


THE HEALING 
OF NAAMAN



2 KINGS 5:1-15

1 Now Naaman was commander of the 
army of the king of Aram. He was a great 
man in the sight of his master and highly 
regarded, because through him the LORD 

had given victory to Aram. He was a 
valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.



2 KINGS 5:1-15

2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had 
gone out and had taken captive a young 

girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s 
wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only 
my master would see the prophet who 

is in Samaria! He would cure him of 
his leprosy.”



2 KINGS 5:1-15

4 Naaman went to his master and told him 
what the girl from Israel had said. 5 “By all 
means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will 

send a letter to the king of Israel.” So 
Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of 

silver, six thousand shekels of gold and 
ten sets of clothing. 



2 KINGS 5:1-15

6 The letter that he took to the king of 
Israel read: “With this letter I am sending 
my servant Naaman to you so that you 
may cure him of his leprosy.” 7 As soon 
as the king of Israel read the letter, he 

tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can 
I kill and bring back to life?



2 KINGS 5:1-15

Why does this fellow send someone to 
me to be cured of his leprosy? See how 
he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” 

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that 
the king of Israel had torn his robes, he 
sent him this message: “Why have you 

torn your robes? 



2 KINGS 5:1-15

Have the man come to me and he will 
know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

9 So Naaman went with his horses and 
chariots and stopped at the door of 

Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger 
to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven 

times in the Jordan, 



2 KINGS 5:1-15

and your flesh will be restored and you 
will be cleansed.” 11 But Naaman went 
away angry and said, “I thought that he 
would surely come out to me and stand 

and call on the name of the LORD his God, 
wave his hand over the spot and cure me 

of my leprosy. 



2 KINGS 5:1-15

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be 

cleansed?” So he turned and went off in 
a rage. 13 Naaman’s servants went to him 

and said, “My father, if the prophet had 
told you to do some great thing, 



2 KINGS 5:1-15

would you not have done it? How much 
more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and 

be cleansed’!” 14 So he went down and 
dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, 
as the man of God had told him, and his 

flesh was restored and became clean like 
that of a young boy.



2 KINGS 5:1-15

15 Then Naaman and all his attendants 
went back to the man of God. He stood 
before him and said, “Now I know that 
there is no God in all the world except 

in Israel.



1 KINGS 19:15-16

“Go back the way you came, and go to 
the Desert of Damascus. When you get 

there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king 

over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed 

you as prophet.”



1 KINGS 22:1

For three years there was no war 
between Aram and Israel.



2 KINGS 5:1

1 Now Naaman was commander of the 
army of the king of Aram. He was a great 
man in the sight of his master and highly 
regarded, because through him the LORD 

had given victory to Aram.



Is God for us or 
is He against us? 



2 KINGS 6:8

8 Now the king of Aram was at war 
with Israel. 



2 KINGS 13:1-3

1 In the twenty-third year of Joash son of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz son of 
Jehu became king of Israel in Samaria, 

and he reigned seventeen years. 2 He did 
evil in the eyes of the LORD by following 

the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat,



2 KINGS 13:1-3

which he had caused Israel to commit, 
and he did not turn away from them. 
3 So the LORD’s anger burned against 

Israel, and for a long time he kept them 
under the power of Hazael king of Aram 

and Ben-Hadad his son.



RECOMMENDATION



2 KINGS 5:2-3

2 Now bands of raiders from Aram had 
gone out and had taken captive a young 

girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s 
wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only 
my master would see the prophet who 

is in Samaria! He would cure him of 
his leprosy.”



MATTHEW 5:43-44

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 
your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ 
44 But I tell you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you. 



It is true that the sick need a 
doctor, but it is also true that 

the sick need a Healer.



FRUSTRATION



2 KINGS 5:7

7 As soon as the king of Israel read the 
letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I 
God? Can I kill and bring back to life? 
Why does this fellow send someone 

to me to be cured of his leprosy?



Frustration is a common 
indicator of our ignorance of 
God. As a result, we become 
helpless instead of helpful. 



Sometimes a shared need feels 
more like an inconvenience 

to us. We make it more about 
ourselves and less about the 

other person.



2 KINGS 5:8

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that 
the king of Israel had torn his robes, he 
sent him this message: “Why have you 

torn your robes? Have the man come to 
me and he will know that there is a 

prophet in Israel.”



EXPECTATION



2 KINGS 5:11

11 But Naaman went away angry and said, 
“I thought that he would surely come out 
to me and stand and call on the name of 
the LORD his God, wave his hand over the 

spot and cure me of my leprosy.



Sometimes our expectations 
do not exactly match the 
mystery of God’s ways. 



A) BY WORKS



Elisha should have “come” out 
and “stood” before him.



Elisha should have “called” on 
the divine name.



Elisha should have “waved” 
his hand.



B) BY GRACE



PSALM 107:20

20 He sent out his word and healed them.



MATTHEW 8:8

But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed.



We need to allow ourselves 
to be surprised by grace.



CONFESSION



2 KINGS 5:15

15 Then Naaman and all his attendants 
went back to the man of God. He stood 
before him and said, “Now I know that 
there is no God in all the world except 

in Israel.”



PROVERBS 3:34

34 [God] mocks proud mockers but shows 
favour to the humble and oppressed.



What if we are standing in way 
of our own healing?



A) PRIDE



If Naaman didn’t listen to Elisha, 
he would have remained a leper. 



Naaman chose to be obstinate 
instead of obedient. 



B) HUMILITY



The way to help a proud man or 
woman is to surround him or her 

with humble people.



The exaltation of self stands 
in the way of our healing. 

The humbling of self results 
in healing by God. 



LUKE 4:27

27 And there were many in Israel with 
leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, 
yet not one of them was cleansed—only 

Naaman the Syrian.”



2 KINGS 5:15

“I know that there is no God in all the 
world except in Israel.”



SERMON REVIEW:
1) RECOMMENDATION

2) FRUSTRATION
3) EXPECTATION
4) CONFESSION




