


THE LORD MOVED 
THE HEART



Likewise, all the leaders of the priests 
and the people became more and more 
unfaithful. They followed all the pagan 
practices of the surrounding nations, 

desecrating the Temple of the LORD that 
had been consecrated in Jerusalem. 

15 The LORD, the God of their ancestors,

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)



repeatedly sent his prophets to warn 
them, for he had compassion on his 

people and his Temple. 16 But the people 
mocked these messengers of God and 
despised their words. They scoffed at 

the prophets until the LORD’s anger could 
no longer be restrained 

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)



and nothing could be done. 17 So the LORD 
brought the king of Babylon against 

them. The Babylonians[a] killed Judah’s 
young men, even chasing after them into 

the Temple. They had no pity on the 
people, killing both young men and young 

women, the old and the infirm. 

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chronicles%2036%3A14-21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-11987a


God handed all of them over to 
Nebuchadnezzar. 18 The king took home 

to Babylon all the articles, large and 
small, used in the Temple of God, and 

the treasures from both the LORD’s 
Temple and from the palace of the king 

and his officials. 

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)



19 Then his army burned the Temple of 
God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, 
burned all the palaces, and completely 

destroyed everything of value. 20 The few 
who survived were taken as exiles to 

Babylon, and they became servants to 
the king and his sons 

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)



until the kingdom of Persia came to 
power. 21 So the message of the LORD 

spoken through Jeremiah was fulfilled. 
The land finally enjoyed its Sabbath 
rest, lying desolate until the seventy 

years were fulfilled, just as the prophet 
had said.

2 CHRONICLES 36:14-21 (NLT)



1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
in order to fulfill the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the 
heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a 
proclamation throughout his realm and 
also to put it in writing: 2 “This is what 

Cyrus king of Persia says:

EZRA 1:1-11



“‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth and he 
has appointed me to build a temple for 
him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his 

people among you may go up to 
Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple 

of the LORD, the God of Israel, 

EZRA 1:1-11



the God who is in Jerusalem, and may 
their God be with them. 4 And in any 
locality where survivors may now be 

living, the people are to provide them 
with silver and gold, with goods and 

livestock, and with freewill offerings for 
the temple of God in Jerusalem.’”

EZRA 1:1-11



5 Then the family heads of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests and 

Levites—everyone whose heart God had 
moved—prepared to go up and build the 
house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 6 All their 
neighbors assisted them with articles of 

silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 

EZRA 1:1-11



and with valuable gifts, in addition to 
all the freewill offerings. 7 Moreover, 
King Cyrus brought out the articles 

belonging to the temple of the LORD, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 

from Jerusalem and had placed in the 
temple of his god.

EZRA 1:1-11



8 Cyrus king of Persia had them brought 
by Mithredath the treasurer, who 

counted them out to Sheshbazzar the 
prince of Judah. 

EZRA 1:1-11



9 This was the inventory:
gold dishes (30); silver dishes (1000); 

silver pans (29); gold bowls (30); 
matching silver bowls (410); other 

articles (1000). 

EZRA 1:1-11



11 In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold 
and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all 
these along with the exiles when they 
came up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

EZRA 1:1-11



GOD’S WORD IS 
FULFILLED



In order to fulfill the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah. 

EZRA 1:1a



“When seventy years are completed for 
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my 

good promise to bring you back to this 
place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future.

JEREMIAH 29:10-11



8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 9 He 

will not always accuse, nor will he harbor 
his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us 
as our sins deserve  or repay us according 

to our iniquities. 

PSALM 103:8-12



11 For as high as the heavens are above 
the earth, so great is his love for those 

who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from 
the west, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us.

PSALM 103:8-12



17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart you, God, 

will not despise.

PSALM 51:17



GOD’S 
PROVIDENCE 
IS REVEALED



The LORD moved the heart of Cyrus 
king of Persia to make a proclamation 
throughout his realm and also to put 

it in writing.

EZRA 1:1b



Providence means that God 
has an ongoing relationship 

with His creation and directs 
His creatures and the whole 
universe ultimately to fulfill 

His purposes.



2 “Who has stirred up one from the 
east, calling him in righteousness 

to his service?”

ISAIAH 41:2



25 “I have stirred up one from the north.”

ISAIAH 41:2



“Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will 
accomplish all that I please.”

ISAIAH 44:28



1 “This is what the LORD says to his 
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
take hold of to subdue nations before 

him and to strip kings of their armour.”

ISAIAH 45:1



13 “I will raise up Cyrus in my 
righteousness: I will make all his ways 

straight. He will rebuild my city and set 
my exiles free.”

ISAIAH 45:1



Cyrus Cylinder
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How often do we fail to trust God in 
light of our circumstances? How many 
times do we worry unnecessarily about 
what the future holds? How many times 

do we try to help God out by putting 
matters into our own hands because we 
don’t see things changing fast enough?



25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or 

drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes? 26 Look at the 

birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or store away in barns, 

MATTHEW 6:25-32



and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than 

they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why 
do you worry about clothes? See how the 

flowers of the field grow. 

MATTHEW 6:25-32



They do not labour or spin. 29 Yet I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 

If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of little faith? 

MATTHEW 6:25-32



31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 

shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them.

MATTHEW 6:25-32



GOD’S FAVOUR 
IS SHOWN



4 “And in any locality where survivors 
may now be living, the people are to 

provide them with silver and gold, with 
goods and livestock, and with freewill 

offerings for the temple of God in 
Jerusalem.’”

EZRA 1:4



6 All their neighbours assisted them with 
articles of silver and gold, with goods and 

livestock, and with valuable gifts, 
in addition to all the freewill offerings.

EZRA 1:6



27 “But will God really dwell on earth? 
The heavens, even the highest heaven, 
cannot contain you. How much less this 

temple I have built!

1 KINGS 8:27



21 In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy 

temple in the Lord.

EPHESIANS 2:21



5 You also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… 
that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.

1 PETER 2:5 & 2:9



33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do 

not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. 

MATTHEW 6:33-34




