


THE SEASONAL FESTIVALS



1 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Speak to the 
Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my 

appointed festivals, the appointed 
festivals of the Lord, which you are to 

proclaim as sacred assemblies.

LEVITICUS 23:1-2, 37-38



37 ‘These are the Lord’s appointed 
festivals, which you are to proclaim as 

sacred assemblies for bringing food 
offerings to the Lord—the burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink 

offerings required for each day. 

LEVITICUS 23:1-2, 37-38



38 These offerings are in addition to those 
for the Lord’s Sabbaths and in addition to 
your gifts and whatever you have vowed 
and all the freewill offerings you give to 

the Lord.’

LEVITICUS 23:1-2, 37-38



The seasonal festivals teach us 
what Biblical obedience looks 
like and how a life intertwined 

with God produces a great 
harvest.



Israel was called to have a 
unique devotional life



37 ‘These are the Lord’s appointed 
festivals, which you are to proclaim as 

sacred assemblies for bringing food 
offerings to the Lord—the burnt offerings 
and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink 

offerings required for each day. 

LEVITICUS 23:1-2, 37-38



38 These offerings are in addition to those 
for the Lord’s Sabbaths and in addition to 
your gifts and whatever you have vowed 
and all the freewill offerings you give to 

the Lord.’

LEVITICUS 23:1-2, 37-38



“Declare a holy fast; call a sacred 
assembly. Summon the elders and all 

who live in the land to the house of the 
LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD” 

JOEL 1:14



“Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy 
fast, call a sacred assembly.” 

JOEL 2:15



1. The Sabbath (Lev. 23:3)
2. The first (Passover) and seventh days of the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:4-8)
3. The Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15-21)
4. The Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:23-25) 
5. The Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32) 
6. The first and eighth days of the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Lev. 23:33-36).



We are called to attract others 
to God’s redemptive truth and 

activity in the world. It won’t be 
our perfection that attracts 
others to God, it will be His 

grace in the midst of our mess.



13“Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
Your incense is detestable to me. New 
Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—I 

cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 
Your New Moon feasts and your 

appointed festivals I hate with all my 
being.

ISAIAH 1:13-20



They have become a burden to me; I am 
weary of bearing them. 14 Your New Moon 

festivals and your appointed feasts my 
soul hates. They have become a burden 

to me; I am weary of bearing them.

ISAIAH 1:13-20



15 When you spread out your hands in 
prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; 

even if you offer many prayers, I will not 
listen. Your hands are full of blood; 16 

wash yourselves clean. Take your evil 
deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong,

ISAIAH 1:13-20



17 learn to do right! Seek justice, 
encourage the oppressed. Defend the 

cause of the fatherless, plead the case of 
the widow. 18 ‘Come now, let us reason 

together,’ says the Lord.

ISAIAH 1:13-20



‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red as crimson, they shall be like 

wool. 19 If you are willing to be obedient, 
you will eat the best from the land; 20 but 

if you resist or rebel, you will be 
devoured by the sword.’

ISAIAH 1:13-20



“I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
your assemblies are a stench to me”

AMOS 5:21



Three important ways we can 
properly observe a sacred assembly:

1. Fasting
2. Feasting
3. Rejoicing



“Rejoicing when you don’t feel 
like it isn’t hypocrisy; it’s 
obedience.” - Skip Heitzig



As we offer God our obedience, 
it results in joy. While 

obedience doesn’t require 
emotion, it often evokes it. 
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