


AVOID 
IDLENESS 



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we command you, brothers 

and sisters, to keep away from every 
believer who is idle and disruptive 
and does not live according to the 

teaching you received from us. 



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to follow our example. We 
were not idle when we were with 

you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food 
without paying for it. On the 

contrary, we worked night and day,



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

labouring and toiling so that we 
would not be a burden to any of you. 
9 We did this, not because we do not 

have the right to such help, but in 
order to offer ourselves as a model 

for you to imitate. 



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

10 For even when we were with you, 
we gave you this rule: “The one who 

is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 
11 We hear that some among you are 

idle and disruptive. They are not 
busy; they are busybodies. 



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

12 Such people we command and 
urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to 

settle down and earn the food they 
eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and 

sisters, never tire of doing what 
is good.



2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-15

14 Take special note of anyone who 
does not obey our instruction in 
this letter. Do not associate with 
them, in order that they may feel 

ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard them 
as an enemy, but warn them as you 

would a fellow believer.



The instruction he gives comes 
with the seal of the Lord’s 

name that demands obedience. 



They weren’t believers who just 
don’t work, they didn’t want to 

work. 



They became idle because 
of Paul’s teaching of Jesus’ imminent 
return. Because they believed he was 
coming back, they thought it would 
be better just to stop working and 

just wait.



They gained influence within 
the congregation through false 

teachings and began to leech 
on others.



It isn’t that some believers 
are unable to work but rather 
unwilling to work and avoid 

such a believer. 



WORK IS 
IMPORTANT



COLOSSIANS 3:23-24

23 Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the 

Lord, not for human masters, 24 since 
you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you 

are serving.



DOING THE RIGHT 
WORK IS MORE 

IMPORTANT



JAMES 4:13-15

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go to this or that 

city, spend a year there, carry on 
business and make money.” 14 Why, 

you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. 



JAMES 4:13-15

What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then 

vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, 
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and 

do this or that.”



EVERYTHING WE 
DO AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE



PROVERBS 10:1

A wise son brings joy to his father, 
but a foolish son brings grief to 

his mother.



PROVERBS 10:17

17 Whoever heeds discipline shows 
the way to life, but whoever ignores 

correction leads others astray.



As a church, we all may be 
diligently working physically 

and practically well, but 
spiritually we all may not be.



A GENEROUS CHURCH
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A MISSIONAL CHURCH



It is to reach the lost with the 
good news of Jesus Christ. This 
is a part of our spiritual work.



LUKE 15:10

10 “In the same way, I tell you, there 
is rejoicing in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”



DANIEL 12:3

Those who lead many to 
righteousness, will shine like 
the stars forever and ever.”



A PRAYING CHURCH



In Jesus Christ, God has 
appointed and anointed us as 
His priests, to intercede for 

God’s lost sheep.



JOHN 21:25

25 Jesus did many other things as 
well. If every one of them were 

written down, I suppose that even 
the whole world would not have 

room for the books that would be 
written.



Today, God has empowered us by the 
Holy Spirit to be the living books who 

continue to tell the great works of Jesus 
to the whole world–of what He did, what 

He is doing and what He will do!



1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20

19 Do you not know that your bodies 
are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is 
in you, whom you have received from 

God? You are not your own; 20 you 
were bought at a price. 



At any point, any time, any 
where, YOU can access the 

Spirit of God in seconds! The 
Spirit of God can access the 

LOST through you.



ACTS 13:22

‘I have found David son of Jesse, a 
man after my own heart; he will do 

everything I want him to do.’



In the kingdom of God, 
God will first test us to see 
how we are working and 

stewarding with earthly riches 
before He entrusts us with 

spiritual riches. 



Don’t be idle; be faithful. 



SERMON RECAP:

1) WORK IS IMPORTANT
2) DOING THE RIGHT WORK IS 

MORE IMPORTANT
3) EVERYTHING WE DO AFFECTS 

THE WHOLE




