


THE EYE OF THEIR 
GOD



23 As soon as the copy of the letter of 
King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum  

and Shimshai the secretary and their 
associates, they went immediately to  
the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled 

them by force to stop. 

EZRA 4:23-5:5



24 Thus the work on the house of God  
in Jerusalem came to a standstill until 
the second year of the reign of Darius 

king of Persia. 1 Now Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant 
of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah 

EZRA 4:23-5:5



and Jerusalem in the name of the God  
of Israel, who was over them. 2 Then 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua 
son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild  
the house of God in Jerusalem. And  

the prophets of God were with them, 
supporting them. 

EZRA 4:23-5:5



3 At that time Tattenai, governor of 
Trans-Euphrates and Shethar-Bozenai and 
their associates went to them and asked, 

“Who authorized you to rebuild this 
temple and to finish it?” 4 They also 

asked, “What are the names of those 
who are constructing this building?”

EZRA 4:23-5:5



5 But the eye of their God was watching 
over the elders of the Jews, and they 
were not stopped until a report could  

go to Darius and his written reply  
be received.

EZRA 4:23-5:5



THE OPPOSITION 
IN MINISTRY



23 As soon as the copy of the letter of 
King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum  

and Shimshai the secretary and their 
associates, they went immediately to  
the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled 

them by force to stop. 

EZRA 4:23-24



24 Thus the work on the house of God  
in Jerusalem came to a standstill until 
the second year of the reign of Darius 

king of Persia.

EZRA 4:23-24



7 And in the days of Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel  

and the rest of his associates wrote a 
letter to Artaxerxes. The letter was 
written in Aramaic script and in the 

Aramaic language. 

EZRA 4:7



8 Rehum the commanding officer and 
Shimshai the secretary wrote a letter 

against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king. 

EZRA 4:8



1 When the enemies of Judah and 
Benjamin heard that the exiles were 

building a temple for the LORD, the God 
of Israel, 2 they came to Zerubbabel and 

to the heads of the families and said, 
“Let us help you build because, like you,

EZRA 4:1-3



we seek your God and have been 
sacrificing to him since the time of 

Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought 
us here.” 3 But Zerubbabel, Joshua and 
the rest of the heads of the families of 

Israel answered, 

EZRA 4:1-3



“You have no part with us in building  
a temple to our God. We alone will  

build it for the LORD, the God of Israel,  
as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, 

commanded us.”

EZRA 4:1-3



A) PEOPLE 
DISCOURAGED



4 Then the peoples around them set out 
to discourage the people of Judah and 
make them afraid to go on building.

EZRA 4:4



B) LEADERS 
BRIBED



5 They bribed officials to work against 
them and frustrate their plans during  
the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia 
and down to the reign of Darius king  

of Persia.

EZRA 4:5



C) LETTER  
OF LIES



11 (This is a copy of the letter they sent 
him.) To King Artaxerxes, From your 

servants in Trans-Euphrates: 12 The king 
should know that the people who came 

up to us from you have gone to 
Jerusalem and are rebuilding that 

rebellious and wicked city. 

EZRA 4:11-16



They are restoring the walls and repairing 
the foundations.13 Furthermore, the king 
should know that if this city is built and 
its walls are restored, no more taxes, 

tribute or duty will be paid, and 
eventually the royal revenues will suffer. 

EZRA 4:11-16



14 Now since we are under obligation  
to the palace and it is not proper for  
us to see the king dishonored, we are 

sending this message to inform the king, 
15 so that a search may be made in the 
archives of your predecessors. In these 

records you will find that 

EZRA 4:11-16



this city is a rebellious city, troublesome 
to kings and provinces, a place with a 

long history of sedition. That is why this 
city was destroyed. 16 We inform the king 
that if this city is built and its walls are 
restored, you will be left with nothing in 

Trans-Euphrates.

EZRA 4:11-16



8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph 
meant nothing, came to power in Egypt.

EXODUS 1:8



D) STOPPED  
BY FORCE



23 As soon as the copy of the letter of  
King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum  

and Shimshai the secretary and their 
associates, they went immediately to  
the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled 

them by force to stop.

EZRA 4:23



E) CAME TO A 
STANDSTILL



24 Thus the work on the house of God  
in Jerusalem came to a standstill until 
the second year of the reign of Darius 

king of Persia.

EZRA 4:24



When opposition seemingly 
succeeds, our hope is prone  
to turn into hopelessness.



THE MOTIVATION 
IN MINISTRY



1 Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah 
the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, 

prophesied to the Jews in Judah and 
Jerusalem in the name of the God  

of Israel, who was over them. 

EZRA 5:1-2



2 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and 
Joshua son of Jozadak set to work to 

rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. 
And the prophets of God were with 

them, supporting them. 

EZRA 5:1-2



“Is there no prophet of the Lord here?”

1 KINGS 22:7 & 2 KINGS 3:11



4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ 
declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son 
of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all 

you people of the land,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ 

declares the LORD Almighty. 

HAGGAI 2:4



When you face physical or 
emotional “standstill”, you are 
to spiritually “be strong”. The 
strength must not be your own, 

but you must draw from the 
strength that God provides. 



1 Dear friends, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.

1 JOHN 4:1



“I wish that all the LORD’s people were 
prophets and that the LORD would put  

his Spirit on them!”

NUMBERS 11:29



THE REALITY OF 
MINISTRY



3 At that time Tattenai, governor of 
Trans-Euphrates and Shethar-Bozenai and 
their associates went to them and asked, 

“Who authorized you to rebuild this 
temple and to finish it?” 4 They also 

asked, “What are the names of those 
who are constructing this building?”

EZRA 5:3-5



5 But the eye of their God was watching 
over the elders of the Jews, and they 
were not stopped until a report could  

go to Darius and his written reply  
be received.

EZRA 5:3-5



The reality of ministry is that 
God’s watchful eye is upon you.



18 But the eyes of the LORD are on those 
who fear him, on those whose hope is in 

his unfailing love.

PSALM 33:18



15 The eyes of the LORD are on the 
righteous, and his ears are attentive  

to their cry. 

PSALM 34:15



3 The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, 
keeping watch on the wicked and  

the good.

PROVERBS 15:3



12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch over 
knowledge, but he frustrates the words 

of the unfaithful.

PROVERBS 22:12



God has a way of not only 
having His eye on us, but also 
seeing us through situations.



Our reality often becomes 
skewed because we have  

not factored God into  
our situation. 



If God is for us, who can be against us? 

ROMANS 8:31




