


THE YEAR OF JUBILEE



1 The LORD said to Moses at Mount Sinai, 
2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 

‘When you enter the land I am going to 
give you, the land itself must observe a 
sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years sow 
your fields, and for six years prune your 

vineyards and gather their crops.

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



4 But in the seventh year the land is to 
have a year of sabbath rest, a sabbath 
to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or 

prune your vineyards. 5 Do not reap what 
grows of itself or harvest the grapes of 

your untended vines. The land is to have 
a year of rest.

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



6 Whatever the land yields during the 
sabbath year will be food for you—for 

yourself, your male and female servants, 
and the hired worker and temporary 

resident who live among you, 7 as well as 
for your livestock and the wild animals in 

your land.

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



Whatever the land produces may be 
eaten. 8 “‘Count off seven sabbath 

years—seven times seven years—so that 
the seven sabbath years amount to a 

period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have 
the trumpet sounded everywhere on the 

tenth day of the seventh month; 

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



on the Day of Atonement sound the 
trumpet throughout your land. 

10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and 
proclaim liberty throughout the land to 
all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee 

for you; each of you is to return to your 
family property and to your own clan. 

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for 
you; do not sow and do not reap what 
grows of itself or harvest the untended 
vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be 
holy for you; eat only what is taken 

directly from the fields.

LEVITICUS 25:1-12



Sabbath is also the rhythm 
of provision.



26 “Six days you are to gather it, but on 
the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will 
not be any.” 27 Nevertheless, some of the 
people went out on the seventh day to 
gather it, but they found none. 28 Then 
the LORD said to Moses, , “How long will 

you refuse to keep my commands 

EXODUS 16:26-30



and my instructions? 29 Bear in mind that 
the LORD has given you the Sabbath; that 

is why on the sixth day he gives you bread 
for two days. Everyone is to stay where 

they are on the seventh day; no one is to 
go out.” 30 So the people rested on the 

seventh day.

EXODUS 16:26-30



Sabbath is also a forced rest. 



21 The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all 
the time of its desolation it rested, until 

the seventy years were completed in 
fulfillment of the word of the LORD spoken 

by Jeremiah.

2 CHRONICLES 36:21



Sabbath was foundational to 
new beginnings.



15 In those days I saw people in Judah 
treading winepresses on the Sabbath 
and bringing in grain and loading it on 
donkeys, together with wine, grapes, 
figs and all other kinds of loads. And 

they were bringing all this into 
Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 

NEHEMIAH 13:15-18



Therefore I warned them against selling 
food on that day. 16 People from Tyre who 

lived in Jerusalem were bringing in fish 
and all kinds of merchandise and selling 
them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath to the 
people of Judah. 17 I rebuked the nobles 

of Judah and said to them, 

NEHEMIAH 13:15-18



“What is this wicked thing you are 
doing—desecrating the Sabbath day? 
18 Didn’t your ancestors do the same 

things, so that our God brought all this 
calamity on us and on this city? Now you 
are stirring up more wrath against Israel 

by desecrating the Sabbath.”

NEHEMIAH 13:15-18



If we never understand and 
honour Sabbath, we can never 

understand and honour Jubilee.



Jubilee was the end of seven 
times of a seven-years cycle,       
marking the celebration of the 

fiftieth year, also understood as 
half a century or mid-century. 



“As a social institution the jubilee year 
remained an ideal, which was rarely, 

if ever, realized.”

– Gordon Wenham – 



YOUR PROPERTY ALWAYS 
BELONGED TO GOD



It shall be a jubilee for you; each of you 
is to return to your family property.

LEVITICUS 25:10a



Jubilee implies property 
redemption.



23 “The land must not be sold 
permanently, because the land is mine 
and you reside in my land as foreigners 
and strangers. 24 Throughout the land 

that you hold as a possession, you must 
provide for the redemption of the land.”

LEVITICUS 25:23-24



28 “For in him we live and move and 
have our being.”

ACTS 17:28



The reality is that what we 
have is not our own, but it 

must be seen as an entrustment 
from God.



Jubilee implies return.



There is something special about 
coming home after being away 

for a long time.



YOUR PEOPLE ALWAYS 
BELONGED TO GOD



It shall be a jubilee for you; each of you 
is to return… to your own clan.

LEVITICUS 25:10b



42 Because the Israelites are my servants, 
whom I brought out of Egypt, they must 

not be sold as slaves.

LEVITICUS 25:42



18 You have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to righteousness…
22 But now that you have been set free 

from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 

and the result is eternal life.

ROMANS 6:18; 22



5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 
respect and fear, and with sincerity of 
heart, just as you would obey Christ. 

6 Obey them not only to win their favour 
when their eye is on you, but as slaves 

of Christ, doing the will of God from your 
heart.

EPHESIANS 6:5-6



Jubilee implies relational 
reconciliation.



A) THE FATHER & 
PRODIGAL SON



B) PHILEMON & ONESIMUS



YOUR PRODUCE ALWAYS 
BELONGED TO GOD



11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for 
you; do not sow and do not reap what 
grows of itself or harvest the untended 
vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be 
holy for you; eat only what is taken 

directly from the fields.

LEVITICUS 25:11-12



26 So Joseph established it as a law 
concerning land in Egypt—still in force 

today—that a fifth of the produce 
belongs to Pharaoh.

GENESIS 47:26



There is always more than 
enough with God.



God actually wants you to 
work less and trust more. 
Jubilee was meant to be a 

time of enjoyment.



25th anniversary as a “silver jubilee”
40th  anniversary as a “ruby jubilee”

50th anniversary as a “golden jubilee”
60th anniversary as a “diamond jubilee”
65th anniversary as a “sapphire jubilee” 
70th anniversary as a “platinum jubilee”



The people of God need 
to become more of a 
celebratory people.



Through the lens of busyness, 
we view Sabbath and Jubilee as 
God robbing us from our work. 



“Thus, about once in any man [or 
woman’s] lifetime the slate was wiped 

clean. Everyone had the chance to 
make a fresh start.

– Gordon Wenham – 



36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.

JOHN 8:36



1 It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free.

GALATIANS 5:1




