


AT THAT 
MOMENT



LUKE 23:44-49

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came 
over the whole land until three in  

the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And 
the curtain of the temple  

was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with  
a loud voice, “Father, into your hands  

I commit my spirit.” 



LUKE 23:44-49

When he had said this, he breathed his last. 47 

The centurion, seeing what had happened, 
praised God and said, “Surely this was a 

righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw what took 
place, they beat their breasts and went away.



LUKE 23:44-49

 

 

49 But all those who knew him, including 
the women who had followed him from 
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 

these things.



JOHN 19:23-25

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they 
took his clothes, dividing them into four 
shares, one for each of them, with the 

undergarment remaining. This garment 
was seamless, woven in one piece from 

top to bottom.



JOHN 19:23-25

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one 
another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get 

it.” This happened that the scripture might 
be fulfilled that said, “They divided my 

clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment.” So this is what the soldiers did.



 
RIGHTLY CALLED JESUS 

THE SON OF GOD



MATTHEW 27:54

54 When the centurion and those with him 
who were guarding Jesus saw the 

earthquake and all that had happened, 
they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely 

he was the Son of God!” 



MARK 15:39

 

39 And when the centurion, who stood 
there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, 

he said, “Surely this man was the Son  
of God!” 



MATTHEW 27:45

 

 

45 From noon until three in the afternoon 
darkness came over all the land.



MATTHEW 27:51a

 

 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 



MATTHEW 27:51b-53

The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the 
tombs broke open. The bodies of many 

holy people who had died were raised to 
life. 53 They came out of the tombs after 

Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy 
city and appeared to many people.



MARK 17:34

 

34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”).



Jesus died having experienced 
forsakenness. 



MARK 15:37

 

 

37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.



Jesus died in complete agony.



 
RIGHTLY 

CHARACTERIZED JESUS 
AS A RIGHTEOUS MAN



LUKE 23:47

 

47 The centurion, seeing what had 
happened, praised God and said,  
“Surely this was a righteous man.” 



LUKE 22:66-71

 

66 At daybreak the council of the elders  
of the people, both the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law, met together,  
and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If  

you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.”  



LUKE 22:66-71

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will  
not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you 

would not answer. 69 But from now on, the 
Son of Man will be seated at the right hand 
of the mighty God.” 70 They all asked, “Are 

you then the Son of God?” 



LUKE 22:66-71

 
He replied, “You say that I am.” 71 Then  
they said, “Why do we need any more 
testimony? We have heard it from his  

own lips.”



LUKE 23:1-4

1 Then the whole assembly rose and led 
him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to 

accuse him, saying, “We have found this 
man subverting our nation. He opposes 

payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to 
be Messiah, a king.” 



LUKE 23:1-4

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus 
replied. 4 Then Pilate announced to the 

chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis 
for a charge against this man.”



What we learn is that the Jews had it 
wrong and the Romans had it right and 

yet both sides made bad decisions 
which led to the crucifixion of Jesus.



No one could save Jesus because 
it was ultimately the  

will of God that He should die.



Jesus did not say to His opponents 
that He was the Son of God. 

Instead He demonstrated that He 
was the Son of God.



What is interesting is that this 
centurion praised God at the 

moment of Jesus’ death.



It was the Gentiles who saw what 
so many Jews could not see.



Even in death, the most difficult 
and last moments of His life, Jesus’ 
righteousness shone forth for all, 

but especially the centurion to see.



 
RIGHTLY CONFIRMED 
THE DEATH OF JESUS 



MARK 15:42-45

42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day 
before the Sabbath). So as evening 

approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a 
prominent member of the Council, who was 

himself waiting for the kingdom of God, 
went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ 

body. 



MARK 15:42-45

 

44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was 
already dead. Summoning the centurion, 
he asked him if Jesus had already died.  

45 When he learned from the centurion that 
it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.



JOHN 19:25-27

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his 
mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When 

Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 

he said to her, 



JOHN 19:25-27

 

“Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to  
the disciple, “Here is your mother.”  
From that time on, this disciple took  

her into his home.



LUKE 23:49

 

49 But all those who knew him, including 
the women who had followed him from 
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching 

these things.



The centurion was the closest  
in proximity to Jesus at the 

moment of His death.



JOHN 19:33

 

33 But when they came to Jesus and found 
that he was already dead, they did not 

break his legs. 



The Swoon Theory suggested 
that Jesus did not die, but simply 

fell unconscious. 



MARK 15:45

 
 

“it was so”



Without the Centurion, we are left with 
Jewish theories and conspiracies from the 

priests  
and Pharisees.



The Romans definitively declared 
that Jesus was dead.



It was not the Jews who  
crucified Jesus. It was not the Romans who crucified Jesus.  

It was my sin and your sin that  
crucified Christ. 




