

had it not been for the law. For I would 
not have known what coveting really 

was if the law had not said, “You shall 
not covet.” 

ROMANS 7:7-13



8 But sin, seizing the opportunity 
afforded by the commandment, produced 
in me every kind of coveting. For apart 
from the law, sin was dead. 9 Once I was 
alive apart from the law; but when the 
commandment came, sin sprang to life 

and I died.

ROMANS 7:7-13



10 I found that the very commandment 
that was intended to bring life actually 

brought death. 11 For sin, seizing 
the opportunity afforded by the 

commandment, deceived me, and 
through the commandment put me 

to death. 

ROMANS 7:7-13



12 So then, the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, righteous and 
good. 13 Did that which is good, then, 
become death to me? By no means! 

Nevertheless, in order that sin might be 
recognized as sin, 

ROMANS 7:7-13



it used what is good to bring about 
my death, so that through the 

commandment sin might become 
utterly sinful.

ROMANS 7:7-13



By knowing the Law, we come to 
know our sins all the more.

 



You will never “be holy because 
God is holy” apart from Christ.



Jesus lived the holy life you 
could never live. Now God 

sees us through His perfection 
and purity.



15 But just as he who called you is holy, 
so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is 

written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

1 PETER 1:15-16



God is not expecting perfection, 
but He is expecting progress 

from you. You should be more 
holy than you were yesterday. 



This is what we call 
“sanctification”. It is not 

instantaneous, it is a process.



7 For God did not call us to be impure, 
but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, 

anyone who rejects this instruction does 
not reject a human being but God, the 
very God who gives you his Holy Spirit.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:7-8



The Holy Father has given us His 
Holy Son who has also sent us 

the Holy Spirit.



Holiness is the Trinitarian work 
of God in a human life.




