


THE MORES OF 
CHRISTMAS



MARK 11:15-18

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered 
the temple courts and began driving 

out those who were buying and selling 
there. He overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the benches of 

those selling doves, 



MARK 11:15-18

16 and would not allow anyone to carry 
merchandise through the temple courts. 

17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it 
not written: ‘My house will be called a 

house of prayer for all nations’? But you 
have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”



MARK 11:15-18

18 The chief priests and the teachers of 
the law heard this and began looking 

for a way to kill him, for they feared him, 
because the whole crowd was amazed 

at his teaching.





1 CORINTHIANS 3:16

 16 Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 

dwells in your midst?”



1 CORINTHIANS 6:19

19 Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God?



JESUS CAME 
TO PRAY



MARK 11:15a

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered 
the temple courts.



HEBREWS 5:7

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, 
he offered up prayers and petitions with 
fervent cries and tears to the one who 

could save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission.



Instead of the accumulation of 
possessions, what if we were 

passionate about prayer?
Who are you praying for this 

Christmas? 



Just as Jesus entered the 
temple in that day to pray, 

Jesus wants to meet you in 
the temple of your heart 

through prayer. 



JESUS TURNED 
THE TABLES



MARK 11:15b-16

[Jesus] began driving out those who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned 
the tables of the money changers and 

the benches of those selling doves, 
16 and would not allow anyone to carry 

merchandise through the temple courts.



What was meant to be sacred 
had become secularized.



JOHN 2:15-17

15 So he made a whip out of cords, 
and drove all from the temple courts, 

both sheep and cattle; he scattered the 
coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables.



JOHN 2:15-17

16 To those who sold doves he said, 
“Get these out of here! Stop turning 
my Father’s house into a market!” 

17 His disciples remembered that it is 
written: “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.”



If each of us are a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, what should be the 

state of our inner and outer 
areas of our lives?



This Christmas, we need 
a turning of tables, we need 
to drive out the marketplace 

mentality.



We do not need a physical 
temple. We need to care for 

our spiritual temple.



JESUS TAUGHT 
THE PEOPLE



MARK 11:17

17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it 
not written: ‘My house will be called a 

house of prayer for all nations’? But you 
have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”



The Jews seemed to 
ignore scriptures about 

ethnic inclusion.



Jesus was not only the 
fulfillment of prophecy and 

the embodiment of the temple, 
but He reinterpreted who could 

worship at the temple.



The Jews seemed to 
ignore scriptures about 

social inclusion.



Christmas is not about what 
you can get, but about what 

you can give.



JAMES 1:27

27 Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress.



A) WE CAN BE ANTAGONISTIC 
TOWARDS JESUS



MARK 11:18a

18 The chief priests and the teachers of 
the law heard this and began looking 

for a way to kill him, for they feared him.



B) WE CAN STAND AMAZED 
BY JESUS



MARK 11:18b

Because the whole crowd was amazed 
at his teaching.



JOHN 2:25

25 He did not need any testimony about 
[humankind], for he knew what was 

in each person.



SERMON RECAP:
1) JESUS CAME TO PRAY

2) JESUS TURNED THE TABLES
3) JESUS TAUGHT THE PEOPLE




