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1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-10

4 For we know, brothers and sisters 
loved by God, that he has chosen 

you, 5 because our gospel came to 
you not simply with words but also 
with power, with the Holy Spirit and 
deep conviction. You know how we 

lived among you for your sake. 



1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-10

6 You became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, for you welcomed the 
message in the midst of severe 

suffering with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a 

model to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia. 



1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-10

8 The Lord’s message rang out from 
you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia—your faith in God has 
become known everywhere. 

Therefore we do not need to say 
anything about it, 9 for they 

themselves report what 



1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-10

kind of reception you gave us. They 
tell how you turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true 

God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 

the coming wrath.



PROVERBS 22:1

1 A good name is more desirable 
than great riches; to be esteemed 

is better than silver or gold.



YOU BECAME 
IMITATORS



1 THESSALONIANS 1:6

6 You became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, for you welcomed the 
message in the midst of severe 

suffering with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit. 



ACTS 17:6-7

“These men who have caused 
trouble all over the world have 

now come here, 7 and Jason has 
welcomed them into his house. 

They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, 
saying that there is another king, 

one called Jesus.”



ACTS 17:13

13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica 
learned that Paul was preaching the 
word of God at Berea, some of them 
went there too, agitating the crowds 

and stirring them up.



The Apostle Paul was worthy of 
imitation because he was not 
like other Jewish teachers or 
Greek philosophers whose 

message was only heard. His 
message was experienced! 



Whom have you been 
imitating?



1 CORINTHIANS 2:3-5

3 I came to you in weakness with 
great fear and trembling. 4 My 

message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, 
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but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith 

might not rest on human wisdom, 
but on God’s power.



YOU BECAME 
A MODEL



1 THESSALONIANS 1:7

7 And so you became a model to 
all the believers in Macedonia 

and Achaia. 



We cannot stay as imitators, 
we must become worthy 

of imitation.



Model for other churches



WPA is called to be a model 
church for others churches 

in Ontario.



ACTS 20:4

4 Several men were traveling with 
him. They were Sopater son of 

Pyrrhus from Berea; Aristarchus and 
Secundus from Thessalonica; Gaius 
from Derbe; Timothy; and Tychicus 
and Trophimus from the province 

of Asia.



The Apostle Paul was first and 
foremost talking about 

provincial influence.



 The Apostle Paul was 
also talking about 

inter-provincial influence.



God does not necessarily want 
more churches, God simply 

wants healthy churches.



What are you modelling? 
People are watching you 

carefully in order to know if 
you are who you say you are 
and if you do what you say 

you will do.



YOU BECAME 
KNOWN 

EVERYWHERE



1 THESSALONIANS 1:8

8 The Lord’s message rang out from 
you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia—your faith in God has 
become known everywhere. 



We make God, not our church, 
famous throughout the earth. 



The Thessalonian believers had 
turned to God from idols.



The Thessalonian believers 
had faith in the second coming 

of Jesus.



To remove the urgency from 
the second coming of Jesus 

is to remove the gospel’s 
future-orientation.



The world should know that 
Christians anticipate the soon 

arrival of Jesus



What is known about you 
everywhere? 



Our God has saved us from 
sin and our God will save 

us from the coming wrath.




