


WONDERS



15 He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all creation. 

16 Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. 17 And these signs 

will accompany those who believe:

MARK 16:15-18



In my name they will drive out demons; 
they will speak in new tongues; 18 they 
will pick up snakes with their hands; 

and when they drink deadly poison, it 
will not hurt them at all; they will 

place their hands on sick people, and 
they will get well.”

MARK 16:15-18



HANDLING 
SNAKES



18 “They will pick up snakes with 
their hands…”

MARK 16:18



A) THE RETURN OF THE 
SEVENTY-TWO



“The seventy-two returned with joy and 
said, “Lord, even the demons submit to 

us in your name.” He replied, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I 
have given you authority to trample on 

snakes and scorpions 

LUKE 10:18-20



and to overcome all the power of 
the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
20 However, do not rejoice that the 

spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”

LUKE 10:17-20



The purpose of their mission 
and ministry was not about 

what they could do, but about 
what they had received.



“We should not test Christ, as some of 
them did—and were killed by snakes.”

1 CORINTHIANS 10:9



B) PAUL IN MALTA



3 “Paul gathered a pile of brushwood 
and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, 

driven out by the heat, fastened itself 
on his hand. 4 When the islanders saw 
the snake hanging from his hand, they 

said to each other, 

ACTS 28:3-5



“This man must be a murderer; for 
though he escaped from the sea, the 

goddess Justice has not allowed him to 
live.” 5 But Paul shook the snake off into 

the fire and suffered no ill effects.

ACTS 28:3-5



Jesus’ words in Mark 16:17–18 gave 
His apostles the assurance that, as 
they faithfully served God in the 
spreading of the gospel, He could 
protect them from anything that 

crossed their paths. 



DRINKING 
POISON



“and when they drink deadly poison, it 
will not hurt them at all”

MARK 16:18



A) LEARN THE CONTEXT



Mark is signalling to his readers 
that those who believe and 
follow Jesus and carry forth 
His message will know safety 
through the wondrous power 

of God. 



8 “The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,9 
“When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a 
miracle,’ then say to Aaron, ‘Take your 

staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ 
and it will become a snake.”

EXODUS 7:8-12



10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh 
and did just as the Lord commanded. 
Aaron threw his staff down in front of 

Pharaoh and his officials, and it became 
a snake. 11 Pharaoh then summoned wise 

men and sorcerers, 

EXODUS 7:8-12



and the Egyptian magicians also did the 
same things by their secret arts: 12 Each 
one threw down his staff and it became 
a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up 

their staffs.” 

EXODUS 7:8-12



B) UNDERSTAND THE CULTURAL 
& HISTORICAL SETTING



Go wide: 
Look at non-Biblical, historical 
accounts of Biblical characters 
to learn more about them and 

their accounts within scripture.



“Therefore, it is necessary to choose one 
of the men who have been with us the 
whole time the Lord Jesus was living 
among us, 22 beginning from John’s 
baptism to the time when Jesus was 

taken up from us. 

ACTS 1:21-26



For one of these must become a witness 
with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they 

nominated two men: Joseph called 
Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 

and Matthias.

ACTS 1:21-26



24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which of 
these two you have chosen 25 to take 

over this apostolic ministry, which Judas 
left to go where he belongs.” 

ACTS 1:21-26



26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell 
to Matthias; so he was added to the 

eleven apostles.”

ACTS 1:21-26



IDENTIFYING 
TODAY’S SIGNS 
AND WONDERS



The basic nature of a sign is 
that it points people to God. 
Wonders signify something 

unusual that causes the 
beholder to marvel. 



“Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 
Israel, who alone does wonders.”

PSALM 72:18 (CSB)



Wonder is God's supernatural 
activity, a special manifestation 
of His power that He desires to 

manifest through you. 




