


YOU HAVE 
REMAINED 
RIGHTEOUS



1 On the twenty-fourth day of the same 
month, the Israelites gathered together, 
fasting and wearing sackcloth and putting 
dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite 
descent had separated themselves from 

all foreigners. 

NEHEMIAH 9:1-3



They stood in their places and confessed 
their sins and the sins of their ancestors. 
3 They stood where they were and read 
from the Book of the Law of the LORD 

their God for a quarter of the day, and 
spent another quarter in confession and 

in worshiping the LORD their God.

NEHEMIAH 9:1-3



32 “Now therefore, our God, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who keeps 
his covenant of love, do not let all this 
hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the 
hardship that has come on us, on our 

kings and leaders, on our priests 

NEHEMIAH 9:32-37



and prophets, on our ancestors and all 
your people, from the days of the kings 
of Assyria until today. 33 In all that has 
happened to us, you have remained 
righteous; you have acted faithfully, 

while we acted wickedly. 

NEHEMIAH 9:32-37



34 Our kings, our leaders, our priests and 
our ancestors did not follow your law; 

they did not pay attention to your 
commands or the statutes you warned 
them to keep. 35 Even while they were 
in their kingdom, enjoying your great 

NEHEMIAH 9:32-37



goodness to them in the spacious and 
fertile land you gave them, they did not 
serve you or turn from their evil ways. 
36 “But see, we are slaves today, slaves 
in the land you gave our ancestors so 
they could eat its fruit and the other 

good things it produces. 

NEHEMIAH 9:32-37



37 Because of our sins, its abundant 
harvest goes to the kings you have 
placed over us. They rule over our 

bodies and our cattle as they please. 
We are in great distress.

NEHEMIAH 9:32-37



UNDERSTANDING 
GOD THROUGH 

COVENANT



32 “Now therefore, our God, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who keeps 
his covenant of love, do not let all this 
hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the 
hardship that has come on us, on our 

kings and leaders, on our priests 

NEHEMIAH 9:32-33a



and prophets, on our ancestors and all 
your people, from the days of the kings 
of Assyria until today. 33 In all that has 
happened to us, you have remained 
righteous; you have acted faithfully.

NEHEMIAH 9:32-33a



The biggest mistake we could 
ever make is to blame God for 

all of our mistakes.



Who God is does not change 
even though we change. Who 
God is does not change based 
on our circumstances. There is 
a constancy in God’s character.



There are five major covenants in 
the Bible:     

The Noahic Covenant (vs. 6)
The Abrahamic Covenant (vs. 7-8)

The Mosaic Covenant (vs. 9-25)
The Davidic Covenant (vs. 26-36)

The New Covenant 



19 “Because of your great compassion you 
did not abandon them in the wilderness.”

NEHEMIAH 9:19



“From heaven you heard them, and in 
your great compassion you gave them 

deliverers.”

NEHEMIAH 9:27



“In your compassion you delivered them 
time after time.”

NEHEMIAH 9:28



30 “For many years you were patient 
with them.”

NEHEMIAH 9:30



“You have remained righteous; you have 
acted faithfully.”

NEHEMIAH 9:33



UNDERSTANDING 
OURSELVES 
THROUGH 
HISTORY



We acted wickedly. 34 Our kings, our 
leaders, our priests and our ancestors did 

not follow your law; they did not pay 
attention to your commands or the 
statutes you warned them to keep. 

NEHEMIAH 9:33b-35



35 Even while they were in their kingdom, 
enjoying your great  goodness to them in 

the spacious and fertile land you gave 
them, they did not serve you or turn 

from their evil ways. 

NEHEMIAH 9:33b-35



God can use hindsight to 
give us foresight.



A) KINGS & 
LEADERS



16 “But they, our ancestors, became 
arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did 

not obey your commands. 17 They refused 
to listen and failed to remember the 
miracles you performed among them. 

NEHEMIAH 9:16-17



They became stiff-necked and in their 
rebellion appointed a leader in order to 

return to their slavery.

NEHEMIAH 9:16-17



B) PRIESTS & 
PROPHETS



, 32 And what more shall I say? I do not 
have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 
Samson and Jephthah, about David and 
Samuel and the prophets… 37 They were 

put to death by stoning; they were sawed 
in two; they were killed by the sword.

HEBREWS 11:32; 37



26 “But they were disobedient and 
rebelled against you; they turned their 

backs on your law. They killed your 
prophets, who had warned them in order 

to turn them back to you; they 
committed awful blasphemies.

NEHEMIAH 9:26-27



27 So you delivered them into the hands 
of their enemies, who oppressed them.”

NEHEMIAH 9:26-27



28 “But as soon as they were at rest, 
they again did what was evil in your 

sight. Then you abandoned them to the 
hand of their enemies so that they ruled 

over them.”

NEHEMIAH 9:28



29 “You warned them in order to turn 
them back to your law, but they became 
arrogant and disobeyed your commands. 
They sinned against your ordinances, of 
which you said, ‘The person who obeys 

them will live by them.’ 

NEHEMIAH 9:29-30



Stubbornly they turned their backs on 
you, became stiff-necked and refused to 

listen. 30 For many years you were 
patient with them. By your Spirit you 

warned them through your prophets. Yet 
they paid no attention, so you gave them 

into the hands of the neighbouring 
peoples.”

NEHEMIAH 9:29-30



What is your history? What is 
your ancestry? If we all  

“rewind the tape”, I think you 
and I will be reminded of our 

sinful heritage.



Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners—of whom I am the worst. 

1 TIMOTHY 1:15



24 What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body that is 

subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, 
who delivers me through Jesus Christ 

our Lord!

ROMANS 7:24-25



UNDERSTANDING 
OUR TRUE NEED



36 “But see, we are slaves today, slaves 
in the land you gave our ancestors so 
they could eat its fruit and the other 

good things it produces. 

NEHEMIAH 9:36-37



37 Because of our sins, its abundant 
harvest goes to the kings you have 
placed over us. They rule over our 

bodies and our cattle as they please. 
We are in great distress.

NEHEMIAH 9:36-37



A) SLAVES



Sin enslaves us so that we 
cannot enjoy what God has 

intended for us.



16 Don’t you know that when you offer 
yourselves to someone as obedient 

slaves, you are slaves of the one you 
obey—whether you are slaves to sin, 

which leads to death, or to obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 

ROMANS 6:16-18



17 But thanks be to God that, though you 
used to be slaves to sin, you have come 
to obey from your heart the pattern of 

teaching that has now claimed your 
allegiance. 18 You have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves to 

righteousness.

ROMANS 6:16-18



B) DISTRESS





“The critical issue on the 
journey with God is not “Am I 

happy?” but “Am I free?”

– Pete Scazzero – 



11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died 
with him, we will also live with him; 12 if 
we endure, we will also reign with him. If 
we disown him, he will also disown us; 13 

if we are faithless,  he remains faithful, 
for he cannot disown himself.

2 TIMOTHY 2:11-13



Thank God that His faithfulness 
does not depends on us.



Let us be faithful, faithful to 
the end. Let us be righteous, 

righteous to the end.




