


THE GOD OF 
HEAVEN



11 This is a copy of the letter King 
Artaxerxes had given to Ezra the priest,  
a teacher of the Law, a man learned in 
matters concerning the commands and 

decrees of the LORD for Israel: 

EZRA 7:11-28



12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, 
To Ezra the priest, teacher of the Law  

of the God of heaven: Greetings.  
13 Now I decree that any of the Israelites 

in my kingdom, including priests and 
Levites, who volunteer to go to 
Jerusalem with you, may go. 

EZRA 7:11-28



14 You are sent by the king and his seven 
advisers to inquire about Judah and 

Jerusalem with regard to the Law of your 
God, which is in your hand. 15 Moreover, 
you are to take with you the silver and 
gold that the king and his advisers have 

freely given to the God of Israel, 

EZRA 7:11-28



whose dwelling is in Jerusalem,  
16 together with all the silver and gold 
you may obtain from the province of 

Babylon, as well as the freewill offerings 
of the people and priests for the temple 
of their God in Jerusalem. 17 With this 
money be sure to buy bulls, rams and 

EZRA 7:11-28



male lambs, together with their grain 
offerings and drink offerings, and 

sacrifice them on the altar of the temple 
of your God in Jerusalem. 18 You and your 
fellow Israelites may then do whatever 

seems best with the rest of the silver and 
gold, in accordance with the will 

EZRA 7:11-28



of your God. 19 Deliver to the God of 
Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to 
you for worship in the temple of your 

God. 20 And anything else needed for the 
temple of your God that you are 

responsible to supply, you may provide 
from the royal treasury.

EZRA 7:11-28



21 Now I, King Artaxerxes, decree that all 
the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates are to 
provide with diligence whatever Ezra the 
priest, the teacher of the Law of the God 

of heaven, may ask of you— 22 up to a 
hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors 

of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, 

EZRA 7:11-28



a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt 
without limit. 23 Whatever the God of 
heaven has prescribed, let it be done 

with diligence for the temple of the God 
of heaven. Why should his wrath fall on 
the realm of the king and of his sons?  
24 You are also to know that you have

EZRA 7:11-28



no authority to impose taxes, tribute  
or duty on any of the priests, Levites, 

musicians, gatekeepers, temple servants 
or other workers at this house of God.  

25 And you, Ezra, in accordance with the 
wisdom of your God, which you possess, 

appoint magistrates and judges

EZRA 7:11-28



to administer justice to all the people of 
Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws 
of your God. And you are to teach any 

who do not know them. 26 Whoever does 
not obey the law of your God and the law 

of the king must surely be punished by 
death, banishment, confiscation of 

EZRA 7:11-28



property, or imprisonment. 27 Praise be  
to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to 
bring honour to the house of the LORD  

in Jerusalem in this way 28 and who has 
extended his good favour to me before 

the king and his advisers and 

EZRA 7:11-28



all the king’s powerful officials. Because 
the hand of the LORD my God was on me,  

I took courage and gathered leaders  
from Israel to go up with me.

EZRA 7:11-28



“The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth and he 
has appointed me to build a temple for 

him at Jerusalem in Judah.” 

EZRA 1:2



 9 Whatever is needed…must be given 
them daily without fail, 10 so that they 

may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God 
of heaven and pray for the well-being of 

the king and his sons.

EZRA 6:9-10



12 “Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra  
the priest, teacher of the Law of the  

God of heaven.”

EZRA 7:12



THE GOD OF 
HEAVEN BRINGS 

FREEDOM



13 Now I decree that any of the Israelites 
in my kingdom, including priests and 

Levites, who volunteer to go to 
Jerusalem with you, may go. 

EZRA 7:13-14



 

14 You are sent by the king and his seven 
advisers to inquire about Judah and 

Jerusalem with regard to the Law of your 
God, which is in your hand. 

EZRA 7:13-14



It was God who put the people 
of Israel and Judah in captivity 

in the first place.



8 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: 
“Because you have not listened to my 
words, 9 I will summon all the peoples  

of the north and my servant 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” 

declares the LORD, 

JEREMIAH 25:8-11



“and I will bring them against this land 
and its inhabitants and  against all the 
surrounding nations.  I will completely 
destroy them and make them an object 
of horror and scorn, and an everlasting 

ruin. 10 I will banish from them the 
sounds of joy and gladness, 

JEREMIAH 25:8-11



the voices of bride and bridegroom,  
the sound of millstones and the light  

of the lamp. 11 This whole country will 
become a desolate wasteland, and these 

nations will serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years.

JEREMIAH 25:8-11



12 “But when the seventy years are 
fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon 

and his nation, the land of the 
Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the 
LORD, “and will make it desolate forever. 
13 I will bring on that land all the things  

I have spoken against it, 

JEREMIAH 25:12-14



all that are written in this book and 
prophesied by Jeremiah against all the 

nations. 14 They themselves will be 
enslaved by many nations and great 
kings; I will repay them according to 

their deeds and the work of their hands.”

JEREMIAH 25:12-14



The God who permitted the 
exile also promised the end of 
the exile in the same breath. 



Zerubbabel had returned  
to rebuild the temple and 

Nehemiah would later return  
to rebuild the city gates and 

walls, but Ezra returned to revive 
the theological vitality of God’s 

people.



[Ezra] was a teacher well versed in the 
Law of Moses, which the LORD, the God  

of Israel, had given.

EZRA 7:6



10 For Ezra had devoted himself to the 
study and observance of the Law of the 
LORD, and to teaching its decrees and 

laws in Israel. 

EZRA 7:10



45 I will walk about in freedom, for I have 
sought out your precepts.

PSALM 119:45



THE GOD OF 
HEAVEN PROVIDES 

FINANCES



15 Moreover, you are to take with you  
the silver and gold that the king and  
his advisers have freely given to the  
God of Israel, whose dwelling is in 

Jerusalem, 16 together with all the silver 
and gold you may obtain from the 

province of Babylon, 

EZRA 7:15-24



as well as the freewill offerings of the 
people and priests for the temple of 
their God in Jerusalem. 17 With this 

money be sure to buy bulls, rams and 
male lambs, together with their grain 

offerings and drink offerings, 

EZRA 7:15-24



and sacrifice them on the altar of the 
temple of your God in Jerusalem. 18 You 
and your fellow Israelites may then do 

whatever seems best with the rest of the 
silver and gold, in accordance with the 

will of your God. 

EZRA 7:15-24



19 Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the 
articles entrusted to you for worship in 
the temple of your God. 20 And anything 
else needed for the temple of your God 
that you are responsible to supply, you 
may provide from the royal treasury.

EZRA 7:15-24



21 Now I, King Artaxerxes, decree that all 
the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates are to 
provide with diligence whatever Ezra the 
priest, the teacher of the Law of the God 

of heaven, may ask of you— 22 up to a 
hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors 

of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, 

EZRA 7:15-24



a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt 
without limit. 23 Whatever the God of 
heaven has prescribed, let it be done 

with diligence for the temple of the God 
of heaven. Why should his wrath fall on 
the realm of the king and of his sons? 

EZRA 7:15-24



24 You are also to know that you have  
no authority to impose taxes, tribute  
or duty on any of the priests, Levites, 

musicians, gatekeepers, temple servants 
or other workers at this house of God. 

EZRA 7:15-24



35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed 
and asked the Egyptians for articles of 
silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The 
LORD had made the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward the people, and they 

gave them what they asked for; so they 
plundered the Egyptians.

EXODUS 12:35-36



Why should his wrath fall on the realm  
of the king and of his sons?

EZRA 7:23



History has a way of repeating 
itself so it is better to learn 

from history instead of 
repeating the same mistakes.



1 Clap your hands, all you nations; shout 
to God with cries of joy. 2 For the LORD 
Most High is awesome, the great King 

over all the earth. 3 He subdued nations 
under us, peoples under our feet

PSALM 47:1-3



6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing 
praises to our King, sing praises. 7 For 
God is the King of all the earth; sing  
to him a psalm of praise. 8 God reigns 
over the nations; God is seated on his 

holy throne. 

PSALM 47:6-9



9 The nobles of the nations assemble as 
the people of the God of Abraham, for 
the kings of the earth belong to God;  

he is greatly exalted.

PSALM 47:6-9



8 May he rule from sea to sea and from 
the River to the ends of the earth. 9 May 
the desert tribes bow before him and his 
enemies lick the dust. 10 May the kings of 

Tarshish and of distant shores bring 
tribute to him. 

PSALM 72:8-11



May the kings of Sheba and Seba present 
him gifts. 11 May all kings bow down to 

him and all nations serve him.

PSALM 72:8-11



1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything 
in it, the world, and all who live in it.

PSALM 24:1



THE GOD OF 
HEAVEN GRANTS 

FAVOUR



25 And you, Ezra, in accordance with the 
wisdom of your God, which you possess, 

appoint magistrates and judges to 
administer justice to all the people of 

Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws 
of your God. And you are to teach any 

who do not know them.

EZRA 7:25-28



26 Whoever does not obey the law of your 
God and the law of the king must surely 

be punished by death, banishment, 
confiscation of property, or imprisonment. 

27 Praise be to the LORD, the God of our 
ancestors, who has put it into the king’s 
heart to bring honour to the house of the 

EZRA 7:25-28



LORD in Jerusalem in this way 28 and who 
has extended his good favour to me 

before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the 

hand of the LORD my God was on me,  
I took courage and gathered leaders  

from Israel to go up with me. 

EZRA 7:25-28



King Artaxerxes permitted Ezra 
to establish a system of justice 

for the people of the Trans-
Euphrates.



King Artaxerxes permitted Ezra 
to make God’s laws the laws of 

the land! 



Our Canadian law is a much 
lower standard in comparison 

to God’s law.



1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but 
keep my commands in your heart, 2 for 
they will prolong your life many years 
and bring you peace and prosperity. 

PROVERBS 3:1-4



 

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave 
you; bind them around your neck, write 
them on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then 
you will win favour and a good name in 

the sight of God and man. 

PROVERBS 3:1-4



26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow 
in stature and in favour with the LORD 

and with people.

1 SAMUEL 2:26



52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man.

LUKE 2:52



Ezra was favoured because the 
Lord’s hand was upon him.  
Favour from God gives us 

courage of heart.



1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of 
Zion, we were like those who dreamed.  
2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 
our tongues with songs of joy. Then it 

was said among the nations, “The LORD 
has done great things for them.” 

PSALM 126:1-6



3 The LORD has done great things for us, 
and we are filled with joy. 4 Restore our 

fortunes, LORD, like streams in the Negev. 
5 Those who sow with tears will reap with 
songs of joy. 6 Those who go out weeping, 

carrying seed to sow, will return with 
songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them.

PSALM 126:1-6




