


DO I REALLY 
NEED TO GO 
TO CHURCH?



24 And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 

deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.

HEBREWS 10:24-25



How many churches are listed in 
the New Testament? 



The answer is at least 36 
New Testament churches: 

Pisidian Antioch, Syrian Antioch, 
Athens, Bithynia, Babylon, Caesarea, 

Cappadocia, Cenchrea, Colossae, 
Corinth, Crete, Cyrene, Damascus, 

Derbe, Ephesus, Hierapolis, Iconium, 



Jerusalem, Joppa, Laodicea, Lydda, 
Lystra, Pergamum, Philadelphia, Philippi, 

Pontus, Puteoli, Rome, Sardis, Sharon, 
Smyrna, Tarsus, Thessalonica, Thyatira 

& Troas.



WE WORK OUT 
PROBLEMS IN 
THE CHURCH



A) PLURALITY 
OF LEADERSHIP



10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you agree with one another in what 
you say and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly 

united in mind and thought. 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-13



11 My brothers and sisters, some from 
Chloe’s household have informed me that 
there are quarrels among you. 12 What I 
mean is this: One of you says, “I follow 

Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; 
another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, 

“I follow Christ.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-13



13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified 
for you? Were you baptized in the name 

of Paul?

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-13



We all have preferences, but 
when our preferences lead us to 
comparison, what is at stake is 

the unity of the church.



When your preferences are not 
affirmed or selected, you either 

create discord or disengage 
from the church.



Neutrality is divisive in its 
own way.



B) SOCIAL 
FACTIONS



17 In the following directives I have 
no praise for you, for your meetings 
do more harm than good. 18 In the 
first place, I hear that when you 

come together as a church, there are 
divisions among you, and to some 

extent I believe it. 

1 CORINTHIANS 11:17-18



We do not attend church to be 
a part of a clique. We come 
to church to fellowship with 

everyone in our spiritual family.



C) CHAOTIC 
SPIRITUALITY



23 So if the whole church comes together 
and everyone speaks in tongues, and 
inquirers or unbelievers come in, will 
they not say that you are out of your 

mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or an 
inquirer comes in while everyone is 

prophesying, 

1 CORINTHIANS 14:23-25



they are convicted of sin and are brought 
under judgment by all, 25 as the secrets 

of their hearts are laid bare. So they will 
fall down and worship God, exclaiming, 

“God is really among you!”

1 CORINTHIANS 14:23-25



The malpractice of spiritual 
gifts can scare a person from 

attending church.



WE RECEIVE 
CORRECTION 
FROM THE 
CHURCH



A) JUDGEMENT 
INSIDE THE 

CHURCH



We need the church to keep us 
accountable for your lifestyle.



12 What business is it of mine to judge 
those outside the church? Are you not 
to judge those inside? 13 God will judge 

those outside. “Expel the wicked person 
from among you. 

1 CORINTHIANS 5:12-13



People who really care about 
you need to be able to warn 
you if they see you drifting. 

In other words, there is safety 
and protection in the body 

of Christ.



15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and 
point out their fault, just between the 
two of you. If they listen to you, you 

have won them over. 16 But if they will 
not listen, take one or two others along, 

MATTHEW 18:15-17



so that ‘every matter may be established 
by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, 
tell it to the church; and if they refuse to 
listen even to the church, treat them as 

you would a pagan or a tax collector.

MATTHEW 18:15-17



19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you 
should wander from the truth and 

someone should bring that person back, 
20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner 

from the error of their way will save 
them from death and cover over a 

multitude of sins.

JAMES 5:19-20



B) RULES INSIDE 
THE CHURCH



We need the church to also 
keep us accountable to the rule 
of faith. The rule of faith is the 
sum of the apostolic teachings 
found in the New Testament 

without contradiction.



17 Nevertheless, each person should live 
as a believer in whatever situation the 
Lord has assigned to them, just as God 
has called them. This is the rule I lay 

down in all the churches.

1 CORINTHIANS 7:17



15 Neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything; what 
counts is the new creation. 16 Peace 

and mercy to all who follow this rule.

GALATIANS 6:15-16



14 Take special note of anyone who does 
not obey our instruction in this letter. 
Do not associate with them, in order 

that they may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do 
not regard them as an enemy, but warn 

them as you would a fellow believer.

2 THESSALONIANS 3:14-15



WE EXPERIENCE 
EDIFICATION IN 
THE CHURCH



A) EXCEL IN 
EDIFICATION



Since you are eager for gifts of the 
Spirit, try to excel in those that build 

up the church.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:12



Spiritual gifts are not about 
edifying YOU, but about 

edifying US.



You cannot excel in something 
you do not practice.



B) COME TO  
EDIFY



26 What then shall we say, brothers 
and sisters? When you come together, 
each of you has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. Everything must be done 

so that the church may be built up.

1 CORINTHIANS 14:26



We must come to the service 
knowing our spiritual gifts and 
ready to use our spiritual gifts. 
We must come to the service 
expecting the planned and 
ready for the spontaneous. 




