


MINISTRY IN 
THESSALONICA



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

1 You know, brothers and sisters, that 
our visit to you was not without 

results. 2 We had previously suffered 
and been treated outrageously in 
Philippi, as you know, but with the 

help of our God we dared to tell you 
his gospel



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

in the face of strong opposition. 
3 For the appeal we make does not 

spring from error or impure motives, 
nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On 

the contrary, we speak as those 
approved by God to be entrusted 

with the gospel. 



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

We are not trying to please people 
but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You 
know we never used flattery, nor did 

we put on a mask to cover up 
greed—God is our witness. 6 We were 

not looking for praise from people, 
not from you or anyone else, 



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

even though as apostles of Christ we 
could have asserted our authority. 

7 Instead, we were like young children 

among you. Just as a nursing mother 
cares for her children, 8 so we cared 

for you. 



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

Because we loved you so much, we 
were delighted to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but our lives 

as well. 9 Surely you remember, 
brothers and sisters, our toil and 

hardship; we worked night and day 



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

in order not to be a burden to anyone 
while we preached the gospel of God 
to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is 

God, of how holy, righteous and 
blameless we were among you who 

believed. 



1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12

 11 For you know that we dealt with 
each of you as a father deals with his 

own children, 12 encouraging, 
comforting and urging you to live 
lives worthy of God, who calls you 

into his kingdom and glory.



ACTS 19:3-5

3 As he neared Damascus on his 
journey, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice say 

to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 



ACTS 19:3-5

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting,” he replied. 



ACTS 13:2

2 While they were worshiping the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul   

for the work to which I have called 
them.” 3 So after they had fasted    

and prayed, they placed their hands 
on them and sent them off.



GALATIANS 2:9

9 James, Cephas and John, those 
esteemed as pillars, gave me and 

Barnabas the right hand of   
fellowship when they recognized the 
grace given to me. They agreed that 

we should go to the Gentiles, and 
they to the circumcised.



MATTHEW 12:48-50

48 He replied to him, “Who is my 
mother, and who are my brothers?” 
49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, 

“Here are my mother and my 
brothers. 50 For whoever does the will 
of my Father in heaven is my brother 

and sister and mother.”



We evangelize to enlarge our 
spiritual family.



LIKE YOUNG 
CHILDREN



1 THESSALONIANS 2:6-7a

6 We were not looking for praise from 
people, not from you or anyone else, 
even though as apostles of Christ we 
could have asserted our authority. 7 

Instead, we were like young children 

among you.



The Apostle Paul used the 
simile of young children 

to communicate that he had 
appealed with innocence.



MATTHEW 18:4-5

4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 
position of this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And 
whoever welcomes one such child 

in my name welcomes me.



Did not spring from error (vs. 3)
Did not spring from impure motive (vs. 3)
Was not trickery (vs. 3)
Did not try to please people (vs. 4)
Never used flattery (vs. 5)
Was not a cover up for greed (vs. 5)
Did not look for praise (vs. 6)



It was God helped (vs. 2)
It was God approved & entrusted (vs. 4a)
It was God tested (vs. 4b)
It was God witnessed (vs. 5)



1 CORINTHIANS 2:1

1 And so it was with me, brothers and 
sisters. When I came to you, I did not 

come with eloquence or human 
wisdom as I proclaimed to you the 

testimony about God.



1 CORINTHIANS 2:3-5

3 I came to you in weakness with 
great fear and trembling. 4 My 

message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, 



1 CORINTHIANS 2:3-5

but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith 

might not rest on human wisdom, 
but on God’s power. 



You do not have to be 
super-spiritual in order 

to be effective in ministry.



AS A NURSING 
MOTHER



1 THESSALONIANS 2:7b-8

Just as a nursing mother cares for 
her children, 8 so we cared for you. 

Because we loved you so much, we 
were delighted to share with you 

not only the gospel of God but our 
lives as well.



The Apostle Paul used the 
simile of a nursing mother 

to communicate that he had 
appealed to them with love. 



This is also an affirmation of 
the need for spiritual mothers, 
older women in the faith who 

will take younger women under 
their wing.



1 CORINTHIANS 3:2

2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for 
you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 

you are still not ready.



The Apostle Paul did not 
just preach the gospel for 

the sake of numbers, but for 
relationships.



AS A 
NURTURING 

FATHER



1 THESSALONIANS 2:11-12

11 For you know that we dealt with 
each of you as a father deals with his 

own children, 12 encouraging, 
comforting and urging you to live 
lives worthy of God, who calls you 

into his kingdom and glory.



The Apostle Paul used 
the simile of a nurturing 

father to communicate that 
he had appealed to them 

with godly guidance.



1 CORINTHIANS 4:14-15

14 I am writing this not to shame 
you but to warn you as my dear 
children. 15 Even if you had ten 

thousand guardians in Christ, you 
do not have many fathers, for in 

Christ Jesus I became your father 
through the gospel.



This is also an affirmation of 
the need for spiritual fathers, 

older men in the faith who 
will take younger men under 

their wing.



PROVERBS 1:8

8 Listen, my son, to your father’s 
instruction and do not forsake 

your mother’s teaching.



PROVERBS 2:1-2

1 My son, if you accept my words 
and store up my commands within 

you, 2 turning your ear to wisdom 
and applying your heart to 

understanding.



PROVERBS 3:11-12

11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s 
discipline, and do not resent his 

rebuke, 12 because the LORD   
disciplines those he loves, as a 
father the son he delights in. 



PROVERBS 4:1

1 Listen, my sons, to a father’s 
instruction; pay attention and 

gain understanding.



PROVERBS 5:1-2

1 My son, pay attention to my 
wisdom, turn your ear to my words 
of insight, 2 that you may maintain 

discretion and your lips may preserve 
knowledge.



PROVERBS 6:20

20 My son, keep your father’s 
command and do not forsake 

your mother’s teaching. 



PROVERBS 7:24

24 Now then, my sons, listen to me; 
pay attention to what I say. 



EPHESIANS 6:4

4 Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up 
in the training and instruction of 

the Lord.



COLOSSIANS 3:21

21 Fathers, do not embitter your 
children, or they will become 

discouraged.



– Jim Cymbala –
Brooklyn Tabernacle 



SERMON RECAP

1) LIKE YOUNG CHILDREN
2) AS A NURSING MOTHER

3) AS A NURTURING FATHER 




