


WORKED WITH 
ALL THEIR HEART



6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it 
reached half its height, for the people 
worked with all their heart. 7 But when 

Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites and the people of Ashdod 
heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s 

walls had gone ahead 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



and that the gaps were being closed, 
they were very angry. 8 They all plotted 

together to come and fight against 
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 
9 But we prayed to our God and posted a 
guard day and night to meet this threat.
10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



“The strength of the labourers is giving 
out, and there is so much rubble that 

we cannot rebuild the wall.” 11 Also our 
enemies said, “Before they know it or 
see us, we will be right there among 

them and will kill them and put an end to 
the work.” 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



12 Then the Jews who lived near them 
came and told us ten times over, 

“Wherever you turn, they will attack us.” 
13 Therefore I stationed some of the 

people behind the lowest points of the 
wall at the exposed places, posting them 

by families, with their swords, 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



spears and bows. 14 After I looked things 
over, I stood up and said to the nobles, 
the officials and the rest of the people, 

“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the 
Lord, who is great and awesome, and 
fight for your families, your sons and 

your daughters, your wives 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



and your homes.” 15 When our enemies 
heard that we were aware of their plot 
and that God had frustrated it, we all 
returned to the wall, each to our own 
work. 16 From that day on, half of my 

men did the work, while the other half 
were equipped with spears, shields, 

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



bows and armour. The officers posted 
themselves behind all the people of 
Judah 17 who were building the wall. 
Those who carried materials did their 

work with one hand and held a weapon 
in the other, 18 and each of the builders 
wore his sword at his side as he worked.

NEHEMIAH 4:6-18



6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it 
reached half its height, for the people 

worked with all their heart.

NEHEMIAH 4:6



Our spirituality intersects our 
work ethic with one question: 
“Did you, do you or will you 
work with all your heart?” 



23 Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, not 

for human masters 24 …It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.

COLOSSIANS 3:23-24



What would happen if we 
saw our work as worship, 

as something through which 
we give glory to God? 



THE SPIRITUAL 
SOLUTION



7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, 
the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod 

heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s 
walls had gone ahead and that the gaps 

were being closed, they were very angry. 

NEHEMIAH 4:7-9



8 They all plotted together to come and 
fight against Jerusalem and stir up 

trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our 
God and posted a guard day and night to 

meet this threat.

NEHEMIAH 4:7-9



A) THE VOICE 
OF TIRED 

LABOURERS



10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, 
“The strength of the labourers is giving 
out, and there is so much rubble that 

we cannot rebuild the wall.”

NEHEMIAH 4:10



B) THE VOICE 
OF THREATENING 

ENEMIES



11 Also our enemies said, “Before they 
know it or see us, we will be right there 
among them and will kill them and put 

an end to the work.” 

NEHEMIAH 4:11



C) THE VOICE 
OF STRESSED 
NEIGHBOURS



12 Then the Jews who lived near them 
came and told us ten times over, 

“Wherever you turn, they will attack us.”

NEHEMIAH 4:12



The first thing was that 
“He prayed to God.” 

The second thing was that 
“He posted a guard.”



How often do you pray first 
instead of second or even last? 
We need to have our priorities 

in order.



17 “Son of man, I have made you a 
watchman for the people of Israel; so 
hear the word I speak and give them 

warning from me.”

EZEKIEL 3:17



2 Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.

COLOSSIANS 4:2



THE PRACTICAL 
SOLUTION



13 Therefore I stationed some of the 
people behind the lowest points of the 

wall at the exposed places, posting 
them by families, with their swords, 

spears spears and bows. 14 After I looked 
things over, 

NEHEMIAH 4:13-15



I stood up and said to the nobles, the 
officials and the rest of the people, 

“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the 
Lord, who is great and awesome, and 
fight for your families, your sons and 

NEHEMIAH 4:13-15



your daughters, your wives and your 
homes.” 15 When our enemies heard that 
we were aware of their plot and that God 
had frustrated it, we all returned to the 

wall, each to our own work. 

NEHEMIAH 4:13-15



The first charge was to 
“remember God”.



1 Great is the LORD, and most worthy of 
praise, in the city of our God, his holy 

mountain.  2 Beautiful in its loftiness, the 
joy of the whole earth, like the heights 
of Zaphon is Mount Zion, the city of the 
Great King. 3 God is in her citadels; he 
has shown himself to be her fortress.

PSALM 48:1-3



3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of 
praise; his greatness no one can fathom.

PSALM 145:3



3 Say to God, “How awesome are your 
deeds! So great is your power that your 

enemies cringe before you.

PSALM 66:3



6 For who in the skies above can compare 
with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among 
the heavenly beings? 7 In the council of 

the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is 
more awesome than all who surround 

him. 8 Who is like you, LORD God Almighty?

PSALM 89:6-8



The second charge was to 
“fight for your families”.



10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; 
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

PSALM 33:10



10 Devise your strategy, but it will be 
thwarted; propose your plan, but it 
will not stand, for God is with us.

ISAIAH 8:10



THE WISE 
SOLUTION



16 From that day on, half of my men did 
the work, while the other half were 

equipped with spears, shields, bows and 
armour. The officers posted themselves 
behind all the people of Judah 17 who 

were building the wall. 

NEHEMIAH 4:16-18



Those who carried materials did their 
work with one hand and held a weapon 
in the other, 18 and each of the builders 
wore his sword at his side as he worked.

NEHEMIAH 4:16-18



 Nehemiah led with the classic 
divide-and-conquer strategy: 

You take the main problem and 
divide it into two sub-problems. 
You answer the simple problems 
and then combine the results.



Wisdom is knowledge of 
God applied.



10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy 

One is understanding.

PROVERBS 9:10



Wisdom is also knowledge 
applied. Knowledge applied 

turns into leadership.



23 Neither I nor my brothers nor my men 
nor the guards with me took off our 
clothes; each had his weapon, even 

when he went for water.

NEHEMIAH 4:23



18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind 
that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged 

to the world, it would love you as its 
own. As it is, you do not belong to the 

world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. 

JOHN 15:18-20



That is why the world hates you. 
20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also.

JOHN 15:18-20



10 You, however, know all about my 
teaching, my way of life, my purpose, 

faith, patience, love, endurance, 
11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds 
of things happened to me in Antioch, 

Iconium and Lystra, 

2 TIMOTHY 2:10-12



the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord 
rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, 
everyone who wants to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

2 TIMOTHY 2:10-12




