


THE DAY OF 
THE LORD



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

1 Now, brothers and sisters, about 
times and dates we do not need to 

write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 3 While 
people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

destruction will come on them 
suddenly, as labour pains on a 

pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. 4 But you, brothers 

and sisters, are not in darkness so 
that this day should surprise you 

like a thief. 



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

5 You are all children of the light 
and children of the day. We do 

not belong to the night or to the 
darkness. 6 So then, let us not be 

like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be awake and sober.



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, putting on faith 

and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of salvation as a helmet. 



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He 
died for us so that, whether we are 

awake or asleep, we may live 
together with him. 



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

11 Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up, just as in 

fact you are doing.





LIKE A THIEF 
IN THE NIGHT



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-2; 4

1 Now, brothers and sisters, about 
times and dates we do not need to 

write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 



1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-2; 4

4 But you, brothers and sisters, are 
not in darkness so that this day 
should surprise you like a thief. 



JOHN 10:10

“The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy.”



2 PETER 3:10

10 But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief.



REVELATION 16:15

15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed 
is the one who stays awake and 
remains clothed, so as not to go 

naked and be shamefully exposed.”



“The Day of the Lord” will 
be a day of salvation for all 
who believe and it will be a 
day of wrath for all who do 

not believe. 



LIKE A WOMAN 
IN LABOUR 

PAINS



1 THESSALONIANS 5:3

3 While people are saying, “Peace and 
safety,” destruction will come on 

them suddenly, as labour pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will 

not escape. 



GENESIS 3:16

16 To the woman he said, “I will make 
your pains in childbearing very 

severe; with painful labour you will 
give birth to children.



ROMANS 8:22

22 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning as 
in the pains of childbirth right 

up to the present time. 



If pain accompanied the entry 
of sin into our world, then pain 
will accompany the exit of sin 

from our world.



JOHN 16:21

21 A woman giving birth to a child 
has pain because her time has 

come; but when her baby is born 
she forgets the anguish because 
of her joy that a child is born into 

the world.



REVELATION 21:4

4 “He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more… 
pain for the old order of things has 

passed away.”



It is contrary to the Christian 
faith to doubt whether Jesus is 

coming again.



LIKE PEOPLE 
WHO DO NOT 

SLEEP



1 THESSALONIANS 5:5-8

5 You are all children of the light 
and children of the day. We do 

not belong to the night or to the 
darkness. 6 So then, let us not be 

like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be awake and sober.



1 THESSALONIANS 5:5-8

7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, get drunk 
at night. 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, putting on faith 

and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of salvation as a helmet. 



There was a temptation for 
the Thessalonian believers 

then and for us today to hear 
a warning, but not take it 

seriously.



A) KEEP 
WATCH



MATTHEW 24:42-44

42 “Therefore keep watch, because 
you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. 43 But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what time of night the 

thief was coming,



MATTHEW 24:42-44

he would have kept watch and would 
not have let his house be broken into. 
44 So you also must be ready, because 
the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you do not expect him. 



MATTHEW 26:40-41

40 Then he returned to his disciples 
and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t 

you men keep watch with me for one 
hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and 

pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but 

the flesh is weak.”



MARK 14:41

41 Returning the third time, he said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

resting? Enough! The hour has come. 



What they missed was what 
Jesus referred to as “the hour”. 



B) WAKE UP 



REVELATION 3:2-3

2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for I have found 

your deeds unfinished in the sight of 
my God. 3 Remember, therefore, 

what you have received and heard;



REVELATION 3:2-3

hold it fast, and repent. But if you do 
not wake up, I will come like a thief, 

and you will not know at what time I 
will come to you. 



God wants us to be ready in 
life and in death. 



EPHESIANS 5:14

14 This is why it is said: “Wake up, 
sleeper, rise from the dead, and 

Christ will shine on you.”





SERMON RECAP:

1) LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT
2) LIKE A WOMAN IN LABOUR PAINS

3) LIKE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT SLEEP
A) KEEP WATCH

B) WAKE UP




