


AVOID DEFILEMENT



1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
2 “When anyone has a swelling or a rash 
or a shiny spot on their skin that may be 

a defiling skin disease, they must be 
brought to Aaron the priest or to one of 
his sons who is a priest. 3 The priest is to 

examine the sore on the skin,

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



and if the hair in the sore has turned 
white and the sore appears to be more 

than skin deep, it is a defiling skin 
disease. When the priest examines that 

person, he shall pronounce them 
ceremonially unclean. 4 If the shiny spot 

on the skin is white but does not 

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



appear to be more than skin deep and 
the hair in it has not turned white, the 
priest is to isolate the affected person 

for seven days. 5 On the seventh day the 
priest is to examine them, and if he sees 
that the sore is unchanged and has not 
spread in the skin, he is to isolate them 

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



for another seven days. 6 On the seventh 
day the priest is to examine them again, 

and if the sore has faded and has not 
spread in the skin, the priest shall 

pronounce them clean; it is only a rash. 
They must wash their clothes, and they 

will be clean. 7 But if the rash does 

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



spread in their skin after they have 
shown themselves to the priest to be 
pronounced clean, they must appear 

before the priest again. 8 The priest is to 
examine that person, and if the rash has 
spread in the skin, he shall pronounce 

them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease.

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



45 “Anyone with such a defiling disease 
must wear torn clothes, let their hair be 
unkempt, cover the lower part of their 
face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 

46 As long as they have the disease they 
remain unclean. They must live alone; 

they must live outside the camp.

LEVITICUS 13:1-8; 45-46



People often correlate skin 
problems with uncleanliness.



ISOLATION FROM 
COMMUNITY



3 The priest is to examine the sore on 
the skin, and if the hair in the sore has 
turned white and the sore appears to 

be more than skin deep, it is a defiling 
skin disease. When the priest examines 

that person, 

LEVITICUS 13:3-5



he shall pronounce them ceremonially 
unclean. 4 If the shiny spot on the skin is 
white but does not appear to be more 

than skin deep and the hair in it has not 
turned white, the priest is to isolate the 

affected person for seven days. 

LEVITICUS 13:3-5



5 On the seventh day the priest is to 
examine them, and if he sees that the 

sore is unchanged and has not spread in 
the skin, he is to isolate them for 

another seven days. 

LEVITICUS 13:3-5



God did not make us to be 
alone, but to be in community. 
It is not until we are left alone 
that we realize the true benefit 

of Christian community.



Our defilement hinders our 
ability to participate in 

community life.



5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! 
For I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD Almighty.”

ISAIAH 6:5



DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASE



6 On the seventh day the priest is to 
examine them again, and if the sore has 

faded and has not spread in the skin, 
the priest shall pronounce them clean; 
it is only a rash. They must wash their 
clothes, and they will be clean. 7 But if 

the rash does 

LEVITICUS 13:6-8



spread in their skin after they have 
shown themselves to the priest to be 
pronounced clean, they must appear 

before the priest again. 8 The priest is to 
examine that person, and if the rash has 
spread in the skin, he shall pronounce 

them unclean; it is a defiling skin disease.

LEVITICUS 13:6-8



A) UNCLEAN TO CLEAN



B) CLEAN TO UNCLEAN



11 If perfection could have been attained 
through the Levitical priesthood—and 
indeed the law given to the people 

established that priesthood—why was 
there still need for another priest to 

come, one in the order of Melchizedek, 
not in the order of Aaron? 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



12 For when the priesthood is changed, 
the law must be changed also. 13 He of 
whom these things are said belonged to 
a different tribe, and no one from that 

tribe has ever served at the altar. 14 For it 
is clear that our Lord descended from 

Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



said nothing about priests. 15 And what 
we have said is even more clear if 

another priest like Melchizedek appears, 
16 one who has become a priest not on the 
basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but 

on the basis of the power of an 
indestructible life. 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



17 For it is declared: “You are a priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 

18 The former regulation is set aside 
because it was weak and useless 19 (for 
the law made nothing perfect), and a 

better hope is introduced, by which we 
draw near to God. 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



20 And it was not without an oath! Others 
became priests without any oath, 21 but 
he became a priest with an oath when 

God said to him: “The Lord has sworn and 
will not change his mind: ‘You are a 

priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



Jesus has become the guarantor of a 
better covenant.23 Now there have been 

many of those priests, since death 
prevented them from continuing in 

office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, 
he has a permanent priesthood. 

HEBREWS 7:11-25



25 Therefore he is able to save completely 

those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede 

for them.

HEBREWS 7:11-25



5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was on him, and by his wounds we 

are healed.

ISAIAH 53:5



14 Therefore, since we have a great high 
priest… 16 Let us then approach God’s 

throne of grace with confidence.

HEBREWS 4:14; 16



DECLARATION OF 
DEFILEMENT



45 “Anyone with such a defiling disease 
must wear torn clothes, let their hair be 
unkempt, cover the lower part of their 
face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 

46 As long as they have the disease they 
remain unclean. They must live alone; 

they must live outside the camp.

LEVITICUS 13:45-46



A) MIRIAM



10 When the cloud lifted from above 
the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it 

became as white as snow. Aaron turned 
toward her and saw that she had a 

defiling skin disease.

NUMBERS 12:10



Confine her outside the camp for seven 
days; after that she can be brought 

back.” 15 So Miriam was confined outside 
the camp for seven days, and the 

people did not move on till she was 
brought back.

NUMBERS 12:14-15



B) NAAMAN & GEHAZI



9 So Naaman went with his horses and 
chariots and stopped at the door of 

Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger 
to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven 
times in the Jordan, and your flesh will 
be restored and you will be cleansed.” 

11 But Naaman went away angry and said,  

2 KINGS 5:9-14



“I thought that he would surely come out 
to me and stand and call on the name of 
the LORD his God, wave his hand over the 
spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters 

of Israel? 

2 KINGS 5:9-14



Couldn’t I wash in them and be 
cleansed?” So he turned and went off in 
a rage. 13 Naaman’s servants went to him 
and said, “My father, if the prophet had 
told you to do some great thing, would 
you not have done it? How much more, 

then, when he tells you,

2 KINGS 5:9-14



‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 14 So he went 
down and dipped himself in the Jordan 

seven times, as the man of God had told 
him, and his flesh was restored and 

became clean like that of a young boy.

2 KINGS 5:9-14



27 Naaman’s leprosy will cling to you and 
to your descendants forever.” Then 

Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and 
his skin was leprous—it had become as 

white as snow.

2 KINGS 5:27



C) KING UZZIAH



His fame spread far and wide, for he was 
greatly helped until he became powerful. 
16 But after Uzziah became powerful, his 

pride led to his downfall. He was 
unfaithful to the LORD his God, and 

entered the temple of the LORD to burn 
incense on the altar of incense.

2 CHRONICLES 26:15-21



17 Azariah the priest with eighty other 
courageous priests of the LORD followed 
him in. 18 They confronted King Uzziah 

and said, “It is not right for you, Uzziah, 
to burn incense to the LORD. That is for 
the priests, the descendants of Aaron, 

who have been consecrated

2 CHRONICLES 26:15-21



to burn incense. Leave the sanctuary, for 
you have been unfaithful; and you will 

not be honoured by the LORD God.” 
19 Uzziah, who had a censer in his hand 
ready to burn incense, became angry. 

While he was raging at the priests in their 
presence before the incense altar 

2 CHRONICLES 26:15-21



in the LORD’s temple, leprosy broke out on 
his forehead. 20 When Azariah the chief 

priest and all the other priests looked at 
him, they saw that he had leprosy on his 

forehead, so they hurried him out.  
Indeed, he himself was eager to leave, 

because the LORD had afflicted him.  

2 CHRONICLES 26:15-21



21 King Uzziah had leprosy until the 
day he died. He lived in a separate 

house—leprous, and banned from the 
temple of the LORD.

2 CHRONICLES 26:15-21



If we are honest with ourselves, 
we really should be shouting 

“Unclean! Unclean!”, but when 
you come to Jesus, He is 
shouting “Clean! Clean!”.



God has the cure for what is said 
to be incurable.



The first option is to 
“avoid defilement”.



The second option is to 
“be healed”.




